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UPCOMING DAVINCI EVENTS
**03 March, National Pancake Day, IHOP, Gateway Road, 7:00 PM
**14 March, 19th Anniversary Party, Site TBA, 2:00 PM
**16 March, Night Out/Membership Meeting at Mongo’s, 7:00 PM
**27-29 March, Starfleet Region 2 Summit, LaPlaya Resort, Daytona Beach, FL
**31 March, Dining to Donate for the Stewart Community Home. Applebee’s, 7:00 PM

PASSAGES

We are saddened to report the passing of Barrie Ingham, the British actor whose many credits
included a guest role on Star Trek: The Next Generation. Ingham passed away on January 23, just
a few weeks shy of his 83rd birthday. His turn in the Star Trek universe came with the episode
"Up the Long Ladder," which cast him as Danilo Odell, leader of the Bringloidi, who didn't care
for the sythenol whiskey aboard the Enterprise, but was quite pleased to have to mate with three
women to create a new genetic pool. Well before "Up the Long Ladder," Ingham was actually
among those considered for the role of Jean-Luc Picard.

Barrie Ingram as Danilo Odell on Star Trek: The Next Generation.
Ingham spent decades in the acting business, working on the stage (in the West End and on
Broadway), on television and in films, with his credits spanning from the 1950's to 2014. He
acted alongside Dame Judi Dench in 16 plays over the years, often taught acting as well and as
recently as last year starred in a one-man show, Keep Calm and Sing On. Among his many films
and television projects were The Victorians, Doctor Who, The Avengers, The Day of the Jackal,
The Great Mouse Detective (for which he voiced Basil of Baker Street/Bartholomew) and The
Triangle.
The actor passed away, "peacefully at home," following a short illness, according to a statement
from his family. He leaves behind his wife of more than 50 years, Tarne Phillips, and four
children, as well as several grandchildren.

IT’S THE CAPTAIN CALLING

Unlike March will be, February was a pretty slow month with only two DaVinci activities on
the board. The first was our February Night Out/Membership meeting at the Blue Iguana
Mexican Grill in Columbus. Fifteen DaVinci personnel attended at this first time location and
everyone enjoyed their food. There were a couple of surprises. First, Everett came to the Night
Out, his first visit with us in quite a while. Second, Karen Baker showed up! Karen was at one
time a long-standing member of the DaVinci and Starfleet but has been out of the DaVinci for
several years. The good news is that she rejoined both DaVinci and Starfleet! Welcome back
Karen!! We had only one server but she did an excellent job in keeping our drinks filled. Because
of the fire, there were no Captain’s Perks this month but the winner of the free meal was Randy!

Russell and Diane check out the menu while Joe and Lech wait to order.

Randy with Karen (back from the Delta Quadrant) and Everett (good to see you again)!

Maria and Scott and Connie and Freddy pose for a picture while waiting to order.

And the same for Hal, Thelma, and Todd.
The evening began with Freddy getting up and presenting me with a $500 gift from the USS
Robins, our sister ship out of Warner Robins, GA. I still find it amazing how this Region and
Starfleet in general come together to help Starfleet members in need. It was quite moving and I
wish to thank, from the bottom of my heart, the officers and crew of the USS Robins for their
generous donation. Another gracious thanks has to go out to all those folks on the USS DaVinci
who donated cash and other items to help get Diane and me back on our feet. You never know
how many friends you really have until tragedy strikes. I am quite blessed, thank-you.
Following this, I had a surprise for Freddy as I presented him with a “Not Next Tuesday Award”
from Starfleet in recognition of a perfect record of submitting the Monthly Status Reports (MSR)
for the July 2013 to June 2014 period. I am not quite sure but I think Freddy has never missed
getting an MSR in on time. Anyway, next month the Night Out/Membership meeting will be at
another new location, Mongo’s on north Veteran’s Blvd near the intersection of Moon Road.
Hope to see you there!

Russell presents Freddy with the Starfleet “Not Next Tuesday Award” and Randy wins the meal!

