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UPCOMING EVENTS
**04 May, Star Wars Day Celebration, Dutch & Melanie’s, 6:00 PM
**17 May, DaVinci Night Out & Membership Meeting, Olive Garden, 7:00 PM
**31 May, ABCDE, Red Robin, 7:00 PM

FROM THE CENTER SEAT

Well the slow month began with the semi-monthly Pizza and a Movie at my house. Ten
DaVinci folks feasted on pizza and 8 watched “Forbidden Planet” in the TV room while Connie
and Diane watched “Rise of the Guardians” in the back bedroom. We also had a special guest
(whom I have been trying to get to join the DaVinci for a number of years without success).
Dutch brought Scott Norman, the Challenger Center Coordinator at the Space Science Center. I
bought 4 pizzas from Little Caesar - 1 mushroom, 2 pepperoni, and 1 ham - and by the end of the
evening there were only a few pieces of the ham pizza left over. Everyone enjoyed the movies
and cannot wait for the next Pizza and a Movie Night in June. I have a fun movie in mind for
June so stand by!

Dutch and Scott wait for the rest of the folks to arrive and the pizza is “hot ‘n ready”

Diane, Todd, and Joe help themselves to the pizza.

Enjoying the pizza and the movie are Scott and Dutch and Steve, Josh, and Joe.

Diane and Connie chat in the kitchen and let the boys watch their movie and the boys watching
“Forbidden Planet” at our 3rd Pizza and a Movie Night!
We had a nice turn out for the April Night Out/Membership Meeting at the Texas Roadhouse.
Eleven DaVinci personnel met and dined on some good food and chatted Trek, conventions, and
a host of other topics. The place was very crowded and fortunately the Texas Roadhouse had
implemented call ahead seating which I took advantage of. Once 8 of us arrived I notified the
staff and we were seated just about on time. Several of us had Spirit Cards and enjoyed a free
“Blossom” with the purchase of an entrée. They are so big that one would have a hard time
finishing it as well as an entrée so most of us who ordered the Blossom took home portions of
both! Our server, Marybeth (cool name) was wonderful and kept everyone’s drinks filled and
dirty dishes cleared
Once everyone had just about finished their meals it was time for the monthly drawings for a
free meal and the Captain’s Perks! This month’s perks were a Spirit Card type card donated by
Todd and a couple of free passes to the Space Science Center donated by Dutch. First up was the
drawing for the free meal. Scott’s mom, Gail drew the lucky winner and - well, it had to happen
sooner or later – Gregory’s name was drawn! Yes, folks, this was the first time Gregory has ever
won the free meal, although he did not seem too excited about it. Humm, he must have some

Vulcan blood flowing through his veins! The winner of the Captain’s Perks was our very own
matriarch, Martha! Congratulations to the winners! Shortly after the drawing, folks began going
home until they meet again at our next DaVinci event. Enjoy the photos from all the fun!

Waiting to be seated are Scott and Gail and Martha and Jeff.

Dutch checks out his phone while waiting to be seated and Joe and Michael wait to order.

Checking out the menu are Dutch, Karl, and Steve and Gail and Scott.

Marybeth takes Jeff and Martha’s orders and Michael discusses his new books with Jeff.

Look what we won! Gregory (at last a free meal) and Martha (Spirit Card and Space Science
Center passes)

Gregory and Joe enjoying their meals and Freddy, Dutch, Karl, and Steve pose for a photo.

