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UPCOMING EVENTS
**08 April, “Howl’s Moving Castle”, AMC 13, 6:30 PM
**15 April, Night Out/Membership Meeting, O’Charley’s, 6:30 PM
**17 April, “Ben-Hur”, AMC 13, 5:30 PM

FROM THE CENTER SEAT

The first event of March actually took place on the last Sunday of February. It was too late in
the month to include it in the March Pilot. That, of course, was the very successful Columbus
Toy and Comic Book Show at the Space Science Center. I am sure Dutch was quite happy as
there always seemed to be a line stretching out the door with folks eager to get in. The place
was certainly hopping all afternoon.
The DaVinci had a membership drive table and a room all to ourselves. The reason for this
was the silent auction Dutch thought up to raise money for the dwindling DaVinci latinum
vault. And raise money we did! It was a bit slow at first with folks wandering through, looking
around, and leaving without bidding but as the morning became afternoon the place began
bustling with folks bidding and over bidding on nearly all of the donated items. When the dust
had settled, the auction brought in $260 for our treasury. Add to that the 7 new memberships
and various donations and the DaVinci raised well over $300 (much to the glee of Connie, our
very own “Gringotts”).
The table was manned throughout the day by Joe, Scott R., and me. Other DaVinci members
dropped by during the day – Randy and Sandye, Sandra and Wilbert, Scott N., and Michael (if I
left anyone out, please forgive me). I forgot my camera (gasp!) and so I had to take photos with
my new smart phone (double gasp!!). And since I did not have my camera to remind me to take
photos I only took a few.
Before the photos, I would like to give a BIG Bajoran that to Dutch for coming up with the
idea of a silent auction, going as far as donating some items as well. We also received some
donations from many of the vendors. I too donated some items as did Joe.
Finally, I would like to welcome to the USS DaVinci those folks who joined up at the show:
Rodney Barham, Corin Conner and David Madrigal, Kirk, Katy, and Nolan Holcombe, and
Jonathan Simmons. Welcome to the best and largest Region 2 Starfleet chapter. Now if we
could only get y’all to join Starfleet!

Okay, here is my first attempt at taking a photo
with my new phone. I suppose it turned out
okay. Anyway, here is Scott proudly posing in
his Starfleet Marine uniform. Take note all you
new members! We do have a Marine contingent
aboard the DaVinci.

Our banner hangs outside the auction room and Scott and Joe man our membership table.

Auction announcement and Starfleet flag hangs in the room and the first table of auction items.

More tables of auction items.

And even more auction items and new member David watches Corin fill out an application.

Corin wanted to have a picture taken with us and
we obliged! Scott, Joe, Corin, and Freddy pose
for a photo.

Next on the agenda was an away mission to see “Gone with the Wind” at the AMC 13
Theater. As it has been with all the classic films, the DaVinci turn-out was pretty poor. Only
Steve C., Connie and I attended. However, unlike most of the recent special showings, the
theater was fairly “crowded” with about 50 folks in attendance. Perhaps it was the length of the
film (4 hours) that kept folks away. Late March brings another great film to the big screen. On
27 March the AMC 13 Theater will be showing “To Kill a Mocking Bird”. Please try to attend
this Oscar® winning film starring Gregory Peck. Of course, this may be OBE depending on
when you receive this issue of the Pilot.
Our bi-monthly Pizza and a Movie Night at my house was only attended by three other crew
personnel – Joe, Steve C., and Gregory. The showing had to be moved to Saturday as I attended
the Dwight Yoakam concert on Friday evening. Perhaps this accounted for the low turn-out.
Anyway, knowing the appetite of the latter two individuals I bought 3 pizzas – mushroom,
pepperoni, and ham, doubling the ingredients for more robust pizzas. The movie of the month
was “Them” a classic 1954 sci-fi film about mutant giant ants (with Leonard Nimoy in an uncredited role) and one of my personal favorites. Being a fairly short film, it was decided to play
another and so we watched “The Creature Walks Among Us”, the third and final film in the

“Creature from the Black Lagoon” series. Although not as good as the first two, it was
nonetheless fun to watch as the creature became more human-like. The fun broke up around
9:30 PM with very little pizza left over. The next Pizza and a Movie Night will be sometime in
early May and will be back to its usual Friday time slot.

The first movie of the evening and Gregory helps himself to the mushroom pizza.

Also hitting the mushroom pizza is Joe and Steve (maybe I should have bought 2)!

Joe, Steve, and Gregory await the showing of the next film “The Creature Walks Among Us”.