The DaVinci crew at the Blue Iguana Mexican Grill during the February Night Out!
The next event was the comic book show at the Coca-Cola Space Science Center in beautiful
downtown Columbus. Although the day was a bit rainy and there was a gun shown right down
the street, the center was packed with folks looking to pick up that special item. The DaVinci, of
course, had a membership drive table. Six DaVinci personnel came to the show to help work the
table; two were running a vendor table; one was running the show; and two with their grand kids
in tow came to see what was going on. There was some interest in the DaVinci from a few folks
but most just passed us by. Fortunately for us, Jaryn Wester did not. She filled out an application
on site and is now an official member of the DaVinci and Starfleet. Welcome Jaden and her son
Bradley to the USS DaVinci. The crowd was pretty steady for most of the day but by 3:00 PM it
had thinned out so we broke down the table and headed home. Check the pictures below!
NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

MONGO’S
ON MONDAY 16 MARCH AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

Freddy and Jeff setting up the table with Martha looking on and Jeff, Scott, Russell, Martha
and Joe waiting for the doors to open

Scott, our new Security Chief, at his post and potential new members check out the table.

Freddy signs up Jaryn Wester, and Tammy and “Rat” with their grandchildren.

Jessie helps out Melanie at her table and Russell thinks, “Hmm, here is a good one to begin again!”

Jessie plays behind an unsuspecting Russell and Dutch making an announcement to the crowd
Jessie has decided to step down as Executive Officer. She has just been too busy with work and
other obligations to come to events. So, the position of Executive Officer of the USS DaVinci is
open to qualified candidates. To be considered for the position you must have or completed the
following: 1) be a member in good standing of Starfleet; 2) passed both Officer’s Training School
(OTS) and Officer’s Command College (OCC) which can be taken for no cost on-line at sfi.org;
3) be at least 18 years of age; 4) and lastly, have been a member of the USS DaVinci for at least 6
months. If you meet all of the above qualifications and would like to be considered for my
“Number One”, please email me at trekchristian@gmail.com. Oh, one more thing, the position
comes with an automatic promotion to Commander.
That's all for this month.
Warp speed ahead in 2015!
VADM Russell Ruhland

RECORDS ROOM REPORTING
As you all know by now, Russell and Diane suffered a devastating loss as the house they
were renting burned to the ground. As Russell put it to me during a telephone conversation
shortly after the fire, “There is nothing left but ashes.” Almost immediately help poured from
Russell’s church to the American Red Cross. I quickly sent the message of the fire to all of
you and to the folks in the Region. More help was quickly forthcoming. Our own Melanie
Cummings set up a GoFundMe account which upon its closing raised over $2400. I even sent
out a link to the GoFundMe site to everyone I know outside the DaVinci and Starfleet and
more help poured in from folks who do not even know Russell and Diane. Just within the
DaVinci, over $1500 was donated! If you are one, a very very BIG Bajoran thanks goes out to
you.
National Pancake Day will be held on 03 March at any IHOP location in the
Columbus/Phenix City area. I am planning on a DaVinci gathering at the Gateway IHOP at
7:00 PM. If you cannot make it at 7:00 PM but can make it at another time/IHOP, please do so
for this worth event to raise money for the Children’s Miracle Network hospitals. If you do go
to another location please take a “selfie” of you and your pancakes and send it to my new
email address (trekfans@att.net). I will make a collage of all the photos for the newsletter.
Okay folks, here is another opportunity to help out another worthy organization. The
Applebee’s on Airport Thruway is having a Dining to Donate day from 11:00 AM to 12:00
AM on 31 March. Applebee’s will donate 15% of your check to the Stewart Community
Home (sch-info.org) The Stewart Community Home is a Personal Care Home which provides
housing and assistance to elderly and disabled people from the Chattahoochee Valley and
surrounding area. So mark your calendars for 7:00 PM on 31 March for this worthy “Night
Out.”
ADM Freddy Heller

CARE AND FEEDING OF IDOLS:
A Review of Love Live! School Idol Festival

Love Live! School Idol Festival is a free rhythm game from KLab Games, available on both
Apple and Android platforms. It is based upon Love Live! School Idol Project, a Japanese
money-making juggernaut offering manga, anime, CDs, concerts, action figures, and even an

