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UPCOMING EVENTS
**31 August, Pizza and a Movie Night, Freddy and Connie’s, 6:30 PM
**10 September, DaVinci Night Out/Membership Meeting, Zombie Pig BBQ, 6:30 PM
**29 September, Goodbye Summer, Hello Fall, Cookout, Freddy & Connie’s, 12:00 PM

FROM THE CENTER SEAT
Well, the “brr” months are upon us! Hard to believe that it is September already! Pretty soon we
will have to plan for our annual Thanksgiving and Christmas parties.
Anyway, August was a pretty slow month with only the Night Out/Membership meeting to
report on. I had to postpone our bi-monthly Pizza and a Movie Night because the air conditioner
on the TV side of the house decided to stop working. Normally that would not make a difference
to me watching TV but when you consider that I have a plasma television which generates a lot
of heat plus add to that the body heat of 6 or 7 folks and the temperature in the room would
become quite uncomfortable no matter what speed the ceiling fan was operating. Well, the air
conditioner is back to its cooling self so the Pizza and a Movie Night has been rescheduled for
Friday, 31 August, beginning at 6:30 PM. I was planning on showing “Colossus: The Forbin
Project” at the bequest of Todd but Todd is making his annual pilgrimage to Atlanta to attend
Dragon Con and so I changed the movie to the 1956 classic “Invasion of the Body Snatchers” and
will save “Colossus: The Forbin Project” for the October Pizza and a Movie Night. Hope you can
make it.
The August Night Out at Wild Wings Café was attended by 15 DaVinci members. The food and
service was great but the live music was way too loud even though we were seated on the other
side of the restaurant. I did ask for the music to be turned down a bit but my request fell on deaf
ears (probably because of the loud music). Anyway folks did seem to enjoy their food and the
fellowship was wonderful as usual. Our server, Roxanne, did a super job keeping the glasses full
and dirty dishes cleared. And as far as I know, the checks were correct. It was good to see Lisa N.
and Steve B. who had not been to a Night Out in a while.
Once everyone had just about finished their meals, it was time for the free meal and Captain’s
Perks drawings. I had Wilbert, the winner of last month’s free meal, do the honors and he drew
Steve B.’s name! Following that three names were drawn for the Captain’s Perks. The first name
drawn was Jeff who won a Star Trek Beyond tumbler plus a Captain Kirk trading card. The next
drawing was for 50 Credit Federation bill that was won by Jeff. Finally, the big perk of the
evening, an autographed picture of Vaughn Armstrong from Enterprise was won by Steve B.
(only the 2nd double winner at a single Night Out)! Congratulations to all the winners.
I had just taken my seat when Russell began talking about the Starfleet International Conference
(IC) and the surprise that Gregory brought back with him. Russell had me stand up and proceeded
to present me with a certificate proclaiming the DaVinci Pilot as the electronic newsletter of the
year! Wow, was I taken aback! To be called the best out of a possible 237 (number of Chapters in
Starfleet) is quite an honor. Kudos goes out to Gregory who attended the IC and was able to bring
home this prestigious award. Following this surprise there was another as Roxanne brought out a
birthday cake and ice cream to Wilbert and then proceeded to sing “Happy Birthday”. What an
exciting evening for all concerned (sans the loud music!). Check out the photos from all the fun.

Martha and Jeff and Joe and Gregory pose for a photo while waiting to order.

And so too do Lisa and Steve and Todd and our other Steve.

Connie and Scott and Sandra and Wilbert also pose for a photo.

And couples Diane and Russell and Freddy (with his Guinness) and Connie pose for a photo.

Our server, Roxanne, takes Diane’s and then Russell’s drink orders.

Later she takes Russell and Diane’s food order and Todd enjoys his steak sandwich.

Look what we won: Steve (free meal) and Jeff (Star Trek Beyond cup and Captain Kirk card.

And, Wilbert (50 Credit Federation bill) and Steve (autographed photo of Vaughn Armstrong)!

Freddy poses with the “Electronic Newsletter of the Year” award from Starfleet and Roxanne
poses with Sandra and Wilbert with his free birthday cake!

Wilbert gets ready to enjoy his birthday cake and ice cream!