The DaVinci crew at the March “Pizza and a
Movie Night” enjoying both the pizza and the
two films shown!

The next March event was our monthly Night Out/Membership meeting which was held for
the first time at the Shrimp Basket. The turn-out was not as large as I had expected. Still there
were 13 DaVinci members present to feast on a variety of fish and fowl. Since it was Monday it
was also all you can eat fish (catfish or whitefish) night and several of our illustrious crew took
advantage of the offer. I brought a couple of items for the Captain’s Perk give away – or so I
thought. Randy had donated a couple of items to the DaVinci at the comic book show last
month. One was a Star Trek Deep Space Nine Companion book and the other a coupon for a
free meal at Smokems barbeque in Phenix City. The former I had but the latter disappeared
somewhere between my kitchen and the Shrimp Basket. I am certain I put it in the book but it
was nowhere to be found during the Captain’s Perk drawing. Our server, Alexa, was great
keeping everyone’s glass full and the table clear.
When just about everyone had finished their meal it was time for the evening’s drawings. First
up was the free meal. I could hear Dutch mumbling something about “let it be me, let it be me!”
It must have been a continuation from his prayers at last month’s Night Out. Well, just as it was
then, he did not win. The winner was Martha, the matriarch of the DaVinci! Next up was the
drawing for the Deep Space Nine Companion which was won by Wilbert but claimed by his
mom Sandra. Congratulations to the March Night Out winners. Folks began packing up their
belongings and heading out the door shortly after all the excitement had died down.

While Martha checks out the menu Jessie and Jeff chat and Diane and Russell decide what to order.

Lisa and Dutch pose for a photo as too do “breakfast buddies” Freddy and Joe.

Posing for a photo are Todd and Steve and Wilbert and Sandra.

Todd switches so Sandra and Wilbert could sit together and poses with Dutch and Jessie shows
Wilbert something on her phone (probably something similar to what she showed Jeff above).

Our server, Alexa, takes food orders from Diane and Russell and Todd and Steve.

Wilbert poses with Alexa and Russell and Martha enjoy their food.

Look what we won: Martha (free meal) and Wilbert with Sandra eyeing the prize (Deep Space
Nine Companion)

The DaVinci crew at the Shrimp Basket during
the March Night Out/Membership meeting!

It is hard to believe but on 16 March the USS DaVinci celebrated her 23 rd anniversary as a
Starfleet chapter and what better way to celebrate such an event than to have a party! The
original time slot had to be postponed because I was in too much pain from a pinched nerve in
my back. I had an epidural (most unpleasant) the following Monday and it seemed to help
greatly. I still have a tingling sensation in my extremities but the pain that accompanies long
periods of standing seems to be gone. The big test will be when Connie and I travel to Disney
World and I have to stand in the long lines at the various attractions. Regardless of what
happens, our 23rd anniversary party WILL be held Saturday, 06 April, beginning at 12:00 PM.
All are invited to attend to eat pizza and watch Joe (my XO) and me get pied. If you wish to
come please let me know. As a special guest, the Regional Coordinator for Region 2 will be in
attendance! He is coming down to look at all the items I picked up for Moogie’s Store at the
Region 2 Summit in May.
The Monday following the anniversary party will be the first of the 2019 Miyazaki film
festival features, “Howl’s Moving Castle”. This is an outstanding Japanese anime that should
not be missed. We will meet at the AMC 13 Theater at 6:30 PM. If you think that movie is
exciting, on the 17th the AMC 13 will be showing the 1959 classic film “Ben-Hur”! This is a
long movie and the showing time is an hour earlier at 6:00 PM and so we will meet at the
theater at 5:30 PM. Please try to make both of these films. We usually do not get a good turnout from the crew (2-4 at the most) and if the day or time is not good for you please check out
the AMC website because the films are shown on several different days and times.
The last event for April will be our monthly Night Out/Membership meeting which will be
held on Monday, 15 April, at O’Charley’s at the usual time of 6:30 PM. This is the earliest date
the Night Out can be in the month so plan accordingly. Make sure you attend this one because
O’Charley’s has some of the best rolls in town (and they are unlimited as well)! Hope to see
you there!
Until the next time - engage!
ADM Freddy Heller
Commanding Officer