Next month is our annual uniform night at the Olive Garden. This is a fun-filled evening for
both those who attend and the staff and management at the Olive Garden as they really enjoy our
being there. Please note that the May Night Out/Membership meeting will be on a different date
due to some conflicts. Normally, the May Night Out would be on 21 May but Connie and I will
be out of town on that date. So using my captain’s prerogative, I moved the Night Out to
Thursday, 17 May. The time remains the same – 7:00 PM. This is a uniform event so if you have
a uniform (Starfleet or Marine) please wear it. If you do not have a uniform but have a DaVinci tshirt, wear it instead. If you do not have a DaVinci t-shirt, there is no better time than the present
to buy one! Hope to see you there.
May ends with our annual “ABCDE” at Red Robin. For those of you new to the DaVinci,
ABCDE stands for “Admiral’s Birthday Celebration Dinner Extravaganza!” The ABCDE is a
gathering to celebrate the birthdays of Jeff (15 May), Russell (25 May), and myself (26 May), all
of us being Admirals in Starfleet! Watch your email for all the information.
Our next get together will be on 04 May, also known as Star Wars Day. We will be meeting at
Dutch’s house in Phenix City to watch “A New Hope.” Dutch will supply the hot dogs, chips,
and drinks and Connie has volunteered to make a special dessert. If you wish to bring something
you can. Again, watch your email for all the information.
Until the next time - engage!
ADM Freddy Heller

678th STARFLEET MARINES
Greetings Marines! Another month has passed and we’re almost half way through the year
already. With the summer months coming up I’m sure a lot of you will be planning for shore
leave and other activities, which brings me to a question. I would like to know what you all as a
unit would like to plan for summer activities. We have Memorial Day which is right around the
corner, the Fourth of July and plenty of hot days in between. For a lot of us the heat gets to be
almost unbearable so I think most of our activities should be kept indoors or done during the late
evening and afternoon hours. That doesn’t mean we can’t all meet somewhere and have a
cookout or spend a day at Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain for a small away mission. Of
course I’m sure our illustrious CO, Freddy Heller, will also be hosting events. I wasn’t able to
attend the last meeting to bring this topic up, but I’d like you all to think of some places we can
go or activities we can have and of course invite our DaVinci crewmen. So please think of some
ideas and bring them to the next meeting.
As usual, I would like to invite anyone reading this who is not a Marine to join the ranks of the
678th MSG (Marine Strike Group). You do not have to give up your rank or position if you
currently hold one on board the DaVinci. You get to keep your rank and it will transfer over to

the equivalent marine rank. From there you will be known by and answer to your Marine rank.
For example, in Starfleet, I am a Fleet Captain, but my equivalent rank in the marines is
Brigadier. Also, if you hold a position on the DaVinci you will also get to keep that position as
well as playing a dual role, if you like, within the Marine unit. I would also like to stress that we
are not a separate entity from the DaVinci and are very much a part of the ship and participate in
all DaVinci and Starfleet functions. We are a unit of Starfleet Marines who are currently assigned
to the DaVinci. All Marines in the unit report to me, the OIC (Officer In Charge), but we all, even
I, ultimately report to the ship CO (Commanding Officer).
That is all I have for this briefing. I hope to see you all at the next DaVinci night out and
remember, it is a uniform function, so if you have a uniform remember to wear it. Please
remember though, if you are a marine, we will be wearing our Monster Blacks as the Salt and
Pepper’s will not be acceptable attire. If you have any questions on the uniforms please refer to
the section in the Marine Force Manual on uniforms or feel free to contact me with any questions
you may have.
Until next time, Ooh-Rah!
Brigadier Joshua Ainsworth
678th MSG OIC
2nd Brigade, 3rd Battalion

PASSAGES
StarTrek.com is saddened to report the passing of Tim O'Connor, the veteran stage, film and
television actor whose distinguished career spanned decades and included the role of Ambassador
Briam in the fifth-season Star Trek: The Next Generation episode, "The Perfect Mate."

O’Connor and Patrick Stewart in the TNG episode “The Perfect Mate”

According to an April 11 obituary in his local newspaper, The Union, O'Connor passed away
peacefully in his sleep on Thursday, April 5th, while at his longtime home in Nevada City,
California. He was 90 years old.
Born on Chicago's South Side, O'Connor's pursuit of acting took him to New York and later to
Los Angeles. He often played serious authority figures and was probably best known for
portraying Elliot Carson -- husband to Dorothy Malone, father to Mia Farrow -- in 416 episodes
of the show Peyton Place.
His many other credits included The Twilight Zone, The Defenders, The Outer Limits, The
Fugitive, All in the Family, Maude, Wonder Woman, Buck Rogers in the 25th Century,
M*A*S*H, Dynasty, T.J. Hooker, The Naked Gun 2 1/2: The Smell of Fear and The Burning
Zone. O'Connor also co-founded the Children's Theater in Nevada City and directed numerous
productions for the Foothill Theater Company, also in Nevada City.
O'Connor is survived by his wife, Sheila MacLurg O'Connor, his son Timothy O'Connor, and
three stepsons. Thanks to StarTrek.com for the information.