upcoming theatrical movie. I was introduced to it by Wendy, my work partner, who is SO MUCH
more anime/manga geeky than I am, and now my family is researching intervention strategies.
The story line is that a group of students in Japan have formed a school idol band to increase
their school's popularity. You are introduced to the nine main characters and given the task of
recruiting more students and overseeing the music practices and performances ("Live Shows").
Students are represented by virtual collector cards, featuring the singers in various costumes.
Each student’s biography reveals her personality, skills and quirks. There is an extremely high
cute factor to these cards and costumes, and cosplay fodder potential is high. These cards are
collected in your virtual album, unless you "sell" them off.
Success in the game is an incestuous combination of three components: story, practice, and
performance. Your personal advancement in the game is a mixture of luck, skill, and how much
time you are willing to invest in it. An optional addition is the spending of real-world money to
gain extra playing time and/or higher ranking idols--not something in which I participate!
The story is revealed to you based upon certain ranks or achievements. Completion of story
portions provides you with currency to improve your team members and recruit new ones.
Practicing your team members increases their abilities, which provides higher Live Show scores.
Live Shows pay you in currency and new students. Performing your team members increases
their bond with the others, and when maximum bond is reached, you can open more stories and
gain more currency. See how it is all mixed together?
The actual game play is hitting moving circles as they advance toward the characters on stage.
There are singles, doubles, and holds, and then there are those nasty "stars" that deduct stamina
points if you don't do it exactly right. All of this is done to the beat of perky J-pop songs. When
you touch the circles, you hear a sound based upon how accurately you hit it; the sound reminds
me of tambourines, and I really hate the “CLINK” when I don't hit it at "great" or "perfect".
In addition to regular play, two different ten-day events are scheduled each month. The token
event has players collect tokens in each Live Show, which are cashed in to play the event song
and gain points towards various rewards. By the end of this event you generally hate the event
song because you have played it for TEN STRAIGHT DAYS. The score match event matches
you with random players to compete head-to-head on random songs. Your placement in each
score match directly affects the number of event points you receive for the song. In both events,
rewards are given at various point levels and include gold, friend points, love gems, and special
event cards. There are also event rewards based upon how you rank among all players worldwide.
I would be remiss if I did not warn you of a slight sleaze factor. While the game is cute and
girly, a large number of the players are male. Many have formed obsessions over these digital
singers, and events can be quite competitive if their favorite is one of the rewards. These are
usually the players who spend (obscene amounts of) real world money on a free game to purchase
love gems for Honor Student scouting and for additional playing time. This means that during
Score Match events you can set a personal record on a song, yet still lose to players who have
packed a team with high-ranking cards.
Here is my experience: I spend more time setting up the teams and getting the characters trained
than actually playing the songs and hitting the targets. I keep track of who I have in my
collection, who needs to be leveled or bonded up, and who is expendable. This game can be
viewed at such levels of complexity that a breakdown of its strategy could parallel in-depth
business plans.

I do warn you that if you start playing, you will find that your rank rises quite quickly at first.
However, each rank requires more experience than the last to get to the next level. If you run out
of live points before you have run out of desire to play one more game, you are hooked, and the
waiting game begins: it takes six minutes to gain one live point and games cost 4-25 points, based
upon difficulty.

Samples of Normal, Rare, Super Rare, and Ultra Rare cards

Top scorers in a recent event “rickroll” the other players.
By the way, Freddy HATES it when I play the game. He dislikes the fact that the songs are
in Japanese (imagine that!), but even after decades I still can't understand the lyrics of "Louie,
Louie" so I think we're even there.
COMM Connie Heller
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NEWS YOU CAN USE!
The new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place and are a pretty good deal, especially if
you take the electronic membership option. If you were thinking of joining Fleet but the
expense was too high now you can get your membership for up to half off (A $10 Savings!) by
taking the electronic option. Not only that but your membership in the DaVinci is half off as
well (up to a $7.50 savings!).
For Electronic Memberships:
Individual - $10
Family of 2 - $15
Family of 3 - $17
Family of 4 - $19
Family of 5 - $21
Family of 6 - $23

For Paper Memberships:
Individual - $20
Family of 2 - $25
Family of 3 - $27
Family of 4 - $29
Family of 5 - $31
Family of 6 - $33

TABULATIONS
Well, a new year is upon us and so is another year for tab collecting. The tab collection effort
just got a bit interesting as “Master Tabber” Jeff donated 8,000 tabs at the comic book show!
Naturally, he jumped Russell and is now in first place. Hal has moved ahead of Connie but with
her counting tabs nearly every day, expect her to jump up in the standing very soon! What a great
start to the 2015 tab collecting effort. Keep it up folks and we may yet hit 100,000 tabs!
Starting Balance

0753

Jeff Kirkland
Russell Ruhland
Freddy Heller
Randy Dunn
Thelma Shumpert
Hal Stewart
Maria Morgan
Connie Heller

