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UPCOMING DAVINCI EVENTS
**12 April, Our 18th Anniversary Party, Freddy and Connie’s House, 2:00 PM
**21 April, Night Out at Country Barbecue (Mercury Drive), 7:00 PM

PASSAGES
Acclaimed Australian actress and Star Trek: The Next Generation guest star Wendy Hughes
has died. She played Captain Picard's love interest, LT CMDR Nella Daren, in the sixth-season
hour "Lessons." Her TNG episode was just one credit in a long and successful career that
spanned from the stage to television to features, and included My Brilliant Career, Careful, He
Might Hear You and State Coroner, as well as The Graduate, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf,
and, in 2012, a Sydney Theater Company production of Pygmalion that cast her as Mrs.
Higgins.

Wendy Hughes as Lt Cmdr Nella Daren
Hughes succumbed to cancer in Sydney, with actor Bryan Brown breaking the news to the
audience at a Sydney Theatre Company Traveling North show and leading the audience to
honor her with a standing ovation. The actress was 61 years old and leaves behind a daughter,
Charlotte, and a son, Jay. Star Trek fans everywhere offers their condolences to Hughes' family,
friends, colleagues and fans.

IT’S THE CAPTAIN CALLING
Twelve crewmembers from the USS DaVinci gathered together at Carrabba's Italian
Restaurant for this month's night out dinner. The herb/oil was a bit on the strong side this time
to go with the bread but the bread itself made a tantalizing starter. We had fellowship with one
another, telling tales of great quests and glorious battles fought and won like a ship full of
fearless Klingon warriors. While awaiting the meals, we drew for the free meal which was won
by none other than Freddy himself, and then the captain's perks, won by Martha who received a
Star Trek Voyager booklet and Hal who won a double action figure set of Cochrane and Lily
from the First Contact movie. The meals came, which were thoroughly enjoyed by all, along
with a few desserts for the brave stomachs venturing to tackle the chocolate monster. After a
couple of hours of fun and frolic at the table we all departed our separate ways back home until
the next time when we will gather again on the 21st of April, 7:00 PM at Country's BBQ on
Mercury Drive in Columbus. See ya'll there!

Jeff, Martha (in their St Paddy’s Day finest), Sandye and Diane, Joe, and Hal wait to be seated.

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

COUNTRY’S (MERCURY DRIVE)
ON MONDAY 21 APRIL AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

And so too does Hal, Gregory, Connie, and Russell and Randy.

Randy and Sandye decide what to order while Joe gives the server his drink order.

Connie and Freddy pose for a picture while Lech and Martha decide what to order.

Hal places his order while Randy and Sandye wait and Martha and Jeff place their orders.

Look what we won: Freddy (free meal), Martha (Voyager book), and Hal (First Contact figures)
Our 18th anniversary party had to be postponed due to an unforeseen injury that Freddy
received while trying to run from Connie's wrath (just kidding!). Actually, he pulled a back
muscle while moving a long table from his garage into the house and we all wish him a speedy
recovery. The anniversary party has been rescheduled for Saturday, 12 April 2014, 2:00 PM at
Freddy's home. The captain's table will be set up (assuming Freddy does not hurt himself again
– LOL) with some items you can purchase and a few very nice door prizes for lucky winners.
We had about 14 folks set to attend the event that was canceled but it is my hope that more of
you will be able to come on the 12 April date Please email (or call) Freddy and let him know
your intention to attend and how many are coming so we can have enough pizza available for
everyone.

Trek Trax is fast coming up on the weekend of April 26 and 27, 2014 in Atlanta. Special
guests include Arlene Martel who played the role of T’Pring in the TOS episode “Amok Time”;
Felix Silla who portrayed characters in Buck Rogers (Twiki), Return of the Jedi (Ewok Reath),
and the original Battlestar Galactica (Lucifer); and Jeremy Roberts, CMDR Dimitri Valtane of
Star Trek VI and some series episodes. Of course there is also the infamous Miss Klingon
Beauty Pageant as well as panels and vendors. Myself, Diane and Freddy are currently known
to be attending and you too can come by just going to the website at trektrax.org. Freddy says
it's going to be sweet with the Cheesecake Factory only a couple of miles from the hotel.
Frequencies closed! Warp speed ahead in 2014!
VADM Russell Ruhland

RECORDS ROOM REPORTING

Our annual participation in St Jude night at Chili’s was a rounding success. Ten DaVinci
personnel attended and $167.52 was spent on food and drinks, 10 percent, or $16.75, went to
the St Jude charity! I would like to thank all those who participated and encourage those who
did not come to plan on attending the next charity breakfast, dinner, or other such event. It all
goes to a good cause. Check out the pictures below.