678th STARFLEET MARINES
Greetings Marines! For this month’s article I have taken a couple of pages from the SFMC
History manual Part 4, Pages 8-9. This particular chapter is in reference to the war between the
Klingons and the Federation between Federation and Klingon space expansion. Hope you find
the read as interesting as I did. Until next time, Ooh Rah!
First Blood: The Klingon Wars (2195 to 2199)
In 2195, Federation mettle was tested for the first time by forces from the Klingon Empire.
Tensions over trade and expansion along the border between Federation and Klingon space
broke out in full scale war in February of that year. The Klingons attacked all along the shared
border, sending diversionary forces against minor targets to spread out Starfleet assets and
concentrating on major targets with overwhelming force.
The Klingon Fleet would overwhelm or scatter Starfleet resistance in and around the system,
then use specialized assault transports to beam down whole Divisions of Imperial Marines to
destroy local resistance, which often consisted only of a Strike Group and assorted local
conventional forces. Using armor and artillery, with orbital bombardment support, the Klingons
usually eliminated the hapless defenders within hours. Those ground forces spared the first
wave of attacks faced mop-up operations after the Klingons had taken their primary objectives.
Once again, orbital bombardment, followed by lightning transporter attacks, eliminated most
opposition before it had a chance to coalesce.
With the Klingon front near collapse, the Federation took the unusual step of nationalizing all
conventional planetary forces of its member worlds, and rushing them to the front in a desperate
effort to stem the Klingon advance. Using heroic, sometimes suicidal tactics, these soldiers
stopped the advance long enough for the Federation to recover and adapt to Klingon tactics. As
the Klingon tide was slowed, and then stopped, the marines began to adapt themselves and their
tactics to this new adversary. Marine line companies were grouped into Strike Forces, mission
specific elements designed to be self-supporting in combat. These Strike Forces were then
grouped into larger elements as needed for operations. The SFMC adopted armor and heavy
artillery support. In the past, SFMC doctrine called for these elements to be provided by the
planetary forces the Marines were to ostensibly support. The poor reliability of these forces,
however, forced Marine planners to include these new branches, and as a result, Marine
performance and unit survivability improved drastically.
The SFMC also developed specialized assault craft, on the order of the Klingon transports. In
the past, the SFMC had simply used attacking starships or freighters. The starships were placed
at a severe disadvantage because they had to fend off attacking Klingons while lowering shields
long enough to transport men five to ten at a time. Worse yet, equipment often had to be offloaded to shuttles, which then had to be flown in the face of planetary fire and off loaded at the

surface. It could take up to an hour just to get one Strike Group on the ground. Freighters,
although they could take advantage of the protection of Federation starships from marauding
Klingon fleets, did not have the shielding to withstand planetary fire. Once assault vessels were
in service near the end of the war, the Marines could take the war into Klingon space.
One area in which Starfleet started with and maintained an advantage was in the area of
aerospace operations. Early on, the Corps realized the value of trans-atmospheric fighter craft to
support ground operations. Inexplicably, the Klingons did not develop such a capability, and
sub light craft such as the A-1 Talon 9 HI Manual wreaked havoc on unprotected Klingon
formations. By August of 2198, the war was far from won, but aggressive counter attacks,
improved technology and more advanced tactics began to push the Klingons out of Federation
space. When a cease fire was finally signed in 2199, Marines were garrisoning soil that had
been Klingon before the war.
Brigadier Joshua Ainsworth
678th MSG OIC
2nd Brigade, 3rd Battalion

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
The new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place and are a pretty good deal. NOTE:
There are no more paper memberships available. All memberships are electronic (via email).
If you are thinking of joining Fleet but the expense was too high, now is the time. If you do
join Fleet you are automatically promoted to Acting Ensign! The new Starfleet membership
rates are: Individual - $5; Family of 2 - $9; Family of 3 - $12; Family of 4 - $14; Family of 5 $16; and Family of 6 - $17. Paper membership certificates are no longer available – all
memberships are now completely digital. However, if you wish a paper certificate it will cost
you $3.00 for each one plus shipping. If you want a printed copy of the Starfleet handbook it
will cost you $8.00 plus shipping. If you are not in Starfleet, please give some thought about
joining this great organization!

