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UPCOMING DAVINCI EVENTS
**18 November, Thanksgiving Celebration, Place TBA, 2:00 PM
**20 November, Night Out/Membership Meeting, New China, 7:00PM

FROM THE CENTER SEAT

Greetings All! Well, I hope everyone is enjoying the cooler weather. Yes, it is time that I put
away my shorts and sandals in favor of long pants and shoes. Pretty soon we will have to turn on
the heat in our house.
The Pilot is arriving later than usual because for the first time I wanted to get all the fun from
the Halloween get-together in the November Pilot instead of the December Pilot, which by then
nobody would care what happened in October! Fortunately the DaVinci has nothing going on in
early November would need mentioning in the October Pilot.
The first big event for October was of 21st annual participation in the Help-the-Hooch River
cleanup. At first it was just Todd and I who began the clean-up effort but before too long Sandra
and Wilbert and Gregory and Randy joined in. We picked up a little bit of trash on our way to the
“hill” and when we arrived at the point where the Riverwalk was directly behind the Riverwind
Apartments, the trash overflowed so much it completely filled up the four large trash bags
supplied by the Keep Columbus Beautiful Commission, the sponsors of the Help-the-Hooch
River clean-up. Just a few of the items we picked up off the hill were 133+ cans, a metal chair, a
metal lawn chair, a bottle of prescription drugs, 40+ glass bottles, 5 dirty diapers, 15+ shoes, a
2017 Alabama license plate, headphones, a life preserver, 3 golf balls, one baseball, one football,
a portable electronic charger, a few miscellaneous toys, and nearly enough parts to build our own
bicycle! Include to that list the rest of the normal household trash and you can see why we were
pretty much wiped out after just 1-1/2 hours of work. Check out some of the photos from our
effort.

Todd arrives bright and early holding up his breakfast from McDonald’s and Freddy walking
down the Riverwalk toward the “Hill”

Sandra and Wilbert arrive and then immediately get to work picking up trash.

Freddy’s work on the “Hill” pays off with a metal chair and a 2017 Alabama license plate!

The start of our shoe collection effort and Todd, Randy, Wilber, and Gregory posing with the
first pile of accumulated trash.

Gregory, Wilbert, Sandra, and Todd posing with our second pile of accumulated trash and Randy
showing his latest find, a pair of headphones.

Gregory, Randy, Todd, Sandra, and Wilbert posing in front of our third and final pile of
accumulated trash and the DaVinci volunteers posing in front of the Riverwalk sign (a tradition).
Following our clean-up efforts on the Riverwalk the five of us (Randy could not make it)
adjourned to the Watershed Festival and Volunteer Party held at Woodruff Park in downtown
Columbus on the Chattahoochee. There was music, displays, an inflatable playhouse for the kids,
and of course t-shirts, hotdogs, chips, and drinks for all the volunteers. Unfortunately due to
forces beyond my control they did not have the DaVinci listed as volunteering (even though I did
it 3 times) and so I was not able to get everyone the purple 2017 Help-the-Hooch t-shirts. I did
however get everyone the gray 2017 Rivers Alive t-shirts which are quite nice. This year they
were doing something different. Each volunteer was to wear a purple wrist band that came in the
site captain’s bag. I am guessing that the purpose of the bands was to prevent anyone from
coming off the street and getting free food because once you received your hotdog, chips, and
drink, the armband was cut off. Originally, I estimated 12 DaVinci personnel volunteering and
since only five showed up at the festival we had a few extra. Everyone had seconds except
Gregory who had thirds. The final extra band I gave away.

Relaxing at the Watershed Festival and Volunteer Party are Todd, Wilbert, and Gregory.