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
The new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place and are a pretty good deal. NOTE:
There are no more paper memberships available. All memberships are electronic (via email). If
you are thinking of joining Fleet but the expense was too high now you can get your
membership for much less money. Not only will you save money there, but your membership in
the DaVinci is half off as well (up to a $7.50 savings!) and you are automatically promoted to
Acting Ensign! The new Starfleet membership rates are: Individual - $5; Family of 2 - $9;
Family of 3 - $12; Family of 4 - $14; Family of 5 - $16; and Family of 6 - $17. Paper
membership certificates are no longer available – all memberships are now completely digital.
However, if you wish a paper certificate it will cost you $3.00 for each one plus shipping. If you
want a printed copy of the Starfleet handbook it will cost you $8.00 plus shipping. If you are not
in Starfleet, please give some thought about joining this great organization!

TABULATIONS
The tab collection effort for 2018 was going at a snail’s pace until Jeff dropped of 4,000 tabs at
our 22nd Anniversary Party! Our goal of 100,000 tabs is going to be difficult this year because I
lost my prime source for tabs. I went in to turn-in my bag of cans to JD Knight and was surprised

to see that they are out of business! Fortunately there is a recycling center right next door.
Unfortunately JD Knight was my source so I am back in the hunt! As always, the tabs can come
off any type can from pop to cat food to dog food to soup! Ask your neighbors to save tabs for
you; ask your church or other social group to save tabs. You will be surprised as to how many
tabs you can collect that way. Here are the totals as of press time:
Starting Balance
Jeff Kirkland
Connie Heller
Freddy Heller
Hal Stewart
Total

0
4000
1917
605
19
6541

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The Night Out/Membership Meeting locations for 2018 were selected at our Thanksgiving get
together at Golden Corral. We also chose to alternate locations in case the original location falls
through. There are some great restaurants in store with a couple new locations and several we had
not been to in quite a while. I hope you will mark your calendars. Here are the 2018 locations:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Alternate #1
Alternate #2

Peluso’s
New China
Cracker Barrel
Texas Roadhouse
Olive Garden **UNIFORM NIGHT**
Red Lobster (13th Street)
Ruby Tuesday
Wild Wings Cafe
Zombie Pig BBQ **NEW**
Hooter’s
Zaxby’s (PC) **NEW**
Houlihan’s (Downtown)
Pho Viet
CiCi’s (Macon Road)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
Here are just a few of the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and historical
events that are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in May.
Leonardo DaVinci Dies (1519)
Astronaut Scott Carpenter
LT Michelle Walker
Marc Alaimo (Dukat on DS9)
First American in Space (Alan B. Shepard, Jr. 1961)
Telstar Two Communications Satellite Launched (1963)
ENS Dennis Shaw
PO1 Sandra Adams
CPO Lisa Neal
First Woman to Fly Solo Across the Pacific Ocean (Betty Miller 1963)
Wally Schirra (Mercury 7 Astronaut) Dies (2007)
Skylab 1 Space Station is Launched (1973)
Lewis and Clark Began their Expedition (1804)
First Inoculation Against Smallpox (Edward Jenner 1796)
Last Mercury Flight (Gordon L. Cooper 1963)
LT Gisela Stephens
RADM Jeff Kirkland
First Woman to Break Sound Barrier (Jacqueline Cochran 1953)
Apollo 10 Lifts off (Cernan, Stafford, Young 1969)
First Briton in Space (Helen Sharman 1991)
Charles A. Lindbergh Makes First Solo Non-Stop Flight Across Atlantic (1927)
John Billingsly (Dr. Phlox on ENT)
First Solo Flight Across the Atlantic Ocean (Charles Lindbergh 1927)
First Woman to Fly Solo Across the Atlantic Ocean (Amelia Earhart 1932)
First Airborne Explosion of Hydrogen Bomb (Bikini Atoll, 1956)
Apollo 10 Flies within 9 Miles of Moon’s Surface (1969)
Joan Collins (Edith Keeler on TOS)
Second American in Space (Scott Carpenter 1962)
Doug Jones (LT Saru on DIS)
President John F. Kennedy Sets Lunar Landing & Return Goal (1961)
ADM Russell Ruhland
ADM Freddy Heller
Harlan Ellison (Scrip Writer)

