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UPCOMING EVENTS
**06 April, Pizza and a Movie Night, Freddy & Connie’s, 6:30 PM
**16 April, DaVinci Night Out & Membership Meeting, Texas Roadhouse, 7:00 PM

FROM THE CENTER SEAT

If you did not attend the Region 2 Summit in Madison, AL you missed a fun-filled time. I do not
want to go into great detail because Russell wrote his annual write-up on the Summit and you
will be able to read all about it later in this issue of the Pilot. I do wish to say that although we put
in for several awards, the DaVinci did not win anything AGAIN this year. With us hosting the
Summit last year, donating over $100,000 worth of coupons, and all the other things we
accomplished last year, I really thought that we had a good chance to win Chapter of the year.
Alas it was not to be. Still, everyone who attended had a great time and all are looking forward to
next year’s Summit in…oops...I do not wish to give away Russell’s surprise so you will have to
wait until his article lets you know when and where.
Connie spent several months making Steampunk Star Trek outfits for us to wear at the Summit
banquet on Saturday night. Here we are in all our glory!

The Summit actually “began” Thursday evening as the 7 of us who were planning on attending
the Summit met at Olive Garden for a pre-Summit dinner. In attendance were Russell and Diane,
Joe, Michael, Gregory, Connie, and myself. The food was excellent and the topic of conversation
varied from Star Trek Discovery to which way and what time folks were planning on leaving for
the Summit. The usual photos are on the next page.

Russell and Michael and Gregory and Connie wait to order.

Joe and Diane also wait to order and Freddy and Joe (half smiling!) pose for a picture.

Russell and Diane order their meals and the Summit attendees at the Olive Garden.

Just a short 6 days following the Summit was our 22nd Anniversary Party and Pie Toss! What a
great turn-out we had! Twenty-two crew members showed up for pizza, Connie’s homemade
blueberry pie, ice cream, and the Pie Party. Plus there were awards, a room full of goodies (a mini
Moogie’s store), and loads of great stuff to give away thanks to generous donations by Russell
and Leiko. Oh, and thanks to Randy there were Darth Vader chocolate candies and snacks and to
Sandra there were chocolate candy coins. It was also great to see Martha who is recovering well
from a broken hip she suffered after a fall. Not bad for a spry 92 year old! Glad you are back and
doing well.
Well, the day began with me just having finished getting everything prepared when Russell and
Diane showed up - Russell with an armload of goodies for the door prize drawing (a couple of
which I put on the Captain’s Table). After I took a quick shower, Russell and I went to pick up
the 12 pizzas I had ordered – 3 each of pepperoni, cheese, ham, and (for those who like it)
mushroom. After that, folks slowly began to arrive – several of which were dressed in their St.
Patrick’s Day finest!
Once everyone had had their fill of pizza, blueberry pie, and ice cream, it was time for the
awards and door prize drawings. First up was a “Welcome Back from the Delta Quadrant” award
presented to David, Yonah, and Mathew for returning to the DaVinci after a too long absence (we
missed you guys). Next, Joe received a Certificate of Appreciation for his volunteering to be part
of the Final Mission ceremony during the Region 2 Summit in Madison, AL. Those getting
promoted were Sandra to Petty Officer First Class (PO1), Gregory to lieutenant junior grade
(LTJG), Todd to lieutenant commander (LTCDR) and Diane to commander (CDR). Finally, I
presented Russell with an Officer of the Year certificate for his outstanding work within the
DaVinci coupled with his work within Region 2 and Starfleet.
A bit of background is in order. For the last 7 years, Russell has been put in for either Officer of
the Year or Flag Officer of the Year for the Region 2 awards presented during the annual summit
and for 7 years he has failed to win. So, I thought it high time he be recognized for all his hard
work. Congratulations Russell on an award well deserved and to all the other award and
promotion recipients as well. As the Klingons would say – Qapla!

Hitting the pizza buffet line were Russell and Jeff, Martha, and Steve.

While Lisa helps herself to pizza, in the great room Connie, Charles, and Leiko enjoy their pizza.

In the kitchen Todd, Steve, Lisa, Sandra, and Joe and in the dining room Martha, Jeff, Michael,
and David enjoy pizza and a great conversation.

Also in the dining room were Yonah, Mathew, Diane, and Russell and David and Randy.

Connie cuts herself a piece of blueberry pie and Joe scoops some ice cream while Russell waits.

What do you do while waiting for something to happen? Russell, Steve, and Lisa know!

Mathew, Yonah, and David receive their “Welcome Back from the Delta Quadrant” award and
Freddy presents Joe with his Certificate of Appreciation.