TABULATIONS
Okay, so the year is starting out slow. Freddy lost his spot as the top “tabber” as Connie
brought some back from her trip to Texas. I am sure that number will not hold up so…
Start saving tabs. We need to collect at least 45,700 tabs to hit 1.5 million total tabs collected!
As always, the tabs can come off any type can from pop to cat food to dog food to soup! Ask

your neighbors to save tabs for you; ask your church or other social group to save tabs. You will
be surprised as to how many tabs you can collect that way. Here are the totals as of press time:
Starting Balance
Connie Heller
Freddy Heller
Scott Roop
Total

300
561
494
158
1513

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The Night Out/Membership Meeting locations for 2019 were selected at our Thanksgiving get
together at Golden Corral. We also chose to alternate locations in case the original location falls
through. There are some great restaurants in store with a couple new locations and several we
had not been to in quite a while. I hope you will mark your calendars. Here are the 2018 Night
Out/Membership meeting locations:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Alternate #1
Alternate #2

Country Road Buffet **NEW**
IHOP (Airport Thruway) **NEW**
Shrimp Basket **NEW**
O’Charley’s
Olive Garden **UNIFORM NIGHT**
Panera Bread Company (Macon Road)
Shane’s Rib Shack
Buffalo Wild Wings
Denny’s **NEW**
Cheddar’s
Blue Iguana
Texas Roadhouse
Bojangles (Airport Thruway) **NEW**
Tavern on Main **NEW**

THE NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND
MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE AT

O’CHARLEY’S
ON MONDAY 15 APRIL AT 6:30 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD & FRIENDSHIP!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
Here are just a few of the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and historical
events that are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in April.
Grace Lee Whitney (Yeoman Janice Rand on TOS)
Apple Computer Founded by Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak, & Ronald Wayne (1976)
First Weather Satellite, TRIOS-One, is Launched (1960)
First Hand-Held Portable Telephone Demonstrated By Motorola (1973)
Maiden Voyage of Shuttle Challenger (1983)
Frank Gorshin (Bele on TOS)
First Men to Reach North Pole (Robert E. Perry and Matthew A. Henson 1909)
First Long-Distance (Washington to New York) Demonstration of TV (1927)
NASA Presented its First Seven Astronauts (1959)
Apollo 13 Begins its Ill-Fated Mission to the Moon (1970)
First Man in Space (Yuri Gagarin 1961)
Charles Napier (Adam on TOS)
LTJG Leiko Koone
First Test Flight of Shuttle Columbia (1981)
Apollo 13 is Crippled When a Tank of Liquid Oxygen Explodes (1970)
Michael Ansara (Kang on TOS)
First Woman to Fly Across English Channel (Harriet Quimby 1912)
First Woman to Solo Around the World (Jerrie Mock 1964)
Apollo 13 Returns Safely to Earth after Near Disaster (1970)
Herman Zimmerman (Set Designer)
Elinor Donahue (Asst Commissioner Nancy Hedford on TOS)
Ashley Judd (ENS Robin Lefler on TNG)
First Launch of a Manned Orbital Scientific Station (Salyut 1, 1971)
Apollo 16 Lands on the Moon (1972)
Clint Howard (Balok on TOS; Grady on DS9)
George Takei (CPT Hikaru Sulu)
CRMN Joshua Turner
China Launches Its First Satellite (1970)
First Satellite Relay of a Television Signal (1962)
Bacillus Responsible for Tuberculosis Discovered by Robert Koch (1882)
Pioneer Ten Crosses Pluto’s Orbit (1983)
Hubble Space Telescope is Deployed (1990)
ENS Michael Allen
ENS Jeanne Ainsworth
Spice Williams (Vixis from Search for Spock)

1st
1st
1st
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
9th
11th
12th
12th
13th
14th
13th
15th
16th
17th
17th
19th
19th
19th
19th
20th
20th
20th
24th
24th
24th
24th
25th
25th
25th
26th
26th

Kate Mulgrew (CPT Kathryn Janeway on VOY)
Gideon Sundback Receives a Patent for a “Separable Fastener” or Zipper (1913)

29th
29th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci and/or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column your membership has expired
and you need to renew as soon as possible to make sure you keep getting the Pilot every month.
If highlighted in BOLD your membership is nearing its expiration so please renew soon.
Thanks!
Name
Sandra Adams
Josh Ainsworth
Michael Allen
Rodney Barham
Steve Brown
Mackey Carter
Corin Conner
David Craft
Dutch Cummings
Steve Cushing
Paul DeHart
Randy Dunn
Whitney Gaines
Freddy Heller
Karl Henry
Kirk Holcombe
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
Everett Leonard
David Lindsey

