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UPCOMING DAVINCI EVENTS
**11 July, 4th of July Party, Russell and Diane’s House, Phenix City, AL, 2:00 PM
**18 July, Special Birthday Celebration, O’Charley’s, 7:00 PM (Please Come!!)
**20 July, Night Out/Membership Meeting, Hibachi Buffet, 7:00 PM

IT’S THE CAPTAIN CALLING

This will be my last article written as your illustrious Commanding Officer (for now). As a
result of the recent election ADM Freddy Heller has been chosen by a close majority of the crew
to be your new CO, effective 01 July 2015. Of course I shall still remain functioning within the
USS DaVinci in some capacity as your new Community Service Officer. It has indeed been a
pleasure to serve you for the past 5 years as CO. We’ve come a long way and accomplished many
positive changes for our chapter and it is my hope that your new CO will continue to move us
upward and onward in that same positive fashion throughout the known galaxy during his tenure.
This month’s Night Out was held at Stevie B’s Pizza in Columbus on Monday, 15 June. There
were about 12 of the crew in attendance and everyone seemed to enjoy their pizza and other
goodies that were available at this restaurant. The free meal was won by Todd and the last
awarding of the “captain’s perks” from my reestablished personal collection went to Freddy who
received a Leonard Nimoy magazine tribute special edition and Randy who received a Dr. Bashir
action figure and then generously donated it back for another future drawing.

Some of the crew at the buffet: Russell, Hal, Lisa M., Sandye, and Randy.

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

HIBACHI BUFFET
ON MONDAY 20 JULY AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

All ready at the table and enjoying their pizza are Joe and Hal and Lech.

So too are Todd, Thelma and Adam and Chris!

Look what we won! Todd (free meal), Rand (Dr. Bashir figure), and Freddy (Nimoy magazine)!

We also had a long time coming promotion ceremony. Almost everyone who was due a
promotion was in attendance. But, unfortunately Freddy could only print out in black and white
because the color copier was not available. Updated certificates will be available at the 4 th of July
party so make sure to come. Due to the number getting promoted I lined them all together for a
single reading of the certificate.

Russell reads the promotion certificate and then poses with the recipients
(Chris, Lisa, Adam, Thelma, and Tish)
We closed out around 8:15 PM. This was another successful and fun event for the USS DaVinci.
The annual 4th of July party will be held on Saturday, 11 July, at 2:00 PM at my home in Phenix
City, AL. The official change of command will take place at this event and we will have
hamburgers and hotdogs available as a main course. Should you desire to attend we humbly
request that you volunteer a picnic style side dish to go along with the burgers and dogs.
Directions to my home are as follows:
*Address is 1202 Knowles Road in Phenix City.
*From North bypass into Phenix City turn left and go all the way to the Colin Powell Pkwy.
*Take exit and go onto road front of Phenix Food Service (4th Place).
*Cross through next intersection and follow curvy road.
*House will be on your right. Look for big mailbox with 1202 on it.
The driveway is a bit steep and there is plenty of parking in the yard. If you have any questions,
please call my cell at (706) 464-5056. There will be door prizes and awards given out at this
event. We look forward to you being a part of this special occasion. Please RSVP to my email as
soon as possible with number of attendees and what side dish you can bring. I will be sending
another email to remind everyone, as the date gets closer. Hope to see you there!
Frequencies closed for this issue. Warp speed ahead in 2015!
VADM Russell Ruhland

