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UPCOMING EVENTS
**08 May, “True Grit”, AMC 13, 6:30 pm
**10 May, Pizza and a Movie Night, Freddy and Connie’s, 6:30 pm
**13 May, “What We Left Behind: Deep Space Nine”, AMC 13, 6:30 pm
**20 May, Night Out/Membership Meeting, Olive Garden, 6:30 pm, Uniform Night
**21 May, “Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind”, AMC 13, 6:30 pm
**23 May, ABCDE, Red Robin, 6:30 pm

FROM THE CENTER SEAT

May is going to be quite a busy month for the DaVinci. The big item is that 2019 is election
year and time to vote on who will be running the DaVinci for the foreseeable future. May is
when the nominations begin. Anyone who has been a member of the DaVinci for at least 6
months and meets the following qualifications is eligible to run for Captain: you must be a
member of Starfleet and have completed Officer’s Training School (OTS) and Officer’s
Command College (OCC). The latter must be completed by the time you take office. I have
decided not to run for reelection. I suppose I am getting too old and too tired of manning the
helm and feel it is time for some new blood to run through the veins of the best ship in the
Region. The job is not that difficult but can be frustrating at times. Most of the “hard” work is
putting together the Pilot every month and doing the monthly status reports both of which other
folks do. If only one person is nominated then he or she will take over without the need for an
election. If more than one person is nominated then an election will be held in June with the
winner taking the helm at the 4th of July cookout. Please feel free to email me if you have any
questions. Thanks.
April began rather quickly with our once postponed 23 rd Anniversary Party. Although we had
fun and a couple of special guests to boot, it was poorly attended – only 10 DaVinci crew
members. It would have been more but 4 folks could not come because of illness and since two
of the three folks qualified to toss a pie were not in attendance, I thought it only fair that we
postpone the Pie Party for another get together. Our special guests were Ryan Case, the CO of
the USS Haise out of Jackson, MS and the Regional Coordinator for the Second Fleet and one
of his crewmates, Chase Hamilton.
The food was plentiful as I had ordered 3 pepperoni pizzas, 2 mushroom pizzas, 1 cheese
pizza, and 1 bacon pizza. Plus there was pumpkin pie and ice cream for dessert. There were
some door prizes to give away and once everyone had pretty much had their fill of pizza, pie,
and ice cream we drew names. I had Ryan draw the first name and the lucky winner of a 50
Federation Credit bill was Josh. Next, I had had Chase from the USS Haise draw for the 2 Star
Trek action figures and Joe was the lucky winner. Finally, I had Sandra draw for the last prize a
challenge coin from the 2018 International Summit and the winner was Chase who was quite
excited to win, Congratulations to all the winners.
I would love to say that the only reason Ryan and Chase came was just to attend our 23 rd
Anniversary Party but their primary reason was to pick up the plethora of Star Wars, Star Trek,
and other miscellaneous items I accumulated for the Region 2 Summit store - Moogie’s Store
and Auction Emporium. And, a lot of stuff there was! It literally filled up the back of Ryan’s
SUV from bottom to top and stem to stern. Take a look at all the stuff:

Well, just before everyone began to leave for home, I organized a fire brigade line that
stretched from various locations in the TV room, down the hall, and into garage where Ryan’s
SUV was parked rear first. As Ryan began stuffing items into his SUV and it began filling up,
we were not entirely sure everything would fit but, miraculously everything did but, with very
little room to spare. Even the floorboard behind the front seats was stuffed full with the smaller
items. Ann, Ryan’s wife, is the proprietor of Moogie’s and was quite taken back when she saw
everything that Ryan brought back with him. Now everything has to be inventoried, cataloged,
and priced for the Summit in May (and years beyond I am sure) and I do not envy Ann in the
least as I held that job for quite a few years before passing the baton over to her 2 years ago
(more about the Region 2 Summit later in the Pilot). For now, however, a BIG Bajoran thanks
to all who attended.

Waiting for the rest of the folks to arrive are Steve, Joe, Lisa, Josh, and Jeanne and Steve – first
in line for the pizza.

Next hitting the pizza is Lisa followed by Joe and Josh.

Todd hits the pizza line and Steve, Connie, Joe, Lisa, Josh, and Jeanne enjoy the pizza.

.

Look what we won! Josh (Federation money), Joe (action figures), Chase (IC challenge coin).

“Now the dragons like to eat fruit” – Connie explains “Merge Dragons” to an excited Wilbert
and as Sandra helps herself to ice cream Ryan chats with Todd while an inquisitive Chase peers
from behind Todd.

The crew of the USS DaVinci
poses with Ryan Case, the
Regional Coordinator and CO of
the USS Haise.