The DaVinci crew at Wild Wings Café during the August Night Out/Membership Meeting.
The September Night Out/Membership meeting will be held at a new location, the Zombie Pig
BBQ on Veteran’s Parkway, which is located in a small strip mall just across the street from
Beal’s Lighting Gallery and near the Hughston Clinic on 10 September at 6:30 PM. Please note
the change to the 2nd Monday as Connie and I will be at Disney World on the 3 rd Monday.
Captain’s privilege, after all. Hope to see you there. For the same reason, our annual Goodbye
Summer, Hello Fall cookout will be held on Saturday, 29 September, at our house, beginning at
12:00 PM. More on that as the time nears.
Only four DaVinci members (Dutch, Scott, Todd, and myself) went to the AMC Columbus Park
Crossing 15 to see “2001: A Space Odyssey” at the IMAX theater. If you did not go you missed
one terrific film! Seeing it in an IMAX setting made all the difference in the world! Things you
may not have noticed seeing it on a smaller screen now jumped out at you. Combined with the
sound and – WOW is all I can say. After we were all amazed we went to Wendy’s for a post
movie dinner and talked about – what else but 50’s television westerns! Ah well….
Until the next time - engage!
ADM Freddy Heller
Commanding Officer

678th STARFLEET MARINES
Greeting Marines!
So what does it take to be a HAM operator?
There are different levels of licenses you can obtain when becoming an Amateur Radio
operator, the first being the technician license. There are currently four different levels of licenses
and with each step up you are given more frequency privileges. It’s not hard to get your license.
All tests are multiple choice and you can buy books to study or even go online to study. All the
questions have one right answer and all the exact questions and answers are given to you to
memorize. How easy is that when you have the answers to the test? I do have to say though, you
will have to do some studying to learn the basics of radio communication and about electronics.
You don’t have to have any experience with any of it and a lot of kids (some I’ve see are eight
and ten years old) even have their amateur radio licenses. That’s how easy it really is.
The Amateur Radio service as a hobby is very rewarding also. You never know who you might
get to talk to as the Amateur Radio Service is worldwide. There’s even an amateur radio station
on the International Space Station. There also used to be an Amateur Radio station on the space
shuttles before they were decommissioned. I was able to talk with an astronaut even on one of the
space shuttle missions years ago. I had a schedule of the fly overs and because they are in space it
doesn’t take much to reach them. I actually talked to an astronaut who was on the Space Shuttle
Discovery that was from Belgium. All I used to talk to him was a simple, hand held walkie-talkie
and 5 watts of power. After the communication with him, which only lasted 45 seconds, he sent
me a QSL card which is like a postcard from an Amateur Radio operators with all their
information and sometimes their picture. His had a picture of him in his space suit pictured right
on front. Many famous people are also Amateur Radio operators from Barry Goldwater to Patty
Loveless to the King of Jordan. I even have a friend who talked to the King of Jordan and has a
QSL card from him.
So what is it Amateur Radio operators talk about and do when you’re not helping in disasters?
Sometimes we just talk about Amateur Radio stuff, our new equipment or where we’re going to
eat lunch on Fridays. We also have what we call “Nets” which are like meetings over the air.
Everyone checks in from wherever they’re at, but things are kept formal and it’s also how we
practice over the air communications and protocol. Along with just talking over the air waves,
just like those of us on the DaVinci, we are also a social organization with friends and family. We
have local clubs and we even go out to eat on a monthly basis like we do on the DaVinci.
Throughout the year we have different events such as field day which is a day in June that the
entire world competes to make as many contacts as we can for our countries and often those of us
in the United States receive prizes and awards from the ARRL (Amateur Radio Relay League).
The ARRL is like the NRA for gun owners, but they represent Radio Amateurs.

If you think you might like to become an Amateur Radio operator, feel free to get with me and
I’ll be glad to show you more. It’d be a great and fun way to volunteer our time as Marines. Until
next time, Ooh Rah!
Brigadier Joshua Ainsworth
678th MSG OIC
2nd Brigade, 3rd Battalion

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
The new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place and are a pretty good deal. NOTE:
There are no more paper memberships available. All memberships are electronic (via email). If
you are thinking of joining Fleet but the expense was too high now you can get your
membership for much less money. Not only will you save money there, but your membership in
the DaVinci is half off as well (up to a $7.50 savings!) and you are automatically promoted to
Acting Ensign! The new Starfleet membership rates are: Individual - $5; Family of 2 - $9;
Family of 3 - $12; Family of 4 - $14; Family of 5 - $16; and Family of 6 - $17. Paper
membership certificates are no longer available – all memberships are now completely digital.
However, if you wish a paper certificate it will cost you $3.00 for each one plus shipping. If you
want a printed copy of the Starfleet handbook it will cost you $8.00 plus shipping. If you are not
in Starfleet, please give some thought about joining this great organization!