LOWER DECKS
If It Ain’t Broke-Take it Apart and Fix it Anyway
Hi! My name is Bill and I’m your new Chief Engineer. Damn-almost sounds like an
introduction at an AA meeting. Well anyway, some of you already know who I am, some of you
don’t, and some of you know me and don’t want to admit it.
For those who don’t know me I live over in Warner Robins and have been a member of Starfleet
for a little over 20 years. I’ve belonged to several chapters including a stint on the DaVinci. For
the last 9 years I’ve been a member of the U.S.S. Robins but have transferred back to the DaVinci
after the Robins moved to Region 1.
In real life, I work for the US Air Force as the Collections Manager for the Museum of Aviation
at Robins AFB. My primary duties involve the acquisition, identification, cataloging and
preservation of all the three dimensional artifacts belonging to the Museum. I take care of
everything from patches and buttons to airplanes and bombs, including a couple of nukes (that
should get Homeland Security’s attention).
I’m also involved with the design and building of exhibits. I’m also a member of the
International Plastic Modeler’s Society (IPMS) which means I’m a model nerd/geek and compete
at a national level (you think Trek fans get anal? Wait until you see a group of modelers argue
about what was the correct shade of gray used on German fighters between June and September
of 1943).
And last, but not least I’m Barbara’s husband. If that doesn’t narrow it down for you, nothing
will.
I look forward to serving you as your Chief Engineer. In future articles I hope to bring you news
about what’s happening in the world of engineering, both Trek related and real world. I’m just
ADD enough to take side trips into space and aviation history, modeling and who knows what
else. If you like what you see, let me know. If you don’t like what you see, let me know.
Well, I guess that’s enough for now. See you next month.
COMM Bill Paul
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RECORDS ROOM REPORTING
We had a small turnout for the 08 June Family Day at Panda Express, which was due
primarily to the short notice I gave the crew. Still, 7 DaVinci faithful showed up to help feed
needy families. The food was great and the comradeship even better. This was the last event
that Diane will have attended for a time to come since soon after she underwent a total
replacement of her right knee! She had to spend a few extra days in the hospital due to a high
sugar count and high blood pressure but soon she left St. Francis and is currently resting at
home with Russell waiting on her hand and foot!
Okay, here are a few photos from the Family Night at Panda Express.

The DaVinci crew deciding what to order and Lech and Russell enjoying their meals.

Todd enjoys his food, as too does Diane!

Hal and Joe and Freddy stop to pose for a photograph.

The DaVinci crew on the inside chowing down and on the outside ready to go home!
Russell has graciously accepted the position of Community Services officer so if you come
across anything that we can become involved in, such as the Family Night at Panda Express or
any type of community service please let him know.
I also have to extend my whole-hearted thanks to Russell for leading the DaVinci for the last
5 years. There is no doubt that he did an outstanding job as Commanding Officer of the USS
DaVinci and it will be difficult for me to follow in his footsteps but I will do the best job I can
do.
One final thing, a whole bunch of memberships expire in July so please renew soon!
ADM Freddy Heller
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THE DIRT UNDER YOUR FEET
Well, I would like to do a longer article but I am still recovering from my total knee replacement
surgery. I should be much better by the August newsletter. I have a great idea for the next several
articles so please watch your email for a message from Freddy, our new Commanding Officer.
Thanks for your thoughts and prayers!
ADM Barbara M. Paul

PRESENTING THE MAGICAL BOYS!

Fans of anime and manga are very aware of the genre “magical girls”, in which girls use, um,
magical powers. (Really self-explanatory, isn’t it?) The first magical girl anime appeared in the
early 1960’s, with a prototype showing up a decade earlier, and the Japanese dub of “Bewitched”
was extremely popular and inspirational.
One of the most well known Magical Girls series is “Sailor Moon” with her pretty dresses and
beautiful friends and magical jewels. There is always a large number of Sailor costumes at every
anime convention, with a goodly portion of the cosplayers sporting five-o-clock shadows.