Freddy presents promotion certificates to Sandra (PO1) and Gregory (LTJG).

Also getting promoted are Todd (LTCDR) and Diane (CDR).

Freddy presents a well-deserved “Officer of the Year” award to Russell.

Immediately following the awards presentation, the door prize drawings took place. Leiko had
brought a whole bag of goodies and I decided to save a couple for another future drawing. Even
after putting aside prizes from both Russell’s and Leiko’s donations, we still gave away 6 items.
Matthew was our official ticket drawer and ironically the first ticket he drew was for his mom
Yonah who won some Ear Soap-on-a-Rope from the Walking Dead. Next Gregory won a pair of
Vulcan Hand Salute Socks which he then gave to Sandra. Charles was the winner of a Star Trek
Into Darkness paperback. Connie took home a CP3O Drink Cooler. A package of Star Trek
Greeting Cards was won by Joe. And, the big prize of the day, a Borg Cube Lamp Shade, was
won by Todd! Congratulations to all the winners!

Look what we won: Yonah (ear soap-on-rope); Gregory (Vulcan socks); Charles (Star Trek book)

And, Connie (CP3O can cooler); Joe (Trek greeting cards); and Todd (Borg Cube lamp shade)!
I almost (on purpose?) forgot about the Pie Party and began giving the speech about sticking
around for the afternoon but quickly recovered when a few “hold on there!” came from those
assembled. After setting up the sheets, getting the Cool-Whip out of the fridge, and changing my
shirt, it was time for all the fun of the Pie Party. Now as you recall, the Pie Party is an award for
those folks who donate the most tabs the previous year (with a minimum of 5,000 needed to be

eligible to toss a pie). This year’s tosses were our top “tabber” Jeff with a nice donation of 16,000
tabs who got to pie both me and Joe; Connie (8,288 tabs) who had the pleasure of pieing me; and
Russell (5,000 tabs) who got to pie Joe.
I was up first and Jeff did not disappoint the crowd as he laid one perfectly on target.
Fortunately Jeff is not the one to take advantage of a helpless individual and did not take the pie
tin from face to head and back again. Once he stepped back I realized I forgot the towels and so
while Connie went to retrieve the towels, I waited patiently while Cool-Whip dropped from my
face to the sheet below. Once I had a towel in hand I wiped my face, removed the sheet from my
body, and handed it to Joe. Jeff was just as kind to Joe as he was to me but it seemed as if more of
the Cool-Whip stuck to the top of Joe’s head as it did to mine because – well simply put, Joe has
more hair!
I was up next and waited patiently for Connie to toss her pie. Well, just as she did last year, she
gave her pie to Matthew. Matthew was a little too excited and instead of pressing the pie on my
face he literally tossed it, the pie barely scraping my head and flying over the sheet on the ground
to land on the concrete. There was a slight delay in the festivities as I had to clean up the mess
before continuing. I learned that Cool-While will stain concrete if not cleaned up right away. The
good thing in all of that was that I did not have to wipe Cool-Whip off my face.
The last pie belonged to Russell and his victim was Joe. Russell was not as kind to Joe as Jeff
had been as he did go from face to head finally placing the tin on top of Joe’s head. Once Joe had
wiped his face and the laughter subsided, the Pie Party for the 2017 tab collection effort had
finally come to an end. Anyone wish to volunteer to take my place next year? Please? No really,
PLEASE?

Posing for a pre-pie photo are Jeff and Freddy and Jeff lays a perfect “splat” on Freddy’s face!
NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

TEXAS ROADHOUSE
ON MONDAY 16 APRIL, 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

“Mommy!” cries Freddy and again a very happy Jeff poses with Joe for a pre-pie photo.

Splat! Jeff hits Joe with perfect form and gets a big kick after doing so.

No so much Joe and Matthew poses with Freddy for the pre-pie photo.

Russell poses with Joe just before he hits Joe with the rarely used upper head splat technique!

Joe poses for a post-pieing photo while a very please Russell looks on and tossing a pie sure
does make one sleepy!

Whew! Is it time to go home yet?