Diane and Russell and Lech and Margaret deciding what to order.

Todd and Connie pose for a picture while Joe, Hal, and Gregory wait for their meals to arrive.

Hal digs into his side of ribs and the DaVinci crew outside Chili’s!
If you hear of any community service activities that we could participate in, please drop me an
email or give me a call. This is the time of year where organizations schedule activities such as
walk-a-thons, pancake breakfasts, and the like. Thanks.
I am still planning on scheduling a clean up of our Adopt-a-Highway for some time in early
April so stand by for further information.
ADM Freddy Heller
NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

COUNTRY’S (MERCURY DRIVE)
ON MONDAY 21 APRIL AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

ADM Freddy Heller

REGION 2 SUMMIT
The CO's shuttle departed on Friday, 7 March to attend this year's Region 2 Summit in
Vicksburg, MS. We traveled at a cozy Warp 5 in order to check out the sights along the way.
Arriving that afternoon, we got settled in our room, which to my surprise was on the 1st floor
just a hand phaser's distance from the lobby. How cool can that get? It was wonderful to see all
our friends again but sad to know that Lucy Ferron was moving to Texas and transferring to
Region 3 where she will reside with her newlywed husband. After meeting up with Freddy and
Joe we gathered a short while later to attend the Admiral's meet and greet dinner at a local
restaurant. WOW! I totally didn't recognize the new Commander of Starfleet, Wayne Killough,
who had gotten his ears lowered big time with a haircut, which chopped off his trademark
hairstyle. I won't go into detail but I will say we probably could have dined better this time
around. Oh well, you can't get 5 stars all the time. After the meal everyone went back to the
hotel to get some well-deserved rest before the summit officially opened on Saturday AM.
Breakfast started our Saturday activities and was pretty good. The hotel doesn't actually have
a working restaurant but put together a buffet breakfast for the members of Region 2 during the
weekend, which was much, appreciated. We had time to check out the auction store before
opening ceremonies and met some more friends we hadn't seen since last year. During the
opening ceremonies the Regional Coordinator (RC), Jack Eaton, handed out some promotions
and to my surprise, the last one was for me! Joe and Diane did the honors of pinning on the new
pips and I now hold the rank of Vice Admiral. Wahoo!

Russell is all smiles after receiving his promotion from Jack and Wayne and getting his pips
pinned on by Joe and Diane!

Lunch came in the form of dining at a local Chinese buffet and I enjoyed that greatly. We
attended some of the panels and I did my Chaplain/Counselor panel and Freddy hosted his
Collectables panel on Saturday afternoon.

John Yelverton moderates the Star Trek and Religion panel while the audience looks on.

Joe makes his point to Lucy and Russell prepares for his Counseling panel.
Following the charity Pie Toss, we prepared for the banquet and since it was a BBQ dinner I
received many comments as to whether I would get my dress white jacket splattered but I
fooled them and took the jacket off before I ate my meal. Unfortunately the dinner didn't fare
well with Diane but she recovered quickly, resting in the room at the hotel while I attended the
awards ceremony. This year, the USS DaVinci came home with awards and/or recognitions. We
took newsletter of the year award, 100% MSR reporting and Overseas Coupon donation
certificates, and Freddy graciously received the Region 2 Starfleet Membership Recognition
Award for his dedicated service to the region which granted the Heller family with a free 2-year
membership in Starfleet. Way to go, Freddy!

Jack Eaton, our Regional Coordinator, before and after the pie toss!

And our illustrious Starfleet Commander, Wayne Kilgore, in his before and after pose!

Folks from the Region in the lobby waiting to depart for the banquet and Mike and Kelly
(US Republic) and DaVinci members Joe, Diane and Russell wait for the buffet to begin!

Russell and Diane dig in to the BBQ and the Region enjoying the buffet!

Freddy accepts an Overseas Coupon Project certificate and the Newsletter of the Year award!

Freddy is emotional upon his name being announced for the Region’s Honorary Membership
Award for his years as the Region’s auctioneer and proprietor of Moogie’s Store.

The evening's activities continued with a live auction of several special items and I brought
home a truckload of action figures along with a couple of other items for a generous donation to
the local Multiple Sclerosis Society, the Summit charity this year. It was back to the room after
stowing away the goodies in the shuttle hold and awaiting what comes up on Sunday.
We got started on Sunday of course with breakfast again and then to the non-denominational
service which I hosted. We were honored with the presence of the Region's guest for the
weekend, Karole Selmon who played Yareena in the Next Generation episode “Code of
Honor.” Diane and I both got our pictures taken with her for a memory of the weekend.