The next April event was an away-mission to see “Howl’s Moving Castle” at the AMC 13
Theater. As away-missions to see movies go, this one was fairly well attended with 6 DaVinci
personnel in attendance. What made it special was that the film was shown in the theater with
the reclining seats! As usual we went to Wendy’s for a late dinner following the film. A BIG
Bajoran thanks to Sandra, Wilbert (sporting their KISS concert shirts that they saw the previous
evening in Atlanta), Gregory, Connie, and Ariana (who drove from Atlanta just for this
occasion) for joining me. There will be three films to see in May: “What We Left Behind: Star
Trek Deep Space Nine” (a documentary), the 1969 John Wayne film “True Grit” (for you “The
Duke” fans), and the next in the Studio Ghibli fest, Miyazaki’s classic “Nausicaa of the Valley
of the Wind”. Dates and times can be found on the second page above.
If you plan on attending any of the aforementioned films, please try and see the Deep Space
Nine documentary on 13 May. I know it is on Wednesday and many of you attend church that
evening but, I am sure that the Lord will understand. It was put together by Ira Steven Behr who

is television producer and screenwriter, and most known for his work on Star Trek, especially
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, on which he served as showrunner and executive producer. Check
out the promo for the Indiegogo fund raising campaign https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqUNL5AdL8. At the time of the video (filmed during the Las Vegas Star Trek convention) the
campaign had just begun. Unfortunately I will be out of town but hopefully Connie and will be
able to see it at an AMC Theater in Orlando as we did last year for one of Miyazaki’s classic
anime films.
Speaking of movies the next Pizza and a Movie Night at my house is scheduled for Friday, 10
May at 6:30 pm. The film to be shown will be 1956 classic “Earth versus the Flying Saucers”
with special effects by the legendary master of stop-motion, Ray Harryhausen. As usual the cost
of the pizza will depend on how many folks come but it is usually $3.00 a head. Also you must
bring your own drinks. Check your email as the date grows nearer.
The April Night Out/Membership meeting at O’Charley’s was nicely attended by 14 DaVinci
personnel (it had to be their rolls). Unfortunately Russell, who rarely misses a Night Out, was
out of town on church business, but Connie picked up Diane and so she was able to join us.
Naturally, the “Gossip Girls” sat together and no doubt spent the entire evening discussing their
spouses (they laughed way too much)! Dutch and Scott N. arrived about 20 early and nearly
wiped the place clean of rolls! Fortunately the kitchen staff had plenty of extra dough and even
though the place was packed with hungry diners our wonderful server, Dana, kept the rolls and
drinks coming.
I bought the free lunch coupon to Smokems BBQ in Phenix City that I misplaced last month
but found a couple weeks later on the floor of the closet in the TV room. So after everyone had
pretty much finished their meals we drew for the “free” meal and the Captain’s Perk door prize.
First up was the $10 toward your meal and I had last month’s winner, Martha, do the honors. As
it was last month Dutch had his hand clasped and looking skyward in hopes of being the lucky
winner. Alas it was not to be as Martha drew my name! I drew the name for the free lunch
certificate and the lucky winner was Steve. Congratulations to the April Night Out/Membership
meeting winners.

Checking out the menu are Steve and Lisa and Jeff and Martha pose for a photo.

Waiting to order and posing for a photo are Scott and Dutch and Joe, Diane, and Connie.

Dana takes food orders from Diane and Connie, Martha and Joe, and Gregory.

Waiting to order are Sandra and Wilbert and Todd and Gregory pose for a photo.

Look what we won: Freddy (“free” meal) and Steve (free lunch coupon) and the “Gossip Girls”!
A couple of more items to be taken care of before folks left for the evening were still on the
table. First was a presentation of a Commendation Certificate to Dutch for his allowing the
DaVinci to have a silent auction during the Columbus Comic Book show earlier in the year.
The auction raised nearly $300 for the DaVinci’s much depleted Latinum vault. In addition to
the commendation, I promoted Dutch to LT for his generosity and devotion to the DaVinci.

Freddy reads the Commendation Certificate and then presents Dutch with both the Commendation
Certificate and his Promotion Certificate.
One more item was on the evening’s agenda. Sandra stood and talked about two events she
part of. The first was a skating event put on by the Columbus Figure Skating Academy called
“Marvelous Show On Ice” to be held on 05 May at 2:00 pm at the Columbus Ice Rink, 400 4 th
Avenue in Columbus. Tickets are $7.00 at the door. Check out the flyer below. She also spoke
about a Fish Fry to raise money for sending youth from her church (First African Baptist) to the
Baptist Conference this summer. The tickets are 10.00 and it will be held on 18 May at the Auto
Zone (corner of MLK Blvd and Buena Vista Road) from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. You have your
choice of catfish or tilapia. Sounds wonderful! Too bad I will be out of town.