TABULATIONS
The tab collection effort for 2018 is dragging pretty slowly this year. Last year at this time we
had 103,309 tabs collected! Please start saving those little pieces of aluminum! Only a few folks
have donated. With a nice donation from friends in CA Freddy has jumped ahead of Connie for
second place. Jeff is still the top “tabber”. As always, the tabs can come off any type can from
pop to cat food to dog food to soup! Ask your neighbors to save tabs for you; ask your church or
other social group to save tabs. You will be surprised as to how many tabs you can collect that
way. Here are the totals as of press time:
Starting Balance
Jeff Kirkland
Freddy Heller

0
4000
3742

Connie Heller
Randy Dunn
Scott Roop
Joe Perry
Hal Stewart
Dutch Cummings
Total

1917
346
134
48
35
32
10242

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The Night Out/Membership Meeting locations for 2018 were selected at our Thanksgiving get
together at Golden Corral. We also chose to alternate locations in case the original location falls
through. There are some great restaurants in store with a couple new locations and several we had
not been to in quite a while. I hope you will mark your calendars. Here are the 2018 locations:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Alternate #1
Alternate #2

Peluso’s
New China
Cracker Barrel
Texas Roadhouse
Olive Garden **UNIFORM NIGHT**
Red Lobster (13th Street)
Ruby Tuesday
Wild Wings Cafe
Zombie Pig BBQ **NEW**
Hooter’s
Zaxby’s (PC) **NEW**
Houlihan’s (Downtown)
Pho Viet
CiCi’s (Macon Road)

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT THE

ZOMBIE PIG BBQ
ON MONDAY 17 SEPTEMBER AT 6:30 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
Here are just a few of the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and historical
events that are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in September.
US and Russia Agree to a Joint Venture to Build a Space Station (1993)
Viking 2 Lands on Mars (1976)
Voyager I is Launched (1977)
Star Trek Premiers (1966)
Star Trek Animated Series Premiers (1973)
Viking 2 Launched to Mars (1975)
Jeffrey Combs (Weyoun, Brunt on DS9; Shran on ENT)
Roxann Dawson (Lt B’Ellana Torres On VOY)
“We Choose To Go To the Moon” Address (President Jhon F. Kennedy 1962)
First Married Couple in Space (Mark Lee & Jan Davis; Endeavor, 1992)
First Black Woman in Space (Mae Jemison; Endeavor, 1992)
First Japanese Citizen to Fly on US Craft (Mamoru Mohri, Endeavor, 1992)
Walter Koenig (ENS Pavel Chekov on TOS)
Bruce Hyde (LT Kevin O’Riley on TOS)
First Man-Made Object to Reach Moon (Luna II 1959)
ENS Lisa Monhead
Jayne Brook (ADM Cornwell on DIS)
NASA Announced 9 New Astronauts, Including Neil A. Armstrong (1962)
NASA Unveils Space Shuttle Enterprise (1976)
ENS Jeremiah Meadows
Galileo Becomes the First Spacecraft to Enter Jupiter’s Atmosphere (2003)
Rosalind Chao (Keiko O’Brien on DS9)
Neptune Discovered by Johann Galle (1846)
ENS Brittanney Allen
First All-Instrument Flight (1929)
First Nuclear Aircraft Carrier (USS Enterprise) Launched (1960)
Enterprise Premiers (2001)
First Spacewalk for China (Zhai Zhigagn Aboard Shenzhou 7, 2008)
Star Trek: The Next Generation Premiers (1987)
First Round-the-World Flight (US Army 1924)
William Windom (Commodore Matt Decker on TOS)
CRMN Scott Norman

2nd
3rd
5th
8th
8th
9th
9th
11th
12th
12th
12th
12th
14th
14th
14th
16th
16th
17th
17th
18th
21st
23rd
23rd
23rd
24th
24th
26th
27th
28th
28th
28th
30th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column your membership has expired and
you need to renew as soon as possible to make sure you keep getting the Pilot every month. If
highlighted in BOLD your membership has expired or nearing its expiration so please renew
soon. Thanks!
Name
Sandra Adams
Josh Ainsworth
Michael Allen
Steve Brown
James Carey
Mackey Carter
David Craft
Dutch Cummings
Steve Cushing
Paul DeHart
Randy Dunn
Marcia Edwards
Vee Floyd
Whitney Gaines
Laura Gordy
Freddy Heller
Karl Henry
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
Everett Leonard
David Lindsey