Russell leading the Sunday morning non-denominational service and those in attendance with
special guest Karole Selmon (behind the little girl).

Special guest Karole Selmon (TNG’s Yareena) with Russell, Freddy, and Diane!
One more panel to attend and then to the closing ceremonies in which Freddy was presented
with a Roddenberry t-shirt by Jack Eaton. We had the traditional group photo taken with the
Commander of Starfleet this year and afterward it was on to the “dead-dog” luncheon at a local
Mexican restaurant.

Jack presents Freddy with a Roddenberry t-shirt and Jack presents representatives from the
Multiple Scoliosis Society a check for $1,000!

Good-bye y’all! See you next year in Kingsland, GA!!!!
Packed up, checked out and on the way home Monday morning with the CO's shuttle docking
into home port around 5:00 PM Monday afternoon. All in all one of the best Region 2 Summits
we have attended. Don't miss out on next year's Summit, which is being held at the Farragut
Studios in Kingsland, GA where “Starship Farragut” and “Star Trek Continues” are both
filmed. That should be a very fun-filled Summit. Hey! Aren’t they all?
VADM Russell Ruhland

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
The new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place and are a pretty good deal, especially if
you take the electronic membership option. If you were thinking of joining Fleet but the
expense was too high now you can get your membership for up to half off by taking the
electronic option. Not only that but your membership in the DaVinci is half off as well!
For Electronic Memberships:
Individual - $10
Family of 2 - $15
Family of 3 - $17
Family of 4 - $19
Family of 5 - $21
Family of 6 - $23

For Paper Memberships:
Individual - $20
Family of 2 - $25
Family of 3 - $27
Family of 4 - $29
Family of 5 - $31
Family of 6 - $33

TABULATIONS
Now that all the excitement about collecting the one-millionth tab is behind us it is time to
work on the next million! Our goal for 2014 is 100,000 tabs so keep saving until it hurts and
hurts some more! There will be no carry over this year so meeting our goal will be harder than
ever! Well, after a hefty donation of 6,000 tabs at the March Night Out, Jeff Kirkland is back on
top – his usual location for the past hundred years! We are still way behind schedule so start
saving today!
Starting Balance

0000

Jeff Kirkland
Russell Ruhland
Freddy Heller
Hal Stewart
Thelma Shumpert
Connie Heller

6000
4370
2710
177
42
5

Total

13304

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The restaurants for the 2014 Night Out locations were selected at our Thanksgiving dinner
celebration. The selections are an interesting mix of tastes from Italian to Cajun and from
Korean to Caribbean. Five of the 12 restaurants have never hosted a Night Out and three we
have only been to once! Of course, there is always the annual Captain’s Choice pilgrimage to the
Olive Garden in May! Check out the list below:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

McAlister’s
Koreana
Carrabba’s
Country’s (Mercury Drive)
Olive Garden
Thibodeaux’s
Chilli Thai
Ezell’s (Warm Springs Road)
CiCi’s (Bradley Park)
Rose’s Caribbean
Red Robin
IHOP (Gateway)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Many happy returns to the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and events that
are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in April. Only one special birthday to report this
month: Leiko Koone turns the big 30 on the 13th!!
Grace Lee Whitney (Yeoman Janice Rand on TOS)
First Weather Satellite, TRIOS-One, is Launched (1960)
Maiden Voyage of Shuttle Challenger (1983)
Frank Gorshin (Bele on TOS)
First Long-Distance (Washington to New York) Demonstration of TV
NASA Presented its First Seven Astronauts (1959)
Apollo 13 Begins its Ill-Fated Mission to the Moon (1970)

1st
1st
4th
5th
7th
9th
11th

First Man in Space (Yuri Gagarin 1961)
Charles Napier (Adam on TOS)
ENS Leiko Koone
Apollo 13 is Crippled When a Tank of Liquid Oxygen Explodes (1970)
First Test Flight of Shuttle Columbia Ends (1981)
Michael Ansara (Kang on TOS)
First Woman to Fly Across English Channel (Harriet Quimby 1912)
First Woman to Solo Around the World (Jerrie Mock 1964)
Apollo 13 Returns Safely to Earth after Near Disaster (1970)
Herman Zimmerman (Set Designer)
Elinor Donahue (Asst Commissioner Nancy Hedford on TOS)
Ashley Judd (ENS Robin Lefler on TNG)
Apollo 16 Lands on the Moon (1972)
Clint Howard (Balok on TOS; Grady on DS9)
George Takei (CPT Hikaru Sulu)
ENS Andrea O’Connor
CRMN Joshua Turner
China Launches Its First Satellite (1970)
First Satellite Relay of a Television Signal (1962)
Pioneer Ten Crosses Pluto’s Orbit (1983)
Hubble Space Telescope is Deployed (1990)
Spice Williams (Vixis from Search for Spock)
CRMN J. Chris Lewis
Kate Mulgrew (CPT Kathryn Janeway on VOY)