Folks stayed around for about the next hour or so and chatted on various topics ranging from
Star Trek (naturally) to books to the latest television shows. It was near to 6:00 PM by the time
the last person left. A BIG Bajoran thanks to all who attended and again congratulations to all the
folks receiving awards or promotions and the winners of the door prize drawings. Also it was
great seeing David, Yonah, and Matthew and it was great to see Martha up and about after her
surgery! As for y’all who tossed pies remember that revenge is a dish best served cold!
Out monthly Night Out/Membership meeting at Cracker Barrel was a big hit as 14 DaVinci
personnel dined on some mighty fine fixin’s. It was great to see Dutch as he cannot always come
to a DaVinci event. He also passed on some great news albeit a bit early. It looks as if our
Christmas party will be able to be held at the Space Science Center this year! More on that as the
date nears.
After everyone had ordered their meals I presented a couple of individuals with awards since
they were not able to make the anniversary party. First, I presented a certificate of promotion to
LTJG to Everett and a certificate of promotion to PO1 to Wilbert. Wilbert also received the
DaVinci’s Enlisted Member of the Year award for his outstanding service to the ship and to the
Columbus community. Congratulations to the both of them!
Once the food began to arrive it was quickly devoured as were the yummy biscuits that came
with most meals. When everyone had just about finished, it was time for the monthly Captain’s
Perks drawing and the drawing for the free meal. I brought a Spirit Card that had been donated by
Todd and Russell brought a Hallmark Spock ornament for the Captain’s Perks monthly give
away. Everett drew the first name for the Spock ornament and the winner was Wilbert! Not only
did he get promoted and was chosen Enlisted Member of the Year, but he also won one of the
Captain’s Perks! A very happy Wilbert then drew the name for the Spirit Card and Martha was
the lucky name drawn. Finally, I had Connie draw the name for the free meal and her “Gossip
Girl” partner in crime, Diane, was the lucky winner for March. Congratulations to all the March
Night Out winners.

Checking out the Cracker Barrel menu are Wilbert and Sandra and Jeff and Martha.

Also decided what to order are Russell, Diane, and Scott and Connie and Dutch.

Gregory and Joe were there as were Todd and Everett.

Freddy presents a certificate of promotion to Everett (LTJG) and to Wilbert (PO1).

Freddy reads the certificate and presents Wilbert with Enlisted Member of the Year honors!

Look what we won: Wilbert (Spock ornament); Martha (Spirit Card); Diane (free meal)!

Diane chastises Freddy for not wearing his DaVinci t-shirt and the DaVinci crew at Cracker
Barrel for the March Night Out/Membership meeting!

A BIG Bajoran thanks to all who attended the March Night Out/Membership meeting. I hope
everyone received their 2018 International Space Station calendar at the Cracker Barrel. If you
were not at the anniversary party or the Night Out and would like to have one, drop me an email
and I will put one aside for you.
Well, out next Night Out/Membership meeting will be on 16 April at the Texas Roadhouse. The
next DaVinci gathering will be the Pizza and a Movie night at my house on Friday, 06 April at
6:30 PM. Not sure what will be shown but it will be a classic 1950’s sci-fi movie. Hope you can
make it.
Oh, one more thing! Jeff knows a woman that goes to his church that will embroider a DaVinci
logo on any t-shirt or polo for only a $10.00 fee. You have to supply the item in any color you
wish. Bring me the item and the $10.00 and I will send them to Jeff who will then pass on the
items to the embroiderer. Here is what the finished product will look like:

Not bad for only $10.00 so place your order today!
Until the next time - engage!
ADM Freddy Heller
NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

TEXAS ROADHOUSE
ON MONDAY 16 APRIL, 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

678th STARFLEET MARINES
Greetings Marines!
March was a rather busy month. First off, I would like to welcome back our DOIC, Marine
Captain David Lindsey, from the Delta Quadrant. Being I was once there myself, I can say it was
a long journey back home. David is now reinstated as DOIC and Marine Captain Scott Roop will
reside as our Junior DOIC. Welcome back David!
If you all remember, back on 09 February I stepped in a rather large hole, apparently dug by
J’onn from Nimbus III, and broke my ankle. After receiving a less than honorable “boot” from
sick bay to wear for six weeks, I have been cleared by the doctor in sick bay to return to my
normal duties. Next time I will be more careful when on away missions not to step in holes, but
am happy to be out of the boot none the less.
I recently talked to GEN Barbara Paul, our third Battalion OIC, about insignias and what not for
our uniforms. If you have acquired your uniform or are thinking of acquiring one in the future,
please let me know immediately. GEN Paul needs a list of everyone who needs supplies from our
Quartermaster for their uniforms so we can try to acquire them. Also, anyone who has not
received their unit patches please contact me. I have yours available.
Another thing I wanted to mention to anyone reading this who is not a marine, which was
brought to mind at the anniversary party, is that if you want to join our unit all you need to do is
request that you want to join the unit and I will add you to the roster. There is only one
requirement to becoming a full-fledged Marine and that is to take PD-100 through the Starfleet
Marine Academy. It is a simple multiple choice test which familiarizes you with the basics of the
Starfleet Marine Corps and prepares you to become a Marine. All questions are multiple choice
and the answers can be found in the Marine Force Manual (MFM) which is available for
download on the Starfleet Marine Corps web site at http://www.sfi-sfmc.org/sfmc-generalmanuals. Joining our unit does not mean you are no longer a member of the DaVinci or lose your
rank. Our unit is very much a part of the DaVinci, attends all DaVinci functions and answers to
the CO, Freddy Heller. You will keep your rank although it will convert to that of Marine
equivalent. If you hold a position on the ship you also keep your position status as well as your
position status in our unit. If you are, for example, Chief Medical Officer, you remain Chief
Medical Officer for the ship and for our unit if you so choose. If you need any more information
on becoming a Marine, please feel free to contact me anytime. If you are a Marine and you have
any questions, problems or concerns, my door is always open for that too.
Until next time, Ooh-Rah!
Brigadier Joshua Ainsworth
678th MSG OIC
2nd Brigade, 3rd Battalion