8000
4371
3756
1987
604
144
90
65

TOTAL 19770

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The Night Out/Membership Meeting locations for 2015 were selected at our Thanksgiving get
together at Golden Corral. We have some great locations in store with four new locations and so I
hope you mark your calendars. Here are the 2015 locations:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Mark’s City Grill
Blue Iguana (Harmony Place) **NEW**
Mongo’s **NEW**
Cook’s Place (Moon Road Location)
Olive Garden
Stevi B’s
Hibachi Buffet **NEW**
El Vaquero (North Columbus Location)
New China
PhillyOsophy
Bonefish Grill **NEW**
Red Lobster (Columbus Park Crossing Location)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Many happy returns to the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and historical
events that are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in March. Special birthdays include Derick
Turner who on the 26th turns 18 and is now considered an adult and Maria Morgan who turns the
BIG 60 on the 29th!
Barbara Luna (LT Marlene Moreau on TOS)
Pioneer 10 is Launched on a Trip to Jupiter (1972)
James Doohan (LTCMDR Montgomery Scott on TOS)
Apollo 9 Blasts off to Test Lunar Module (1969)
Jolene Blalock (T’Pol on ENT)
CRMN Whitney Gaines
Alexander Graham Bell Received a Patent for His Telephone (1876)
First Successful Trans-Atlantic Telephone Conversation (1926)
Phillips Demonstrated a Prototype Compact Disk Player (1979)

2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
5th
6th
7th
7th
8th

Anton Yelchin (Chekov in Star Trek)
ENS Ariana Heller
Astronaut Wally Schirra
Apollo 9 Splashes Down in the Pacific (1969)
Uranus Discovered by Sir William Herschel (1781)
First American (Norman Thagard) on Russian Space Craft (1995)
Astronaut Frank Borman
Astronaut Eugene Cernan
Penny Johnson-Jerald (CPT Cassidy Yates on DS9)
First Internet Domain Name, Symbolics.com, was registered (1985)
Astronaut Alan L. Bean
CRMN Richard Gains
CMDR Jessie Sutton
J.G. Hertzler (Martok on DS9)
First Human to Walk in Space (Alexi Leonov 1965)
Conner Trineer (CMDR Charles “Trip” Tucker on ENT)
John DeLancie (“Q” on TNG)
ENS Travis Heller
William Shatner (CPT James T. Kirk on TOS)
Michael Westmore (Makeup Designer)
First US Two Person Craft (Gemini 3) is Launched (1965)
Russia’s Mir Space Station Falls to Earth (2001)
D. C. Fontana (Story Editor)
ENS Derick Turner
Leonard Nimoy (Spock on TOS)
First Telephone Line Between Boston and New York is Inaugurated (1884)
Soviet Cosmonaut Yuri A. Gagarin Dies in Plane Crash (1968)
ENS Maria Morgan
Marina Sirtis (CMDR Deanna Troi on TNG)
CADET Juliet Beauchamp
ENS Lesh Mazur

11th
12th
12th
13th
13th
14th
14th
14th
14th
15th
15th
15th
16th
18th
18th
19th
20th
22nd
22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
25th
26th
26th
27th
27th
29th
29th
30th
30th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column this will be your last newsletter.
If in BLUE you membership is expired or nearing it expiration so please renew soon. Thanks!
Name
Karen Baker
Steve Brown
Phil “Rat” Campanaro
James Carey

DaVinci
Feb 16
Dec 15
Aug 15
Feb 16

Starfleet
Name
Feb 16 Maria Morgan
Cameron Mull
Aug 15 Gregory Newer
Expired Sandra Okamoto

DaVinci
May 18
Mar 15
Nov 15
LTM

Starfleet
May 15
Mar 15
Nov 15

Dutch Cummings
Randy Dunn
Whitney Gaines
Freddy Heller
John Hood
Rick Howe
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
Everett Leonard
Lech Mazur
Margaret McGillicuddy

Jul 15 Mar 15
Jul 15
Jul 15
Aug 15 Expired
Jul 15
Sep 15
Aug 15 Aug 15
Mar 15
Oct 15 Oct 15
Nov 15 Aug 15
Nov 15 Jan 16
Aug 15
Jul 15 Nov 15
Jul 15 Nov 15