12th
12th
13th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
17th
19th
19th
19th
20th
20th
20th
21st
24th
24th
24th
25th
25th
26th
26th
29th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column this will be your last newsletter.
If in BLUE you membership is expired or nearing it expiration so please renew soon. Thanks!
Name
David Belk
Steve Brown
Phil “Rat” Campanaro
James Carey
Brad Carrne
Mackey Carter
M. John Clark
Dutch Cummings
Meg Dalafave

DaVinci
Jul 14
Dec 14
Aug 14
Feb 16
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Apr 14

Starfleet

Feb 15
Expired
May 14
Mar 15

Name
Lech Mazur
Margaret McGillicuddy
Maria Morgan
Windy Morris
Cameron Mull
Gregory Newer
Andrea O’Connor
Sandra Okamoto
Joe Perry

DaVinci
Jul 14
Jul 14
May 14
Feb 14
Mar 14
Nov 15
Jul 14
LTM
Jul 14

Starfleet
Nov 14
Nov 14
May 14
Mar 15
Nov 14
Expired
Nov 13

Randy Dunn
Lisa Frander
Jeremie Fritzgerald
James “JR” Furgerson
Whitney Gaines
Karoline Garcia
Calvin Graley
Rosalie Grant-Nolt
Kenny Gray
Freddy Heller
John Hood
Rick Howe
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
Everett Leonard
J. Chris Lewis

Jul 14
Jul 14
Apr 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Aug 15 Feb 14
Jul 14
Mar 14 Apr 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Sep 14
Mar 14 Expired
Mar 15
Oct 14 Oct 14
Nov 14 Aug 14
Nov 15 Dec 14
Aug 14
Mar 14

Karen Pynenburg
Kris Reeves
Kris Rudder
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Thelma Shumpert
Susanne Soto
Gisela Stephens
Harold Stewart
Jessie Sutton
Becky Thane
Mike Walker
David West
Justin Whitaker
Janet Winkles
Alison Zamora

Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Aug 14
Jul 14
Oct 14
Jul 14
LTM
Feb 15
Oct 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Apr 14
Jul 14
Jul 14

Aug 14

Aug 14
Jul 14
TBD

Apr 15
Dec 14
Dec 14

Dec 14
Sep 14

WELCOME ABOARD!
Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed
their membership in the DaVinci (D) or Starfleet (S).
Rick Howe (D)
Dutch Cummings (S)

Brittany Howe (D*)
Melanie Cummings (S)

Hal Stewart (D) (S)
Keri Anne Hudson (S)

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
Okay folks, the new DaVinci t-shirts have been ordered! We will have sizes ranging from
youth-medium (YM) to 4X with at least one in each color:
Hopefully we will have plenty of t-shirts for everyone who wants one. I will be sending out
photos of what the shirts will look like as soon as I get them from the t-shirt place. It may be
some time in early March before I hear from them, so stay tuned. Tentative cost will be $10 for
YM–XL; $12 for 2X; $14 for 3X, and $15 for 4X. Oh, there will be no generic gray shirts this

time around. If you are interested in getting one of our new t-shirts, be sure to reserve you color
and size as soon as possible.

FINANCIALLY SPEAKING
Opening Balance
Deposit (dues & cans)
Postage & supplies
March Night Out

$372.17
$32.20
$28.86
$13.00

Closing Balance

$362.51

COMM Connie Heller

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal Stewart for his weekly donation of cans and stamps;

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some scheduled DVD releases for April that may interest you:
“Star Trek Enterprise, Season 4 (1st)
“Dr. Who, Series 2.1” (8th)
“Godzilla, Complete Animated Series” (29th)

LINKS

Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Starfleet Home Page:
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
USS DaVinci Home Page
Craig’s List:

www.sfi.org
www.region2.org
www.ussdavinci.org
http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES
The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series
of photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time.
Many of you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they
made the USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you
would like to see published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as
to who is in the photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me
know! Okay, here are a few photographs (Part I) from our May 2006 Least Favorite Original
Series Marathon! Enjoy.

Freddy makes the introduction the episodes and gets ready to play the first one!

The crew waits for the next episode and lets you know what it is! Can you guess? Answer below.

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!
DaVinci Members Receive a Discount

Purchase $5.00 Worth of Food and Get a Free Drink!
Members Receive a 10-15% Discount!

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

**The answer to the episode question is “The Apple.”