PASSAGES
Stephen Hawking who starred on the Next Generation episode “Descent” has died after
complications due to amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). He was 76.
The world-renowned theoretical physicist and cosmologist was best known for his work on
black holes. It was in 1974 that Hawking proposed what is widely considered his most significant
theory: that black holes can emit subatomic particles, now known as Hawking radiation. Prior to
his paper, physicists had been sure that nothing could escape the crushing gravity of a black hole.
The existence of Hawking radiation also implies that black holes can eventually wither away and
die, something that had previously been inconceivable to scientists. He also played a key role in
the mathematical effort to unify Einstein’s general theory of relativity with the emergent field of
quantum physics.

Hawking used his position as one of the world’s most famous scientists as a platform to discuss
a wide range of issues, from the existence of extraterrestrial life to the nature of philosophy. He
skyrocketed to public prominence in 1988, when he published his first general-audience book, A
Brief History of Time: From the Big Bang to Black Holes. The cosmology treatise has sold
approximately 10 million copies worldwide, making it one of the best-selling science books of all
time.
Hawking was born on Jan. 8, 1942 ― the 300th anniversary of Galileo’s death ― in Oxford,
England, to Frank, a physician specializing in tropical disease, and Isobel, a medical secretary.
He and his three younger siblings grew up mostly in the town of St. Albans, just north of Londo.

In 1963, when he was just 21 years old, Hawking was famously diagnosed with the debilitating
motor neuron disease amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. Though 80 percent of those with ALS die
within five years of diagnosis, and Hawking’s own doctors gave him roughly 2 years to live, he
survived for decades, perhaps longer than any other patient with the disease in medical history.
Hawking used a wheelchair to move around and a sophisticated computer system to speak for
much of his time as a public figure.
In addition to his two former wives, Hawking is survived by three children and three
grandchildren. Thanks to Yahoo (from HuffPost) for the information.
**********
David Ogden Stiers, succumbed to bladder cancer at the age of 75. According to his agent, he
died peacefully at home in Oregon. The Emmy-nominated Stiers was best known for his role as
Major Winchester on M*A*S*H. Stiers first joined M*A*S*H in its sixth season, filling the void
left by Larry Linville’s Major Frank Burns, who departed the series at the end of Season 5. Stiers
received back-to-back Emmy nominations for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Comedy Series
in 1981 and 1982.

Stiers as MAJ Charles Emerson Winchester on M*A*S*H
After M*A*S*H, Stiers remained a regular presence on the small-screen. He guest-starred on
episodes of Matlock, Touched by an Angel, Wings, Frasier and Murder, She Wrote; he also
recurred as Oberoth on Stargate Atlantis, and as Mr. Bauer on Two Guys and a Girl. In addition,
he portrayed District Attorney Michael Reston in eight Perry Mason TV movies. Stiers earned his
third Emmy nomination in 1984 for his supporting role as William Milligan Sloane, founder of
the U.S. Olympic Committee, in the NBC miniseries The First Olympics: Athens 1896.

Stiers’ last series regular gig came in 2002, when he began playing Reverend Eugene Purdy in
the USA Network sci-fi drama The Dead Zone. In 2015, he guest-starred in two episodes of
TNT’s Rizzoli & Isles, portraying Maura Isles’ adoptive father, Arthur.
In addition to his live-action work, Stiers was a successful voice actor, most notably voicing
Cogsworth in Disney’s 1991 classic Beauty and the Beast. Additional credits included
Pocahontas, The Hunchback of Notre Dame and Lilo & Stitch.
Stiers made his mark in the Star Trek universe with his role as Dr. Timicin in the Star Trek: The
Next Generation episode, “Half a Life” who must undergo the Resolution, a ritual suicide, in
order to save the people on his planet, Kaelon II. However, his plans were thrown for a loop -- at
least for a while -- when he met and fell for Lwaxana Troi. The episode remains well-regarded
for its powerful story, rare focus on two guest stars, unusually serious Lwaxana arc and the strong
performances by Stiers and Majel Barrett-Roddenberry.