The May Night Out/Membership meeting will be held at the Olive Garden on 20 May
beginning at 6:30 pm. This is the highlight of the year as it is Uniform Night! Yes, if you have a
uniform – Starfleet or Marines – please wear it. If you do not own one then wear your DaVinci
t-shirt or other Star Trek/sci-fi apparel. The folks at the Olive Garden always get a kick out of
us being there dressed to the hilt and quite often ask for photographs to be taken with members
of the crew. Sometimes even other patrons ask for a photograph! The record for Night Out
attendance is 29 and was set a few years back at the Olive Garden. Let us try to break that
record this year. Again, watch your email inboxes for more information or your voice mail if
you do not have an email address.
Only three folks showed up at the AMC 13 Theater to see the 1959 classic “Ben-Hur”. Lech,
who was in town on business, finished up work earlier than he expected and was able to join
Joe and me to watch the 11 Oscar-winning film. Both Lech and I were pretty beat so the usual
trip to Wendy’s following the film did not occur. The next AMC classic will be the 50 th
anniversary of “True Grit” starring John Wayne in his only Oscar winning performance. You
can get tickets on line or at the box office as these classic films are never sold out.
The final event scheduled for a very busy May is our annual ABCDE dinner at Red Robin and
this year will be held on Thursday 23 May at 6:30 pm. ABCDE stands for “Admirals Birthday
Celebration Dinner Extravaganza” and is held to celebrate the birthdays of three of the
DaVinci’s admirals – Jeff (15th), Russell (25th), and me (26th). So, no matter when you were
born, please join us for the celebration. By the way, if you register your birthday at the Red
Robin website you too can get a free appetizer (for joining) and a free burger and ice cream
sundae on your birthday!
Until the next time - engage!
ADM Freddy Heller
Commanding Officer

678th STARFLEET MARINES
Greetings Marines! I hope the month of May has found you well. First off, I’d like to remind
everyone in the unit to make sure you are caught up on dues for Starfleet and with the DaVinci.
If you need to know when your memberships are up, please feel free to contact either Freddy or
me and we can help.
I apologize for not making the Night Out lately, but I’m still trying to get back on my feet after
dealing with some “Imperial Entanglements”. It may be a while before I can return fully, but
just be patient and I’ll get there. For now we will have to put MURP on the back burner and as
soon as I can get back we will pick up where we left off.
In other news, those of you who weren’t able to make the anniversary party for our ship
missed a great time and some of that delicious fungus pizza! I was ready to see our illustrious
leaders, Freddy and Joe get pied, but it didn’t happen. I tried to “volunteer” as a backup, as any
good marine would do for his fellow crewman and commanding officers, but Freddy insisted
we postpone it until another time (we’cHa!). Some nice door prizes were given away and, for
the first time since I’ve returned from the Delta Quadrant a couple years ago, I won a prize! My
long wait was over! I won a Federation fifty credit bill (see winners pictures) which now has a
place of honor on my shelf amongst my collection of action figures and guarded by B’elanna
Torres and Worf.
That’s really all I have for this month. Just want to let everyone know, though, even though I
won’t be able to make it to the Night Out, I am still available by email, text and phone. Until
next time Qapla’ suvwI’pu’ (Success warriors!) and Ooh rah!
BG Joshua Ainsworth
678th MSG OIC
2nd Brigade, 3rd Battalion

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
The new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place and are a pretty good deal. NOTE:
There are no more paper memberships available. All memberships are electronic (via email).
If you are thinking of joining Fleet but the expense was too high, now is the time. If you do
join Fleet you are automatically promoted to Acting Ensign! The new Starfleet membership
rates are: Individual - $5; Family of 2 - $9; Family of 3 - $12; Family of 4 - $14; Family of 5 $16; and Family of 6 - $17. Paper membership certificates are no longer available – all
memberships are now completely digital. However, if you wish a paper certificate it will cost
you $3.00 for each one plus shipping. If you want a printed copy of the Starfleet handbook it

will cost you $8.00 plus shipping. If you are not in Starfleet, please give some thought about
joining this great organization!