Sandra and Freddy Posing for a photo and Gregory and Todd chat with the representative at
the Columbus Technical College tent.
Hey! A BIG Bajoran thanks to all the volunteers who lent a hand at the 2017 Help-the-Hooch
River clean-up.
Next on the agenda was our monthly Night Out/Membership Meeting which was held at CiCi’s
pizza on Whittlesey Road. Sixteen hungry DaVinci personnel showed up and devoured lots of
pizza, pasta, and salad. It was really super to see Josh’s mom, Jeanne who attended even though
she was quite ill. We missed a couple of pizza lovers, Lisa N. and Steve, but they were cruising
their way to Hawaii and chose not to attend. Humph, shows where some folks priorities lay! I
brought a couple of items and Todd donated a poster for the Captain’s Perks give-away drawing.
Once everyone had just about had their fill, it was time for the free meal drawing. This month’s
winner was Sandra. The winners of the Captain’s Perks were Randy who took home an
Enterprise poster, Michael won a Lwaxana Troi action figure, and Andrew won a Star Trek
Beyond movie cup! Congratulations to all the winners! A few folks continued to enjoy the buffet
after the drawing but soon after folks began heading home. All in all, it was a great evening of
food and friendship.

Russell and Diane chat with Sandye and Randy (who is enjoying his first bite of pizza)!

Joining the festivities are Marcia and Andrew and in the buffet line are Josh, Jeanne, and Diane.

Hitting the buffet is our Security Chief, Scott and Josh and Jeanne enjoy their pizza.

Josh and Scott chat and Marcia and Andrew pose for a photo.

Chris and Lisa M. enjoying their meal pose for a photo as too does Freddy and Jeanne.

Joe and Gregory enjoying their pizza and Sandra, Wilbert, and Jeanne pose for a photo.

Look what we won: Sandra (free meal); Randy (Enterprise poster); Michael (Lwaxana Troi figure);
and Andrew (Star Trek Beyond movie cup)!

Some of the DaVinci crew at CiCi’s Pizza and check out the beautiful sunset!
The next Night Out will be held at 7:00 PM on 20 November at another DaVinci favorite, New
China on Veteran’s Parkway between the Goodwill and Rooms to Go stores. Please come.
I have tentatively scheduled an away mission to the Museum of Aviation in Warner-Robins on
09 December. One of our crew, Bill Paul, works there and will be giving us a guided tour of the
facility! We have had two previous away missions (2005 and 2010) to the museum and both were
loads of fun. We usually end the day by having dinner together back in Columbus. More
information will come later so stay tuned and be sure to mark your calendar.
Connie and I have decided to take a break from hosting the most of the major DaVinci events at
our house. Some we will still host. With very few exceptions, we have hosted every major
DaVinci event since the chapter was formed 22 years ago. We think it only fair that other folks
volunteer to host events. What this means is that I need someone to volunteer to host the
upcoming Thanksgiving dinner on 18 November and the Christmas party scheduled for 18
December. If you have the room but not the seating, I can bring chairs. Please let me know.
Until the next time - engage!
ADM Freddy Heller

678th STARFLEET MARINES
Greetings Marines!
We are finally getting everyone passing PD-100 and only have one more Marine who still needs
to pass and then we’re all set. At our last meeting in October I discussed awards with our DOIC
and what we can get as individuals and as a unit. At present we are still reviewing the awards and
will be coming up with a short list of awards that we want to go after and then set ourselves to it.
Hopefully we can have this list ready before the next meeting.
At our meeting we were able to welcome back DaVinci crew member, Jeanne Ainsworth (my
mom), who has been battling cancer and has just about defeated it. In true warrior spirit she has
fought long and hard and refused to give up, because she enjoys the fellowship and camaraderie
of her fellow Starfleet shipmates. We had the honor of her joining our unit for dinner and
participating in our meeting and while in the mist of it, managed to snatch the Freddy Heller’s
Dallas Cowboy hat. I was surprised at her stealth and recommend that with her skills she join our
unit of SpecOp Marines. We may learn something from her.
As the holidays approach and with Thanksgiving coming up, I would like everyone to remember
why we should be thankful. I am definitely thankful to be living in the greatest country in the
world, and I am also thankful for our military and veterans who do and who have sacrificed
themselves on constant watch to protect us and our freedoms. As I was coming out of a
convenience store the other day an active serviceman was walking in and an older gentleman,
who was fueling his truck, hollered out, “Young man! Thank you for your service to our
country.” Adding to it I quickly said, “My thanks to you also, the military rocks!” Then, like a
chain reaction, a couple of other people at the pumps started clapping and the serviceman was
soon overwhelmed and nodded his head in thanks and walked inside. So, if you ever see armed
forces personnel, law enforcement, firemen or EMS, stop and tell them thank you. I haven’t had
one yet that it didn’t put a smile on their face to know they are appreciated.
As you sit down to dinner this Thanksgiving take a minute to be thankful for what you have,
because I have learned one lesson in life and that is, you never know where life is going to take
you next.
Until next time, Ooh Rah!
Brigadier Joshua Ainsworth
678th MSG OIC
2nd Brigade, 3rd Battalion