DaVinci
Jul 19
Aug 18
Jul-19
Dec 18
Sep 18
Jan 21
Jul 19

Starfleet
Name
DaVinci Starfleet
Jul 19 Jake Lowe
Jul 19
Jul 18
Jul 19
Dec 18
Aug 18 Lech Mazur
Jul 19 Margaret McGillicuddy Jul 19
Sep 19
Jeremiah Meadows
Jul 19
Jul 19
Jul 19
Jul 19
Sep 18 Lisa Monhead
Feb 19 Maria Morgan
May 22
Jul 19 Gregory Newer
Nov 18 Dec 18
May 19
Jul 19
Jul 19 Scott Norman
LTM
Dec 18 Dec 18 Sandra Okamoto
Jul-22
Jan 19 Barbara Paul
Jul 21
Mar 20
Jul 19
Jul 20 Joe Perry
Jul 19
Nov 18
Aug 18 Oct 18 Paige Reagan
Aug 18 Nov-19
Jul 18 Expired Jessie Reddy
Sep 18
Sep 18
Aug 19 Mar 19 Scott Roop
Jul 19
May 19
Aug 18 Oct 18 Russell Ruhland
Aug 18 Feb 20
Jul 19 Mar 19 Dennis Shaw
Jul 19
Jan 20
Mar 19
Thelma Shumpert
Dec 18 Nov 18
Oct 19 Nov 18 Gisela Stephens
LTM
Dec 18
Nov 19 Aug 19 Harold Stewart
Feb 19 May 19
Dec 18 Feb 19 Chris Turkovitz
Aug 18
Dec 18 Feb 19 Mike Walker
Jul 19
Jul 20
Mar 19 Mar 19 Natalei Zappala
Jul 18
Sep 18

AHOY! WELCOME ABOARD!
Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed their
membership in the DaVinci (D) and/or Starfleet (S).
Dennis Shaw (D)
Gloria Gaines (D)
Martha Kirkland (D) (S)

Doris Shaw (D)
Richard Gaines (D)

Whitney Gaines (D)
Jeff Krikland (D) (S)

LATINUM VAULT
Opening Balance
Renewals/Dues
Night Out
Cans
Postage
Closing Balance

$ 84.82
$17.50
$10.00
$6.20
$ 40.36
$58.16

VADM Connie Heller

DID YOU KNOW THAT?
If drivers adhere to the 45 mph speed limit on Route 66 in
NM, the road’s rumble strips will play a rendition of “America
the Beautiful”.
Neil Armstrong’s astronaut application arrived a week past
the deadline. A friend slipped the tardy form in with the
others.

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
The new DaVinci t-shirts are in!! They are quite nice and I am sure they will go fast so make
sure you reserve yours today. The cost is very reasonable: YM to L ($11); XL ($12), 2X ($13),
3X ($14), and 4X ($15). I did order (I hope) enough of each size and this time around some youth
medium in each color. Oh, we still have a few of the older ones left and they can be purchased at
a slight discount. Here is what the new ones look like:

)
Operations

Science

Engineering

Here is what we currently have in stock:
Operations (Red)
Medium
2
Large
1
XL
4
2X
3
4X
1

Science (Blue)
Youth Medium
Small
Medium
Large
2X

1
1
2
3
3

Engineering (Yellow)
Youth Medium
1
Small
1
Medium
5
Large
3
XL
1
2X
2
4X
1

We also have several of the older versions DaVinci shirts available for a discount – your choice
$7.00 each. Here is what we have: Operations (1 - medium); Science (1 - medium); Engineering
(1 - medium); Generic Gray (1 - medium and 2 – XL); and believe it or not we still have
twopreviously worn of our first gray t-shirts (medium) in stock for $3.00 each. If you want any of
the above t-shirts feel free to email or call me to reserve your size. I cannot hold it forever so if
you reserve a shirt, please pay as soon as possible. Thanks.
Do not forget that Jeff knows a woman that goes to his church that will embroider a DaVinci
logo on any t-shirt or polo for only a $10.00 fee. You have to supply the item in any color you
wish. Bring me the item and the $10.00 and I will send them to Jeff who will then pass on the
items to the embroiderer. Here is what the finished product will look like:

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal Stewart for his weekly donation of cans;
Steve Cushing and Wilbert Adams for their donation of coupons;
Paul DeHart and Barbara Paul for taking even more and more and more and more Starfleet
Academy courses; and,
Barbara Paul for receiving a TRACOM Honorary Award at the Starfleet International
Conference (IC)!

LINKS

Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Craig’s List:
Starfleet Database
Starfleet Home Page:
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
USS DaVinci Home Page

http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp
https://db.sfi.org
http://www.sfi.org/
http://region2.org/
http://www.ussdavinci.org/

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series of
photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time. Many of
you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they made the
USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you would like to see
published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as to who is in the
photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me know! Okay, here is
Part I of our October 2007 Night Out/Membership Meeting at Mi Casa Mexican Buffet:

Hitting the buffet are Russell and Connie while Todd poses for a photo at the table.

Joe and Lech also pose for a photo.
Next month, Part II of our October Night Out/Membership Meeting at Mi Casa Mexican Buffet!

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

DaVinci Members Receive a $20.00 Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT THE

ZOMBIE PIG BBQ
ON MONDAY 17 SEPTEMBER AT 6:30 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