TABULATIONS
Okay, so the year is starting out slow. Freddy regained his spot as the top “tabber” as Connie
fell to second even though she brought some back from her trip to Texas. I am sure that number
will not hold up. Wilbert jumped into the fray and is currently in third place.
Start saving tabs. We need to collect at least 45,600 tabs to hit 1.5 million total tabs collected!
As always, the tabs can come off any type can from pop to cat food to dog food to soup! Ask
your neighbors to save tabs for you; ask your church or other social group to save tabs. You will
be surprised as to how many tabs you can collect that way. Here are the totals as of press time:
Starting Balance
Freddy Heller
Connie Heller
Wilbert Adams
Scott Roop
Hal Stewart
Total

300
1029
561
360
158
37
2445

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The Night Out/Membership Meeting locations for 2019 were selected at our Thanksgiving get
together at Golden Corral. We also chose to alternate locations in case the original location falls
through. There are some great restaurants in store with a couple new locations and several we
had not been to in quite a while. I hope you will mark your calendars. Here are the 2018 Night
Out/Membership meeting locations:
January
February
March
April
May

Country Road Buffet **NEW**
IHOP (Airport Thruway) **NEW**
Shrimp Basket **NEW**
O’Charley’s
Olive Garden **UNIFORM NIGHT**

June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Alternate #1
Alternate #2

Panera Bread Company (Macon Road)
Shane’s Rib Shack
Buffalo Wild Wings
Denny’s **NEW**
Cheddar’s
Blue Iguana
Texas Roadhouse
Bojangles (Airport Thruway) **NEW**
Tavern on Main **NEW**

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
Here are just a few of the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and historical
events that are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in May. There are some fun birthdays this
month as several folks turn 55 but there is only one BIG one - I turn 70 (sigh) on 26 May.
Leonardo DaVinci Dies (1519)
Astronaut Scott Carpenter
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson (Pendari Champion on VOY)
LT Michelle Walker
Marc Alaimo (Dukat on DS9)
First American in Space (Alan B. Shepard, Jr. 1961)
Telstar Two Communications Satellite Launched (1963)
ENS Dennis Shaw
ENS Sandra Adams
CPO Lisa Neal
First Woman to Fly Solo Across the Pacific Ocean (Betty Miller 1963)
Wally Schirra (Mercury 7 Astronaut) Dies (2007)
Skylab 1 Space Station is Launched (1973)
Lewis and Clark Began their Expedition (1804)
First Inoculation Against Smallpox (Edward Jenner 1796)
Last Mercury Flight (Gordon L. Cooper 1963)
LT Gisela Stephens
RADM Jeff Kirkland
First Woman to Break Sound Barrier (Jacqueline Cochran 1953)
Apollo 10 Lifts off (Cernan, Stafford, Young 1969)
First Briton in Space (Helen Sharman 1991)
Charles A. Lindbergh Makes First Solo Non-Stop Flight Across Atlantic (1927)
John Billingsly (Dr. Phlox on ENT)
First Solo Flight Across the Atlantic Ocean (Charles Lindbergh 1927)

2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
5th
5th
7th
11th
11th
12th
12th
13th
13th
14th
14th
15th
15th
15th
18th
18th
18th
20th
20th
21st

First Woman to Fly Solo Across the Atlantic Ocean (Amelia Earhart 1932)
First Airborne Explosion of Hydrogen Bomb (Bikini Atoll, 1956)
Apollo 10 Flies within 9 Miles of Moon’s Surface (1969)
Joan Collins (Edith Keeler on TOS)
Second American in Space (Scott Carpenter 1962)
Doug Jones (LT Saru on DIS)
President John F. Kennedy Sets Lunar Landing & Return Goal (1961)
ENS Taylor Williams
ADM Russell Ruhland
ADM Freddy Heller
Harlan Ellison (Scrip Writer)
Lee Meriwether (Lorisa on TOS)
Army Launches Two Monkeys (Able & Baker) in Suborbital Flight (1959)
Discovery Docks at the International Space Station (1999)
Mariner Nine Blasts Off to Mars (1971)
Michael J. Pollard (Jahn on TOS)
Colm Meaney (Chief Miles O’Brien on DS9)
Michael Piller (Executive Producer)

21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
25th
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
28th
29th
30th
30th
30th
30th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci and/or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column your membership has expired
and you need to renew as soon as possible to make sure you keep getting the Pilot every month.
If highlighted in BOLD your membership is nearing its expiration so please renew soon.
Thanks!
Name
Sandra Adams
Josh Ainsworth
Michael Allen
Rodney Barham
Steve Brown
Mackey Carter
Corin Conner
David Craft