Full knowledge of that fact had to be part of the inspiration for Kurari Umatani’s “Cute High
Earth Defense Club LOVE!” (quite a mouthful, isn’t it?), which was released earlier this year and
is available for viewing on Crunchyroll.com. There are the pretty fluffy costumes (shorts and
slacks, though, not dresses), the magical jewels (love-racelets), and the beautiful friends (all male,
but indeed beautiful). Yes, the tongue is definitely “in cheek” for this extremely self-aware show.
This is the story of five friends (the slacker, the smart kid, the ladies’ man, the financial genius,
and the cute younger guy), who hang out in an abandoned club room at school and in Japanese
bath houses away from school. Out of the blue (or rather, out of the bath water) they are recruited
by Pink Wombat to defend the Earth with the Power of Love. The five young men are designated
the Earth Defense Club and are presented with (non-removable) “love-racelets” that allow (force)
them to transform into their super-selves.
Of course, they would not need to defend the Earth unless it was being attacked. Evil Green
Hedgehog’s three Conquest Club recruits select an ordinary student to transform into a monster
each episode. Oh, the horror of fighting a large bowl of oden soup with a huge chikuwabu noodle
sitting in broth!
One must believe that the series author was taunting fan-fiction writers, especially those who
produce slash fiction. There are so many slashes in the story line that it seems like a “Criminal
Minds” mass murderer is on the loose. In addition, NO female characters appear in the show,
although a Conquest Club member was mistaken for one by an early reviewer!
With such scintillating dialogue as “The Sparkling Prince is going to sparkle your sparkles off!”,
“We look like some third rate idol group” and “Could you all please stop calling out random
attack names?”, how can you resist? But be aware, you will have many questions as you watch it.
Why is that man constantly chopping wood to warm a natural hot spring? Why does the Conquest
Club leader hate curry? And, what is that crazy goldfish up to?
Oh, yes, and at this year’s MomoCon there were at least two group cosplays for Cute High. And
at least one of the cosplayers was male!

Cosplayers from 2015 MomoCon.
RADM Connie Heller

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
The new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place and are a pretty good deal, especially if
you take the electronic membership option. If you were thinking of joining Fleet but the
expense was too high now you can get your membership for up to half off (A $10 Savings!) by
taking the electronic option. Not only that but your membership in the DaVinci is half off as
well (up to a $7.50 savings!).
For Electronic Memberships:
Individual - $10
Family of 2 - $15
Family of 3 - $17
Family of 4 - $19
Family of 5 - $21
Family of 6 - $23

For Paper Memberships:
Individual - $20
Family of 2 - $25
Family of 3 - $27
Family of 4 - $29
Family of 5 - $31
Family of 6 - $33

TABULATIONS
Well, the tab collection effort for 2015 is progressing quite nicely! We are well over 30,000 tabs
and still have 5 months to go! Although the standing have remained the same from last months,
lots of tabs were donated to bring our total to nearly 34,000 tabs. We are over 9,0000 tabs ahead
of where we were at this time last year so keep collecting tabs and we may yet hit 100,000 tabs
this year!
Starting Balance

0753

Jeff Kirkland
Freddy Heller
Russell Ruhland
Randy Dunn
Gregory Newer
Hal Stewart
Thelma Shumpert
Connie Heller
Maria Morgan
Joe Perry

16000
6021
5127
2213
1473
1137
604
378
103
26

TOTAL 33835

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The Night Out/Membership Meeting locations for 2015 were selected at our Thanksgiving get
together at Golden Corral. We have some great locations in store with four new locations and so I
hope you mark your calendars. Here are the 2015 locations:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Mark’s City Grill
Blue Iguana (Harmony Place) **NEW**
Mongo’s **NEW**
Cook’s Place (Moon Road Location)
Olive Garden
Stevi B’s
Hibachi Buffet **NEW**
El Vaquero (North Columbus Location)
New China
PhillyOsophy
Bonefish Grill **NEW**
Red Lobster (Columbus Park Crossing Location)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Here are just a few of the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and historical
events that are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in July. We have several special birthdays to
report: Gregory Newer turns the BIG 30 on the 26th; Joe Perry turn 60 on the 27th; and the
matriarch of the DaVinci, Martha Kirkland turns 90 on the 18 th!!
Dominic Keating (LT Malcolm Reed)
Alan Ruck (CPT Harriman)
Brock Peters (Joseph Sisko on DS9)
First Solo Around the World Balloon Flight (2002)
Amelia Earhart Disappears Over Pacific on Around the World Flight (1937)
First Balloon to Cross the Atlantic (1987)