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
The new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place and are a pretty good deal. NOTE:
There are no more paper memberships available. All memberships are electronic (via email). If
you are thinking of joining Fleet but the expense was too high now you can get your
membership for much less money. Not only will you save money there, but your membership in
the DaVinci is half off as well (up to a $7.50 savings!) and you are automatically promoted to
Acting Ensign! The new Starfleet membership rates are: Individual - $5; Family of 2 - $9;
Family of 3 - $12; Family of 4 - $14; Family of 5 - $16; and Family of 6 - $17. Paper
membership certificates are no longer available – all memberships are now completely digital.
However, if you wish a paper certificate it will cost you $3.00 for each one plus shipping. If you
want a printed copy of the Starfleet handbook it will cost you $8.00 plus shipping. If you are not
in Starfleet, please give some thought about joining this great organization!

TABULATIONS
I brought home another buck of tabs (19,400) which increased my total to 90,000 tabs. Each of
the folks (sans me) who helped out at the Help-the-Hooch received 33 tabs. That pushes our total
to over 123,000 tabs. Let us try to beat our best total (set in 2011) of 156,000 tabs. Jeff is in first
place (remember I have withdrawn my name for the competition), Connie is in second, and
Russell is in third. As always, the tabs can come off any type can from pop to cat food to dog
food to soup! Ask your neighbors to save tabs for you; ask your church or other social group to
save tabs. You will be surprised as to how many tabs you can collect that way. Here are the
current totals as of press time:
Starting Balance
Freddy Heller
Jeff Kirkland
Connie Heller
Russell Ruhland
Mackey Carter
Todd Kes

237
90000
16000
7433
4607
1906
1633

Randy Dunn
Hal Stewart
Lech Mazur
Scott Roop
Gregory Newer
Sandra Adams
Wilbert Adams
Joe Perry
Karl Henry
Ariana Heller
Total

489
386
352
292
33
33
33
20
3
2
123459

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The Night Out/Membership Meeting locations for 2017 were selected at our Thanksgiving get
together at Golden Corral. We have some great locations in store with one new location and
several we had not been to in quite a while. I hope you will mark your calendars. Here are the
2017 locations:
January
Zeb’s Chicken and Seafood (Ladonia)
February
Willy’s Mexicana Grill **NEW**
March
Chili’s
April
O’Charley’s
May
Olive Garden **UNIFORM NIGHT**
June
Chili Thai
July
Wild Wings Café **NEW**
August
Houlihan’s
September
Cheddars
October
CiCi’s Pizza (Bradley Park Location)
November
New China
December
Panera Bread Company
NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