2nd
2nd
3rd
5th
5th
7th
11th
11th
12th
12th
13th
13th
14th
14th
15th
15th
15th
18th
18th
18th
20th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
24th
25th
25th
26th
27th

Lee Meriwether (Lorisa on TOS)
Army Launches Two Monkeys (Able & Baker) in Suborbital Flight (1959)
Discovery Docks at the International Space Station (1999)
Mariner Nine Blasts Off to Mars (1971)
Michael J. Pollard (Jahn on TOS)
Colm Meaney (Chief Miles O’Brien on DS9)
Michael Piller (Executive Producer)

27th
28th
29th
30th
30th
30th
30th

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM
It has been a while since this part of the Pilot has been published. There are some great nearby
conventions on the horizon. So without further ado:
WHOlanta: 04-06 May, Hilton Atlanta Airport, Atlanta, GA. Need I say “Wibbly Wobbly
Timey Wimey?” Not as big as some other Dr. Who conventions but from what I understand it is
loads of fun. Small guest list. This one is just around the corner so make your plans to attend
now.
MegaCon: 24-27 May, Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, FL. The guest list is quite
impressive. I went to MegaCon last year and had such a good time that I decided to go again this
year. Check out http://megaconorlando.com/ for all the information.
FanBoy Expo: 29 June – 01 July, Knoxville Convention Center, Knoxville, KY. Both Russell
and I have been to this one and Dutch, Connie, and I plan to go this year. There is a very
impressive guest list. Check it out at https://fanboyexpo.com/.
Atlanta ComicCon: 13-15 July, Georgia World Congress Center, Atlanta, GA. I may be going
up just on Saturday for this one. Check out https://atlantacomiccon.com/ for all the information.
Heroes and Villains Fan Fest: 18-19 November, Georgia World Congress Center, Atlanta
Georgia. This one calls for another possible day trip on Saturday. The guest list is just beginning
to take shape with a few great guests confirmed plus, it is not too far away. Check out their web
site at http://heroesfanfest.com/atlanta/ for further information.

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column this will be your last newsletter.

If highlighted in BOLD your membership has expired or nearing its expiration so please renew
soon. Thanks!
Name
Sandra Adams
Josh Ainsworth
Michael Allen
Steve Brown
James Carey
Mackey Carter
David Craft

DaVinci
Jul 18
Aug 18
Jul-18
Dec 18
Sep 18
Jan 21
Jul 18

Dutch Cummings
Steve Cushing
Paul DeHart
Randy Dunn
Marcia Edwards
Vee Floyd
Whitney Gaines
Laura Gordy
Freddy Heller
Karl Henry
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
Everett Leonard

Jul 18
Dec 18
Jul-18
Jul 18
Aug 18
Jul 18
Aug 18
Aug 18
Jul 18
Mar 19
Oct 19
Nov 18
Dec 18
Dec 18

Starfleet

Name
DaVinci Starfleet
David Lindsey
Mar 19 Mar 19
Aug 18 Jake Lowe
Jul 18
Jul 19
Jul 18 Lech Mazur
Jul 18
Dec 18
Margaret McGillicuddy Jul 18
Sep 19
Sep 18 Lisa Monhead
Jul 18
Jul 18
Feb 19 Maria Morgan
May 22
Gregory Newer
Nov 18 Dec 18
LTM
Jul 18 Sandra Okamoto
Dec 18
Jan 19
Jul 20
Oct 18
Jul 18
Mar 19
Oct 18
Mar 19