DaVinci Starfleet
Name
DaVinci Starfleet
Jul 19
Jul 19 Lech Mazur
Jul 19
Dec 19
Aug 19 Oct 19 Margaret McGillicuddy Jul 19
Sep 19
Jul-19
Jul 19 Jeremiah Meadows
Jul 19
Jul 19
Feb 20
Lisa Monhead
Jul 19
Jul 19
Dec 19
Maria Morgan
May 22
Jan 21 Expired Gregory Newer
Nov 19
Jan 20
May 19
Feb 20
Scott Norman
LTM
Jul 19
Jul 19 Sandra Okamoto
Aug 19
Jul 19
Jul 19 Randy Ortiz
Dec 19 Dec 19
Jul-22
Jan 20
Jul 19
Jul 20
Aug 19 Mar 20
Jul 19 Mar 20
Mar 20
Feb 20
Oct 19 Nov 19
Nov 19 Aug 19
Feb 20 Feb 20
Feb 20 Feb 20
Mar 19 Mar 19

Barbara Paul
Bill Paul
Joe Perry
Scott Roop
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Thelma Shumpert
Jonathan Simmons
Gisela Stephens
Harold Stewart
Mike Walker
Natalei Zappala

Jul 21
Jul 21
Jul 19
Jul 19
Aug 19
Jul 19
Dec 19
Feb 20
LTM
Feb 20
Jul 19
Oct 19

Mar 20
Jan 20
Nov 19
May 19
Feb 20
Jan 20
Feb 20
Jan 20
May 19
Jul 20

AHOY! WELCOME ABOARD!
Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed
their membership in the DaVinci (D) and/or Starfleet (S).
Kirk Holcombe (D*)
Corin Conner (D*)
Jonathan Simmons (D*)
Richard Gaines (S)
Carole Burham (D)

Katy Holcombe (D*)
David Madrigal (D*)
Hal Stewart (D)
Gloria Gaines (S)

Nolan Holcombe (D*)
Rodney Barham (D*)
Whitney Gaines (S)
Karl Henry (D)

LATINUM VAULT
Opening Balance
Dues & Renewals
Sales
Night Out
Postage
Closing Balance

$415.48
$22.00
$12.00
$10.00
$6.50
$432.98

VADM Connie Heller

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
The new DaVinci t-shirts are in!! They are quite nice and I am sure they will go fast so make
sure you reserve yours today. The cost is very reasonable: YM to L ($11); XL ($12), 2X ($13),
3X ($14), and 4X ($15). I did order (I hope) enough of each size and this time around some
youth medium in each color. Oh, we still have a few of the older ones left and they can be
purchased at a slight discount. Here is what the new ones look like:

)
Operations

Science

Engineering

Here is what we currently have in stock:
Operations (Red)
Medium
2
Large
1
XL
4
2X
3
4X
1

Science (Blue)
Youth Medium
Small
Medium
Large
2X

1
1
2
3
3

Engineering (Yellow)
Youth Medium
1
Small
1
Medium
5
Large
3
XL/2X
1/1

We also have several of the older versions DaVinci shirts available for a discount – your
choice $7.00 each. Here is what we have: Operations (1 - medium); Science (1 - medium);
Engineering (1 - medium); Generic Gray (1 - medium and 1 – XL); and believe it or not we still
have two previously worn of our first gray t-shirts (medium) in stock for $3.00 each. If you
want any of the above t-shirts feel free to email or call me to reserve your size. I cannot hold it
forever so if you reserve a shirt, please pay as soon as possible. Thanks.
Do not forget that Jeff knows a woman that goes to his church that will embroider a DaVinci
logo on any t-shirt or polo for only a $10.00 fee. This is what it will look like:

You have to supply the item in any color you wish. Bring me the item and the $10.00 and I
will send them to Jeff who will then pass on the items to the embroiderer.

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Steve Cushing for his donation of coupons, and;
Barbara Paul, Russell Ruhland, Paul DeHart for taking more Starfleet Academy courses!

LINKS
Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Craig’s List:
Starfleet Database
Starfleet Home Page:
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
USS DaVinci Home Page

http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp
https://db.sfi.org
http://www.sfi.org/
http://region2.org/
http://www.ussdavinci.org/

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series
of photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time.
Many of you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they
made the USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you
would like to see published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as
to who is in the photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me
know! Okay, here is Part II of our December 2007 Security Bowling Meeting!

Connie holds Alexander while she and Lech wait their turn and trying to pick up the spares
(hum, did Connie pick up that baby split?)!

Roger (“say no to crack”) teaches Alexander the finer points of bowling and the DaVinci crew
At the December 2007 Security bowling meeting!
Next month: Part I of our December 2007 Christmas Party!

THE NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND
MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE AT

O’CHARLEY’S
ON MONDAY 15 APRIL AT 6:30 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD & FRIENDSHIP!!

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!

DaVinci Members Receive a $20.00 Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

ONE MORE THING THEN DISMISSED!