Joe Perry
Kris Reeves
Scott Roop
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Thelma Shumpert
Gisela Stephens
Harold Stewart
Jessie Sutton
Becky Thane
Mike Walker
Jaryn Wester

Jul 15
Jul 15
May 15
Aug 15
Jul 15
Oct 15
LTM
Feb 15
Jan 16
Jul 15
Jul 16
Feb 17

Nov 15
May 15
Aug 15
Jul 15
Nov 15
Apr-15
Apr 15
Jan 16
Dec 16
Jun 15
Feb 16

WELCOME ABOARD!
Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed their
membership in the DaVinci (D) or Starfleet (S).
Steve Brown (D)
Jaryn Wester (D*) (S*)

Lisa Neal (D)
Bradley Wester (D*)

Karen Baker (D) (S)

LATINUM VAULT
Opening Balance
Deposit
Postage
Credit back uncashed checks
Closing Balance
COMM Connie Heller

$46.86
$44.00
$14.30
$52.00
$128.56

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
The new DaVinci t-shirts are in!! They are quite nice and I am sure they will go fast so make
sure you reserve yours today. The cost is very reasonable: YM to L ($10); XL ($11), 2X ($12),
3X ($13), and 4X ($14). I did order (I hope) enough of each size and this time around some youth
medium in each color. Oh, we still have a few of the older ones left and they can be purchased at
a slight discount. Here is what the new ones look like:

Operations

Science

Engineering

Motto on Back

By the way, Science blue seems to be the most popular color because we have completely run
out of size large. In fact, this is what we currently have in stock:
Operations (Red)
1 – Youth Medium
1 – Small
2 – Medium
1 – XL
1 – 2X
1 – 3X

Science (Blue)
1 – Youth Medium
1 – Small
1 – 2X
2 – 3X
1 – 4X

Engineering (Yellow)
1 – Youth Medium
1 - Small
2 - Medium
1 - Large
2 - XL
2 – 2X
1 – 3X
1 – 4X

If we do not have your size in stock I can order more you just have to let me know which color,
your size, and, of course, how many of each!
We also have several of the last version DaVinci shirts available for a discount – your choice
$7.00 each. Here is what we have: Operations (1 - Medium); Science (1 - Medium); Engineering
(1 - Medium); Generic Gray (1 - Medium and 2 – XL); and believe it or not we still have one of
our first gray t-shirts (Medium) in stock. If you want any of the above t-shirts feel free to email or
call me to reserve your size. I cannot hold it forever so if you reserve a shirt, please pay as soon
as possible. Thanks.

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal Stewart for his weekly donation of cans;
Maria for her donation of coupons and Box Tops/Labels for Education;
And to Scott who is our new Security Officer!

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some scheduled DVD releases for March that may interest you:
“DaVinci’s Demons, Season 2” (3rd)
“Fireball XL5, Complete Series (10th)
“Gomer Pyle, U.S.M.C., Complete Series” (10th)
“Quincy, M.E., Season 8: The Final Season” (10th)
“Ghost Whisperer, Complete Series” (17th)
“Maude, Complete Series” (17th)
“Star Trek, Captain Kirk’s Boldest Missions” (17th)

LINKS

Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Starfleet Home Page:
www.sfi.org
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
www.region2.org
USS DaVinci Home Page
www.ussdavinci.org
Craig’s List:
http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series
of photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time. Many
of you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they made the
USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you would like to see
published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as to who is in the
photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me know! Okay, here is
Part III of our September 2006 Goodbye Summer, Hello Fall cookout!

Barbara Paul of the USS Robins enjoying the food and Rebecca’s birthday cake!

Rebecca opens her presents as the crew looks on and Ariana draws out a door prize name.

Joe wins a bunch of DVD and – whoa! Is that a smile on the face of this usually stoic Vulcan? Yep!

The winners showing off their goodies and Randy, Barbara and Bill Paul after the fun died down.

Russell, Joe, and Randy chatting in the great room Lech relaxes in his own way!
Next month, Part I of our 2006 Help-the-Hooch River Clean Up!

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci members receive a discount

Purchase $5.00 Worth of Food and Get a Free Drink!
Members Receive a 10-15% Discount!

AND IN CLOSING…
In lieu of our normal send off, “A Little Humor and Dismissed”, I thought you might like to see
some photographs of the fire that destroyed Russell and Diane’s home and years of memories. I
hope that this never happens to any of you.