NEW CHINA
ON MONDAY 20 NOVEMBER, 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
Here are just a few of the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and historical
events that are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in November.
First Hydrogen Bomb Code Named “Ivy Mike” is Exploded (1952)
ENS Paige Reagan
Sputnik 2 Carrying Laika the Dog is Launched (1957)
ENS Latisha Brown
Mariner 3 Is Launched But Contact is Lost (1964)
First Transcontinental Airplane Trip (1911)
Japanese Spacecraft Hayabusa Lands on Asteroid 25143 Itokawa (2005)
Armin Shimerman (Quark on DS9)
Eric Menyuk (The Traveler on TNG)
Alfre Woodard (Lily from First Contact)
Voyage I Discovers a 15th Moon Orbiting Saturn (1980)
Saturn V Rocket Carries Unmanned Apollo Spacecraft Into Orbit (1967)
Robert Duncan McNeill (LT Tom Paris on VOY)
ENS Max Walker
Gemini 12 Blasts Into Orbit (James Lovell &Buzz Aldrin, 1966)
First Salvage of an Orbiting Satellite (Palapa B2) (Dale Gardner & Joe Allen 1984)
Wallace Shawn (Grand Nagus Zek on DS9)
Max Grodenchik (Rom on DS9)
First Landing of a Spacecraft (Philae) on a Comet (2014)
Whoopi Goldberg (Guinan on TNG)
First Spacecraft to Orbit Another Planet (Mariner 9 Mars 1971)
Skylab III Launches for 84-Day Mission (1973)
ENS Lawrence Gordy
ENS Daniel Gordy
Russian Probe Lunokhod I Lands on Moon (1970)
Star Trek Generations Premiers (1994)
Apollo 12 Lands on the Moon (1969)
Terry Farrell (LTCMDR Jadzia Dax on DS9)
Robert Beltran (CMDR Chakotay on VOY)
First Component (FGB Zarya) of ISS is Launched into Orbit (1998)
Alexander Siddig (Dr. Julian Bashir on DS9)
ENS Sandy Holt
China Clipper Begins First Trans-Pacific Airmail Flight (1935)

1st
1st
3rd
4th
5th
5th
5th
5th
5th
8th
8th
9th
9th
11th
11th
12th
12th
12th
12th
13th
13th
16th
16th
16th
17th
18th
19th
19th
19th
20th
21st
21st
22nd

Star Trek: First Contact Premiers (1996)
Apollo 12 Splashes Down Safely in the Pacific
Dwight Schultz (LT Barcaly on TNG)
Denise Crosby (LT Natasha Yar on TNG)
1st Nuclear-Powered Aircraft Carrier, USS Enterprise, Commissioned (1962)
Ricardo Montalban (Khan Noonian Singh on TOS)
Jeffrey Hunter (CPT Pike on TOS)
LTCMDR Diane Ruhland
US Launches Largest Planet Explorer, Curiosity, to Mars (2012)
France Launches First Satellite (1965)
Star Trek IV Premiers (1986)
ENS Mackey Carter
Mariner 4 is Launched to Mars (1964)
Scarlett Pomers (Naomi Wildman on VOY)
Enos the Chimp Blasts into Orbit (1961)
First Airplane Flight Over South Pole (Byrd 1929)

22nd
24th
24th
24th
25th
25th
25th
25th
26th
26th
26th
27th
28th
28th
29th
29th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column this will be your last newsletter.
If highlighted in BOLD your membership is expired or nearing its expiration so please renew
soon. Thanks!
Name
Sandra Adams
Josh Ainsworth
Michael Allen
Steve Brown
James Carey
Mackey Carter
Dutch Cummings

DaVinci Starfleet
Name
DaVinci Starfleet
Jul 18
Lech Mazur
Jul 18
Dec 17
Aug 18 Aug 18 Lisa Monhead
Jul 18
Jul 18
Jul-18
Jul 18 Maria Morgan
May 18
Margaret McGillicuddy Jul 18
Sep 19
Dec 17
Sep 18 Sep 18 Gregory Newer
Nov 17 Nov 17
LTM
Jan 21
Jan 18 Sandra Okamoto
Jul 18
Jul 18 Kevin Parker
Feb 18

Vee Floyd
Paul DeHart
Kim Diggs

Jul 18
Jul-18
Dec-17

Jul 18
Jan-18

Barbara Paul
Joe Perry
Paige Reagan

Jul 18
Jul 18
Aug 18

Mar 20
Nov 17
Nov-19

Randy Dunn
Whitney Gaines
Laura Gordy
Freddy Heller
Karl Henry
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
James Kuzak
David Lindsey
Jake Lowe