1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd

Pathfinder Spacecraft Lands on Mars (1997)
Rick Sternbach (Senior Illustrator)
William Schallert (Nilz Baris on TOS)
Kim Darby (Miri on TOS)
Linda Park (ENS Hoshi Sato on ENT)
ENS Grace Walker
Telstar I Communications Satellite Launched (1962)
Skylab Burns Up in Atmosphere on Return to Earth (1979)
Patrick Stewart (CPT Jean Luc Picard on TNG)
Robert Justman (Producer)
ENS Gloria Gaines
First Atomic Bomb Explosion (1945)
Skylab 4 Launched from Cap Canaveral on 84-Day Mission (1973)
Last US Atmospheric Test of a Nuclear Device (1962)
First Link-Up of Apollo-Soyuz (1975)
ENS John Hood
LTJG Martha Kirkland
Viking 1 Lands on Mars (1976)
First Men on the Moon (Neil Armstrong & Edwin Aldrin 1969)
Gus Grissom’s Liberty Bell 7 Mercury Capsule Lifted to Surface (1999)
Second American in Space (Gus Grissom 1961)
Atlantis, the 135th and last Shuttle flight, lands at Cape Canaveral (2011)
Alan Shepard (Mercury 7 Astronaut) Dies (1998)
Louise Fletcher (Kai Winn on DS9)
First Solo Flight Around Word (Wiley Post 1933)
Mariner 1 Fails to Launch (1962)
Ronnie Cox (CPT Jellico on TNG)
Sally Ride (First US Woman in Space) Dies (2012)
First Public TV Transmission Over Telstar I Satellite (1962)
First Flight Across English Channel (Louis Bleriot 1909)
First Test Tube Baby was Born in Oldham, England (Louise Joy Brown 1978)
First Woman to Walk in Space (Svetlana Savitskaya 1984)
RADM Joe Perry
Nana Visitor (COL Kira Nerys on DS9)
ENS Gregory Newer
ENS Tim Franklin
Transcontinental Telephone Service Becomes Operational (1914)
NASA Created (1958)
Wil Wheaton (Wesley Crusher on TNG)
David Warner (Chancellor Gorkon from Undiscovered Country)
Carel Struycken (Mr. Homm on TNG)
First to use lunar rover Apollo 15 (David Scott & James Irwin 1971)

4th
6th
6th
7th
9th
9th
10th
11th
13th
13th
15th
16th
16th
17th
17th
18th
18th
20th
20th
20th
21st
21st
21st
22nd
22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
23rd
25th
25th
25th
25th
26th
26th
27th
29th
29th
29th
29th
30th
31st

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column this will be your last newsletter.
If in BLUE you membership is expired or nearing it expiration so please renew soon. Thanks!
Name
DaVinci Starfleet
Karen Baker
Feb 16 Feb 16
Steve Brown
Dec 15
Phil “Rat” Campanaro
Aug 15 Aug 15
James Carey
Feb 16 Expired
Dutch Cummings
Jul 15 Apr 16
Paul DeHart
Jul 16
Jun 16
Randy Dunn
Jul 15
Jul 15
Whitney Gaines
Aug 15 Mar-16
Freddy Heller
Jul 16
Sep 16
Joshua Hickman
Jul 16 May 16
John Hood
Aug 15 Aug 15
Todd Kes
Oct 15 Oct 15
Jeff Kirkland
Nov 15 Aug 15
Leiko Koone
Nov 15 Jan 16
Everett Leonard
Aug 15
Lech Mazur
Jul 15 Nov 15
Margaret McGillicuddy Jul 15 Nov 15
Maria Morgan
May 18

Name
Gregory Newer
Sandra Okamoto
Barbara Paul
Joe Perry
Kris Reeves
Scott Roop
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Thelma Shumpert
Gisela Stephens
Harold Stewart
Jessie Sutton
Becky Thane
Adam Vought
Mike Walker
Jaryn Wester
David Wright

DaVinci
Nov 15
LTM
Jul 16
Jul 15
Jul 15
Jul 16
Aug 15
Jul 16
Oct 15
LTM
Feb 16
Jan 16
Jul 15
Jul 16
Jul 16
Feb 17
Jul 16

Starfleet
Nov 15
Aug 16
Nov 15
May 16
Aug 15
Jul 16
Nov 15
Apr-16
Apr 16
Jan 16
Dec 16
May 16
Jun 16
Feb 16
Nov 15

WELCOME ABOARD!

Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed their
membership in the DaVinci (D) or Starfleet (S).
Michael Walker (D) (S)
Ryan Sabata (D) (S)

Michelle Walker (D) (S)
Jay Sabata (D) (S)

Max Walker (D) (S)
Gracie Walker (D) (S)

Freddy Heller (D) (S)
Ariana Heller (D) (S)

Connie Heller (D) (S)
Steven Stewart (D*)
David Wright (D*) (S)

Travis Heller (D) (S)
Amanda Stewart (D*)

LATINUM VAULT
Opening Balance
Night Out
Deposit
Postage/Office supplies

$65.86
$9.00
$42.10
$16.13

Closing Balance

$82.83

RADM Connie Heller

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
The new DaVinci t-shirts are in!! They are quite nice and I am sure they will go fast so make
sure you reserve yours today. The cost is very reasonable: YM to L ($10); XL ($11), 2X ($12),
3X ($13), and 4X ($14). I did order (I hope) enough of each size and this time around some youth
medium in each color. Oh, we still have a few of the older ones left and they can be purchased at
a slight discount. Here is what the new ones look like:

)
Operations

Science

Engineering

By the way, Science blue seems to be the most popular color because we have completely run
out of several sizes. This is what we currently have in stock:
Operations (Red)
Youth Medium
1
Small
1
Medium
2
2X
1
3X
1

Science (Blue)
Youth Medium
Small
2X
3X

1
1
1
2

Engineering (Yellow)
Youth Medium
1
Small
1
Medium
2
Large
1
XL
1
2X
1
3X
1
4X
1

If we do not have your size in stock I can order more you just have to let me know which color,
your size, and, of course, how many of each!
We also have several of the last version DaVinci shirts available for a discount – your choice
$7.00 each. Here is what we have: Operations (1 - Medium); Science (1 - Medium); Engineering
(1 - Medium); Generic Gray (1 - Medium and 2 – XL); and believe it or not we still have one of
our first gray t-shirts (Medium) in stock. If you want any of the above t-shirts feel free to email or
call me to reserve your size. I cannot hold it forever so if you reserve a shirt, please pay as soon
as possible. Thanks.

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal Stewart for his weekly donation of cans;
Russell Ruhland for his 5 years of leading the best ship in Region 2, the USS DaVinci

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some scheduled DVD releases for July that may interest you:
“Witches of East End, Season 2” (7th)
“Batman, Season 2, Part 2” (14th)
“Helix, Season 2” (28th)

LINKS

Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Starfleet Home Page:
www.sfi.org
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
www.region2.org
USS DaVinci Home Page
www.ussdavinci.org
Craig’s List:
http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a
series of photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time.
Many of you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they
made the USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you would
like to see published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as to who
is in the photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me know!
Okay, here is Part I of our 2006 Halloween Party.

Joe assumes his regular duties as apple cider pourer and a very wicked witch, Diane, keeps him
company and a DaVinci-carved pumpkin donated by Randy decorates the garage.

A witch (Diane), a wizard (Russell), a clown (Connie), and a Vulcan (Joe) pose for a picture.

Freddy as Buffy the Vampire Slayer and “Buffy” posing with a young vampire!
Next month, Part II of our 2006 Halloween party!
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CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci members receive a discount

DaVinci Members receive a $20.00 Discount! Purchase $5.00 Worth of Food and Get a Free Drink!

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