Stiers as Dr. Timicin in the Next Generation episode “Half a Life”

And with Majel Roddenberry as Lwaxana Troi.

StarTrek.com interviewed Stiers in April 2017, when the mostly retired actor agreed to a chat
timed to the release of the film, Neil Stryker and the Tyrant of Time, which also featured Walter
Koenig. During the conversation, he addressed the fact that Dr. Timicin, in the course of a single
episode, experienced a full arc. “They really let it focus on the two of us, which was very
unusual,” Stiers said. “I just watched a clip of it this morning. I had forgotten how beautifully
written the arguments are. The whole moral dilemma was beautifully presented. I'm not jumping
up and down, but I really like the idea that I live in a state with dignity legislation and physician
assisted suicide, should it ever come to that. That seems to me to be an intelligent and mature
middle ground. You don't use it if you don't want to, but it's there if you are in need, for whatever
reason, of a legitimate reason for ending your life.”
Thanks to StarTrek.com and Yahoo for the information.
**********
Robert Scheerer, an Emmy Award-winning director who counted among his many credits
multiple episodes of Star Trek, including 11 hours of The Next Generation, one installment of
Deep Space Nine, and a pair of Voyager segments has died of natural causes. He was 89.
Scheerer's TNG episodes included "The Measure of a Man," "Legacy," "True-Q" and "Chain of
Command, Part 1." He visited DS9 to direct "Shadowplay," and Voyager to call the shots on
"State of Flux" and "Rise." Actually, "Rise" capped Scheerer's work as a director whose film and
TV output included The Danny Kaye Show, the live Barbra Streisand special A Happening in
Central Park, Gilligan's Island, The World's Greatest Athlete, How to Beat the High Cost of
Living, Fame, The Love Boat, Dynasty and Matlock.

"I love to work with a script and an actor," Scheerer told Star Trek: The Next Generation -- The
Official Magazine in a 1992 interview. "On The Next Generation, the actors work hard, try things
and are pleasant. The crew is hard-working and fun; we have a lot of laughs and they can really
get down to work when they need to. That's what makes it a pleasure to do. Sure, it's nice to get
paid, but it's not just a job."

According to Deadline, Scheerer is survived by his wife, Denise Scheerer, two children with his
first wife, Nina, Amanda Scheerer and Evan Scheerer; as well as stepdaughter Angel Pennington;
four grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. Please join StarTrek.com in offering our
condolences to Scheerer's family, friends and colleagues.
Thanks to StarTrek.com for the information

REGION 2 SUMMIT
MADISON AL
09-11 MARCH
The Chief Chaplain's shuttle departed home base around 9:15 AM on Friday, 09 March for the
annual Region 2 Summit in Madison, AL. Of course we had to stop a couple of time along the
way for the essentials that come with long trips and were almost caught up in a multi-car collision
just north of Birmingham, but thankfully didn't receive a scratch on either us or the shuttle. Diane
and I arrived at our destination safely around 2:30 PM and got settled into our room.
Since we arrived rather early we just relaxed in our room for a while and then gathered together
with the rest of the Summit attendees at Logan's Roadhouse for the Fleet Admiral's Dinner. The
Fleet Admiral, Dan Toole, was not able to attend the Summit this year so we made it a meet and
greet dinner instead. The food was fantastic. My steak was actually hot and melt-in-your-mouth
tender all the way through with a rather large baked potato and house salad. After finishing our
meal Diane and I retired to our hotel room for the night.

Connie and Diane pose for a photo while Russell and Freddy show Logan’s delicious rolls.