DaVinci Starfleet
Name
DaVinci Starfleet
Jul 19
Jul 19 Lech Mazur
Jul 19
Dec 19
Aug 19 Oct 19 Margaret McGillicuddy Jul 19
Sep 19
Jul-19
Jul 19 Jeremiah Meadows
Jul 19
Jul 19
Feb 20
Lisa Monhead
Jul 19
Jul 19
Dec 19
Maria Morgan
May 22
Jan 21 Expired Gregory Newer
Nov 19
Jan 20
Jul 19
Feb 20
Scott Norman
Jul 19
Jul 19 Sandra Okamoto
LTM

Dutch Cummings
Steve Cushing
Paul DeHart
Randy Dunn
Whitney Gaines
Freddy Heller
Karl Henry
Kirk Holcombe
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
Everett Leonard

Jul 19
Dec 19
Jul-22
Jul 19
Aug 19
Jul 19
Mar 20
Feb 20
Oct 19
Nov 19
Feb 20
Feb 20

Jul 19
Dec 19
Jan 20
Jul 20
Mar 20
Mar 20

Randy Ortiz
Barbara Paul
Bill Paul
Joe Perry
Scott Roop
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Mar 20 Thelma Shumpert
Nov 19 Jonathan Simmons
Aug 19 Gisela Stephens
Feb 20 Harold Stewart
Feb 20 Mike Walker
Natalei Zappala

Aug 19
Jul 21
Jul 21
Jul 19
Jul 19
Aug 19
Jul 19
Dec 19
Feb 20
LTM
Feb 20
Jul 19
Oct 19

Mar 20
Jan 20
Nov 19
May 20
Feb 20
Jan 20
Feb 20
Jan 20
May 19
Jul 20

AHOY! WELCOME ABOARD!
Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed
their membership in the DaVinci (D) and/or Starfleet (S).
Scott Roop (S)

Kirk Holcombe (S*)

LATINUM VAULT
Opening Balance
Anniversary Party
Postage
Closing Balance
VADM Connie Heller

$432.98
$52.03
$22.50
$358.45

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
The new DaVinci t-shirts are in!! They are quite nice and I am sure they will go fast so make
sure you reserve yours today. The cost is very reasonable: YM to L ($11); XL ($12), 2X ($13),
3X ($14), and 4X ($15). I did order (I hope) enough of each size and this time around some
youth medium in each color. Oh, we still have a few of the older ones left and they can be
purchased at a slight discount. Here is what the new ones look like:

)
Operations

Science

Engineering

Here is what we currently have in stock:
Operations (Red)
Medium
2
Large
1
XL
3
2X
3
4X
1

Science (Blue)
Youth Medium
Small
Medium
Large
2X

1
1
2
3
3

Engineering (Yellow)
Youth Medium
1
Small
1
Medium
5
Large
3
XL/2X
1/1

We also have several of the older versions DaVinci shirts available for a discount – your
choice $7.00 each. Here is what we have: Operations (1 - medium); Science (1 - medium);
Engineering (1 - medium); Generic Gray (1 - medium and 1 – XL); and believe it or not we still
have two previously worn of our first gray t-shirts (medium) in stock for $3.00 each. If you
want any of the above t-shirts feel free to email or call me to reserve your size. I cannot hold it
forever so if you reserve a shirt, please pay as soon as possible. Thanks.

Do not forget that Jeff knows a woman that goes to his church
that will embroider a DaVinci logo on any t-shirt or polo for
only a $10.00 fee. This is what it will look like. You have to
supply the item in any color you wish. Bring me the item and
the $10.00 and I will send them to Jeff who will then pass on
the items to the embroiderer.

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Steve Cushing for his donation of coupons, and;
Barbara Paul, Russell Ruhland, Paul DeHart for taking more Starfleet Academy courses!

LINKS
Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Craig’s List:
Starfleet Database
Starfleet Home Page:
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
USS DaVinci Home Page

http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp
https://db.sfi.org
http://www.sfi.org/
http://region2.org/
http://www.ussdavinci.org/

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series
of photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time.
Many of you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they
made the USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you
would like to see published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as
to who is in the photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me
know! Okay, here is Part I of our December 2007 Christmas Party!

Margaret hits the food while Roger, Lisa, Russell, Joe, and Lech wait their turn and Patty,
Steve, Lech, Joe, wait their turn while Russell, Diane, and Roger help themselves.

Lech waits while Joe and Russell dig in and Shane waits while Patty and Steve dish the
goodies.

Alexander enjoys Sandye’s lap and Ariana poses for a couple of photos.
Next month: Part II of our December 2007 Christmas Party!

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!

DaVinci Members Receive a $20.00 Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

ONE MORE THING THEN DISMISSED!

Our own Mackey Carter gets his head “shaved” to benefit the St. Baldrick’s Foundation
for child cancer research. Way to go Mackey!