Barbara Paul
Joe Perry
Paige Reagan
Jessie Reddy
Scott Roop
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Thelma Shumpert
Gisela Stephens
Nov 18 Harold Stewart
Aug 18 Chris Turkovitz
Feb 19 Mike Walker
Feb 19 Natalei Zappala

Jul 18
Jul 18
Aug 18
Sep 18
Jul 18
Aug 18
Jul 18
Dec 18
LTM
Feb 19
Aug 18
Jul 18
Jul 18

Mar 20
Nov 18
Nov-19
Sep 18
May 18
Feb 20
Jul 18
Nov 18
Dec 18
May 18
Jul 19
Sep 18

AHOY! WELCOME ABOARD!
Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed their
membership in the DaVinci (D) and/or Starfleet (S).
Karl Henry (D)

Carole Barham (D)

LATINUM VAULT
Opening Balance
Sales/Donations
Cans
Postage
Dues
Nights Out

$151.64
$21.00
$11.00
$31.53
$5.00
$30.00

Closing Balance

$127.11

VADM Connie Heller

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
The new DaVinci t-shirts are in!! They are quite nice and I am sure they will go fast so make
sure you reserve yours today. The cost is very reasonable: YM to L ($11); XL ($12), 2X ($13),
3X ($14), and 4X ($15). I did order (I hope) enough of each size and this time around some youth
medium in each color. Oh, we still have a few of the older ones left and they can be purchased at
a slight discount. Here is what the new ones look like:

)
Operations
Here is what we currently have in stock:

Science

Engineering

Operations (Red)
Medium
2
Large
1
XL
4
2X
3
4X
1

Science (Blue)
Youth Medium
Small
Medium
Large
2X

1
1
2
3
3

Engineering (Yellow)
Youth Medium
1
Small
1
Medium
5
Large
3
XL
1
2X
2
4X
1

We also have several of the older versions DaVinci shirts available for a discount – your choice
$7.00 each. Here is what we have: Operations (1 - medium); Science (1 - medium); Engineering
(1 - medium); Generic Gray (1 - medium and 2 – XL); and believe it or not we still have two
previously worn of our first gray t-shirts (medium) in stock for $3.00 each. If you want any of the
above t-shirts feel free to email or call me to reserve your size. I cannot hold it forever so if you
reserve a shirt, please pay as soon as possible. Thanks.
Do not forget that Jeff knows a woman that goes to his church that will embroider a DaVinci
logo on any t-shirt or polo for only a $10.00 fee. You have to supply the item in any color you
wish. Bring me the item and the $10.00 and I will send them to Jeff who will then pass on the
items to the embroiderer. Here is what the finished product will look like:

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT THE

OLIVE GARDEN
ON THURSDAY 17 MAY AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

ACCOLADES

A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal Stewart for his weekly donation of cans;
Steve C. for his donation of coupons; and
Paul DeHart for receiving the Diamond Boothby Award for reaching 250 courses taken from
Starfleet Academy. Congratulations Paul!

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some DVD releases scheduled for May that might interest you:
Nothing really of interest this month unless

you enjoy 1980’s TV shows or My Little Pony

LINKS

Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Craig’s List:
Starfleet Database
Starfleet Home Page:
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
USS DaVinci Home Page

http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp
https://db.sfi.org
http://www.sfi.org/
http://region2.org/
http://www.ussdavinci.org/

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series of
photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time. Many of
you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they made the
USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you would like to see
published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as to who is in the
photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me know! Okay, here is
Part I of our 11th annual participation in the 2007 Help-the-Hooch River clean up.

Christopher and Ariana wait for more arrivals and then walk down the River Walk to begin the
clean up effort.

Randy, Todd, Ariana, Christopher, and Freddy pick up trash and the Chattahoochee River.

Randy climbs down to the river’s edge to pick up trash on the embankment as does Freddy.

Freddy and Randy work hard on the embankment while Mario, Vanessa, Ashley,
and Mario look on.

Vanessa shows off a pearl necklace she found while Mario shows off the sign he found.
Next month, Part II of our 11th annual participation in the 2007 Help-the-Hooch River clean up.

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

DaVinci Members Receive a $20.00 Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