A Logan’s server takes Joe’s order and Russell takes a photo of Freddy who takes a photo of him!
Saturday morning began with a superb free breakfast buffet. Free is good and this breakfast
certainly was. I probably overdid it a bit but it was well worth it. Opening ceremonies began at
9:20 AM (Starfleet time) and our Regional Coordinator Ryan Case proceeded to hand out some
of the awards for the year 2017. The DaVinci received certificates for both 100% monthly MSR
reporting and the Overseas Coupon (OCP) Award (did you have any doubts?). Ryan said he was
planning on renaming the OCP award the “USS DaVinci OCP Award” because we seem to win it
every year. After the awards and recognition of the Summit staff Ryan mentioned two
promotions to which he somehow forgot about the certificates and one of the promotions went to
our own Diane Ruhland to the rank of Commander. She was totally surprised and if I had to do
anything with her nomination I'll never tell. Opening ceremonies closed and we had a bit of time
before lunch so we visited the Burning Bilge lounge to relax a few minutes and then went across
the street from the hotel with our friends Eric Watts and Tracy Harwell for some Chinese buffet.
After lunch we attended Freddy's collectibles panel and grabbed a nap prior to preparing for the
banquet later in the evening.

At breakfast Saturday morning Russell and Diane sit with Tracy Harwell from the USS Republic
and Joe, Connie, and Freddy pose for a photo.

At the Opening Ceremonies, the “Gossip Girls” were at it again and the crew of the DaVinci.

Russell accepts the Perfect Reporting Award from Ryan Case, the Region 2 Coordinator and
Freddy accepts the Overseas Coupon Award.

Joe looks at the goodies in Moogie’s Store and later participates in the Final Mission.

The banquet was very exciting to say the least. I was allowed to provide an invocation prayer
prior to the meal and we proceeded to the buffet table. The meal consisted of a lot of variables in
the form of salad, squash, roast beef, smothered chicken, turkey, stuffing, gravy, green beans,
rolls, and of course dessert. I had to have a slice of pecan pie even though I wasn't supposed to
but it tasted soooooo good. The excitement came with a dancing show from 6 Orion slave girls
which lasted about 30 minutes. Everyone then went over to the main conference room for awards
and charity auction.
Well, the USS DaVinci did not receive any special awards this year but Freddy did receive a
Barbara Paul Superior Performance award for all his work in support of the region over the years.
The charity auction came next and Gregory was the big bidder going home with several items for
a very generous auction bid donation. I picked up on a couple of items myself for a substantial
bid donation. We paid for our items and everyone left to do whatever they do for the rest of the
evening.

At the banquet the DaVinci crew poses for a photo and Joe gets a close-up dance from an
Orion Slave Girl.

Posing with the Orion Slave Girl performers are a smiling Freddy and a stoic Vulcan Joe.

Freddy accepts the Barbara Paul Superior Performance award and Gregory watches Michael sign
a copy of his book won by Gregory at the charity auction.
There were a few that survived the time change and there were 13 Starfleet members that
attended the nondenominational service Sunday morning. I spoke on the subject “Trials and
Tribulations” which covered how we need to be moving forward and not back in our spiritual
walk. The message was well received and we closed the service a bit early to allow for others to
come into the conference room for the closing ceremonies.

At breakfast Sunday morning are Connie, Joe, and Freddy and Connie discusses a Disney app
with Bryan Teske of the USS Dejah Thoris.

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

TEXAS ROADHOUSE
ON MONDAY 16 APRIL, 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

.

Russell leads the non-denominational service on Sunday morning.

The Closing Ceremonies of the 2018 Region 2 Summit in Madison, AL.

The crew of the USS DaVinci and the attendees at the Region 2 Summit say “See y’all next year!”

All in all it was a wonderful weekend for all our Region 2 friends and Starfleet family. Many
thanks to Freddy, Connie, Joe, Gregory, Michael, Diane and well I guess I better include myself
for representing the USS DaVinci at this year's Summit. Next year will bring a whole new venue
to the Summit as it will be held in Atlanta over Memorial Day weekend in conjunction with the
Treklanta convention and will hosted by the USS Republic.
Since you have a whole year to prepare I encourage you to attend the Region 2 Summit with us
next year. That's all for now.
Live long and prosper!
ADM Russell Ruhland

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
The new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place and are a pretty good deal. NOTE:
There are no more paper memberships available. All memberships are electronic (via email). If
you are thinking of joining Fleet but the expense was too high now you can get your
membership for much less money. Not only will you save money there, but your membership in
the DaVinci is half off as well (up to a $7.50 savings!) and you are automatically promoted to
Acting Ensign! The new Starfleet membership rates are: Individual - $5; Family of 2 - $9;
Family of 3 - $12; Family of 4 - $14; Family of 5 - $16; and Family of 6 - $17. Paper
membership certificates are no longer available – all memberships are now completely digital.
However, if you wish a paper certificate it will cost you $3.00 for each one plus shipping. If you
want a printed copy of the Starfleet handbook it will cost you $8.00 plus shipping. If you are not
in Starfleet, please give some thought about joining this great organization!