Jul 18
Aug 18
Aug 18
Jul 18
Mar 18
Oct 19
Nov 17
Dec 17
Feb 18
Mar 19
Jul 18

Jul 20
Mar-18
Oct 18
Sep 19

Jessie Reddy
Scott Roop
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Thelma Shumpert
Oct 17 Gisela Stephens
Aug 18 Harold Stewart
Feb 18 Chris Turkovitz
Mike Walker
Mar 19 Patty Williams
Jul 19 Natalei Zappala

Sep 18
Jul 18
Aug 18
Jul 18
Oct 17
LTM
Feb 18
Aug 18
Jul 18
Sep 17
Jul 18

Sep 18
May 18
Feb 20
Jul 18
Expired
Dec 17
May 18
Jul 19
Sep 18

AHOY! WELCOME ABOARD!
Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed their
membership in the DaVinci (D) and/or Starfleet (S).
Laura Gordy (D) (S)
Marcia Edwards (D) (S)

David Gordy (D) (S)
Andrew Edwards (D) (S)

Lawrence Gordy (D) (S)
Todd Kes (D)

LATINUM VAULT
Opening Balance
Dues and Donations
Cans
Nights Out (Sept., Oct.)
Postage
Closing Balance
VADM Connie Heller

$150.94
$29.00
$5.00
$21.00
$24.06
$139.88

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
The new DaVinci t-shirts are in!! They are quite nice and I am sure they will go fast so make
sure you reserve yours today. The cost is very reasonable: YM to L ($11); XL ($12), 2X ($13),
3X ($14), and 4X ($15). I did order (I hope) enough of each size and this time around some youth
medium in each color. Oh, we still have a few of the older ones left and they can be purchased at
a slight discount. Here is what the new ones look like:

)
Operations

Science

Engineering

Here is what we currently have in stock:
Operations (Red)
Medium
2
Large
1
XL
4
2X
3
4X
1

Science (Blue)
Youth Medium
Small
Medium
Large
2X
4X

1
1
2
3
3
1

Engineering (Yellow)
Youth Medium
1
Small
1
Medium
5
Large
3
XL
1
2X
2
4X
1

We also have several of the older versions DaVinci shirts available for a discount – your choice
$7.00 each. Here is what we have: Operations (1 - medium); Science (1 - medium); Engineering
(1 - medium); Generic Gray (1 - medium and 2 – XL); and believe it or not we still have two
previously worn of our first gray t-shirts (medium) in stock for $3.00 each. If you want any of the
above t-shirts feel free to email or call me to reserve your size. I cannot hold it forever so if you
reserve a shirt, please pay as soon as possible. Thanks.

ACCOLADES

A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal Stewart for his weekly donation of cans.

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some DVD releases scheduled for November that might interest you:
“Westworld, Season 1” (7th)
“Doctor Who, Series 10” (14th)

“Dukes of Hazzard, Complete Series” (14th)
“Incredible Hulk, Complete Series (21st)

LINKS

Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Starfleet Home Page:
http://www.sfi.org/
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
http://region2.org/
USS DaVinci Home Page
http://www.ussdavinci.org/
Craig’s List:
http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

NEW CHINA
ON MONDAY 20 NOVEMBER, 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series of
photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time. Many of
you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they made the
USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you would like to see
published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as to who is in the
photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me know! Okay, here is
Part II of our 9th annual 2007 4th of July cookout.

Enjoying the food in the dining room are Danny, Roger, Alexander, Connie, Leiko, and Mike.

Watching TV are Matthew and Ariana while in the kitchen are Margaret, Karen, Shirley, Russell,
Joe and Diane.

Enjoying the scrumptious food in the living room are Bill, Nancy, Park, and Jan and Alexander
calls it a day!

Connie chats with Kelly in the living room while Shirley poses for a crazy photo.

Margaret and Diane chill out in the living room and everyone meets for a 4th of July toast.
Next month, Part III of our 9th annual 2007 4th of July cookout!

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

DaVinci Members Receive a $20.00 Discount!

Spend $5.00 and Get a Free Drink!

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