TABULATIONS

The tab collection effort for 2018 was going at a snail’s pace until Jeff dropped of 4,000 tabs at
our 22nd Anniversary Party! Our goal of 100,000 tabs is going to be difficult this year because I
lost my prime source for tabs. I went in to turn-in my bag of cans to JD Knight and was surprised
to see that they are out of business! Fortunately there is a recycling center right next door.
Unfortunately JD Knight was my source so I am back in the hunt! As always, the tabs can come
off any type can from pop to cat food to dog food to soup! Ask your neighbors to save tabs for
you; ask your church or other social group to save tabs. You will be surprised as to how many
tabs you can collect that way. Here are the totals as of press time:

Starting Balance
Jeff Kirkland
Connie Heller
Freddy Heller
Hal Stewart
Total

0
4000
1917
420
19
6356

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The Night Out/Membership Meeting locations for 2018 were selected at our Thanksgiving get
together at Golden Corral. We also chose to alternate locations in case the original location falls
through. There are some great restaurants in store with a couple new locations and several we had
not been to in quite a while. I hope you will mark your calendars. Here are the 2018 locations:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Alternate #1
Alternate #2

Peluso’s
New China
Cracker Barrel
Texas Roadhouse
Olive Garden **UNIFORM NIGHT**
Red Lobster (13th Street)
Ruby Tuesday
Wild Wings Cafe
Zombie Pig BBQ **NEW**
Hooter’s
Zaxby’s (PC) **NEW**
Houlihan’s (Downtown)
Pho Viet
CiCi’s (Macon Road)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
Here are just a few of the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and historical
events that are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in April.

Grace Lee Whitney (Yeoman Janice Rand on TOS)
Apple Computer Founded by Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak, & Ronald Wayne (1976)
First Weather Satellite, TRIOS-One, is Launched (1960)
First Hand-Held Portable Telephone Demonstrated By Motorola (1973)
Maiden Voyage of Shuttle Challenger (1983)
Frank Gorshin (Bele on TOS)
First Men to Reach North Pole (Robert E. Perry and Matthew A. Henson 1909)
First Long-Distance (Washington to New York) Demonstration of TV (1927)
NASA Presented its First Seven Astronauts (1959)
Apollo 13 Begins its Ill-Fated Mission to the Moon (1970)
First Man in Space (Yuri Gagarin 1961)
Charles Napier (Adam on TOS)
LTJG Leiko Koone
First Test Flight of Shuttle Columbia (1981)
Apollo 13 is Crippled When a Tank of Liquid Oxygen Explodes (1970)
Michael Ansara (Kang on TOS)
First Woman to Fly Across English Channel (Harriet Quimby 1912)
First Woman to Solo Around the World (Jerrie Mock 1964)
Apollo 13 Returns Safely to Earth after Near Disaster (1970)
Herman Zimmerman (Set Designer)
Elinor Donahue (Asst Commissioner Nancy Hedford on TOS)
Ashley Judd (ENS Robin Lefler on TNG)
First Launch of a Manned Orbital Scientific Station (Salyut 1, 1971)
Apollo 16 Lands on the Moon (1972)
Clint Howard (Balok on TOS; Grady on DS9)
George Takei (CPT Hikaru Sulu)
CRMN Joshua Turner
China Launches Its First Satellite (1970)
First Satellite Relay of a Television Signal (1962)
Bacillus Responsible for Tuberculosis Discovered by Robert Koch (1882)
Pioneer Ten Crosses Pluto’s Orbit (1983)
Hubble Space Telescope is Deployed (1990)
ENS Michael Allen
ENS Jeanne Ainsworth
Spice Williams (Vixis from Search for Spock)
Kate Mulgrew (CPT Kathryn Janeway on VOY)
Gideon Sundback Receives a Patent for a “Separable Fastener” or Zipper (1913)

1st
1st
1st
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
9th
11th
12th
12th
13th
14th
13th
15th
16th
17th
17th
19th
19th
19th
19th
20th
20th
20th
24th
24th
24th
24th
25th
25th
25th
26th
26th
29th
29th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column this will be your last newsletter.
If highlighted in BOLD your membership has expired or nearing its expiration so please renew
soon. Thanks!
Name
Sandra Adams
Josh Ainsworth
Michael Allen
Steve Brown
James Carey
Mackey Carter
David Craft

DaVinci
Jul 18
Aug 18
Jul-18
Dec 18
Sep 18
Jan 21
Jul 18

Starfleet

Name
DaVinci Starfleet
Jake Lowe
Jul 18
Jul 19
Aug 18 Lech Mazur
Jul 18
Dec 18
Jul 18 Margaret McGillicuddy Jul 18
Sep 19
Lisa Monhead
Jul 18
Jul 18
Sep 18 Maria Morgan
May 22
Feb 19 Gregory Newer
Nov 18 Dec 18
LTM
Sandra Okamoto

Dutch Cummings
Steve Cushing
Paul DeHart
Randy Dunn
Marcia Edwards
Vee Floyd
Whitney Gaines
Laura Gordy
Freddy Heller
Karl Henry
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
James Kuzak
Everett Leonard
David Lindsey

Jul 18
Dec 18
Jul-18
Jul 18
Aug 18
Jul 18
Aug 18
Aug 18
Jul 18
Mar 18
Oct 19
Nov 18
Dec 18
Feb 18
Dec 18
Mar 19

Jul 18
Dec 18
Jan 19
Jul 20
Oct 18
Jul 18
Mar 19
Oct 18
Mar 19

Kevin Parker
Barbara Paul
Joe Perry
Paige Reagan
Jessie Reddy
Scott Roop
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Thelma Shumpert
Gisela Stephens
Nov 18 Harold Stewart
Aug 18 Chris Turkovitz
Feb 19 Mike Walker
Natalei Zappala
Feb 19
Mar 19

Feb 18
Jul 18
Jul 18
Aug 18
Sep 18
Jul 18
Aug 18
Jul 18
Dec 18
LTM
Feb 19
Aug 18
Jul 18
Jul 18

Mar 20
Nov 18
Nov-19
Sep 18
May 18
Feb 20
Jul 18
Nov 18
Dec 18
May 18
Jul 19
Sep 18

AHOY! WELCOME ABOARD!
Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed their
membership in the DaVinci (D) and/or Starfleet (S).
Whitney Gaines (S)
Hal Stewart (D)

Richard Gaines (S)

Gloria Gaines (S)

LATINUM VAULT
Opening Balance
Purchases (Captain’s Table, pips,
leftover whole pizza)
Donation (defray pizza cost)
Cans
Postage
Pizza for party
Supplies
Closing Balance

$132.61
$50.00
$52.00
$5.00
$14.35
$71.28
$2.34
$151.64

VADM Connie Heller

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
The new DaVinci t-shirts are in!! They are quite nice and I am sure they will go fast so make
sure you reserve yours today. The cost is very reasonable: YM to L ($11); XL ($12), 2X ($13),
3X ($14), and 4X ($15). I did order (I hope) enough of each size and this time around some youth
medium in each color. Oh, we still have a few of the older ones left and they can be purchased at
a slight discount. Here is what the new ones look like:

)
Operations

Science

Engineering

Here is what we currently have in stock:
Operations (Red)
Medium
2
Large
1
XL
4
2X
3
4X
1

Science (Blue)
Youth Medium
Small
Medium
Large
2X

1
1
2
3
3

Engineering (Yellow)
Youth Medium
1
Small
1
Medium
5
Large
3
XL
1
2X
2
4X
1

We also have several of the older versions DaVinci shirts available for a discount – your choice
$7.00 each. Here is what we have: Operations (1 - medium); Science (1 - medium); Engineering
(1 - medium); Generic Gray (1 - medium and 2 – XL); and believe it or not we still have two
previously worn of our first gray t-shirts (medium) in stock for $3.00 each. If you want any of the
above t-shirts feel free to email or call me to reserve your size. I cannot hold it forever so if you
reserve a shirt, please pay as soon as possible. Thanks.

ACCOLADES

A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal Stewart for his weekly donation of cans;
Jeff Kirkland for his donation of coupons, and
Paul DeHart for even more Starfleet Academy courses!

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some DVD releases scheduled for April that might interest you:
“Sherlock Holmes in the 22nd Century” (3rd)

“Outlander, Season 3” (10th)

LINKS
Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Craig’s List:
Starfleet Database
Starfleet Home Page:
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
USS DaVinci Home Page

http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp
https://db.sfi.org
http://www.sfi.org/
http://region2.org/
http://www.ussdavinci.org/

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series of
photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time. Many of
you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they made the
USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you would like to see
published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as to who is in the
photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me know! Okay, here is
Part II of our first 2007 Security meeting at Peachbowl Lanes.

Roger with little Alexander, Roger’s then wife, and a dejected Rebecca misses the 10 pin.

Unknown woman holding Alexander and Margaret and Lech watch the bowling action.

The DaVinci crew at the first security meeting at Peachbowl Lanes
Next month, Part I of our 11th Help-the-Hooch River clean-up in 2007!

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

DaVinci Members Receive a $20.00 Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

