DaVinci Pilot
Newsletter of the USS DaVinci, NCC-74671, Columbus, GA
Volume 19 Number 06 February 2014

A Local Chapter of Starfleet, the
International Star Trek Fan Association

USS DAVINCI STAFF ROSTER
Commanding Officer

RADM Russell Ruhland

(334) 298-3998

Executive Officer

CMDR Jessie Sutton

(706) 442-0371

Operations Officer
Community Service Officer
Finance Officer
Publications Officer
Records Officer

RADM Joe Perry
VACANT
COMM Connie Heller
ADM Freddy Heller
ADM Freddy Heller

(706) 457-9725

Science Officer
Computer Science Officer
Counselor
Medical Officer
Morale Officer

ENS Lech Mazur
LTJG Leiko Koone
LT Diane Ruhland
COMM Jeff Kirkland
ENS Dutch Cummings

(706) 596-9542
(706) 663-2763
(334) 298-3998
(770) 253-6474
(706) 407-9945

Engineering Officer
Communications Officer
Quartermaster
Security Chief

VACANT
ENS Todd Kes
LT Randy Dunn
ENS JR Furgerson

(706) 593-3598
(334) 291-0150
(706) 957-0337

Cadet Corps Commander

VACANT

(706) 392-5100
(706) 325-TREK
(706) 325-TREK

Starfleet Marines Commander VACANT

UPCOMING EVENTS
**31 January, Sci-Fi Night at Columbus Cottonmouths, 6:00 PM
**17 February, Night Out/Membership Meeting at Koreana, 7:00 PM
**23 February, Columbus Comic Book Show, Space Science Center, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM

IT’S THE CAPTAIN CALLING
Ah, yes, on Saturday the 11th of January 2014 the USS DaVinci celebrated that most
wonderful time of the year. No, I don't mean Christmas of course. It was the annual Ronald
McDonald House Tab Turn In and Pie Party. Several of us gathered to start things off around
8:00 AM at Golden Corral for breakfast and I must say that even though Diane and I did not
have anything to eat the food looked irresistible to the palate. I did manage to get some most
needed coffee down my throat and Diane had her morning dose of sweet tea but everyone else
in attendance managed to get their fill and we left around 8:45 AM for the Ronald McDonald
House.

Diane, Russell, Connie and Jeff, Martha, and Joe enjoying breakfast at Golden Corral.

And so too does Gregory, Freddy, and Todd sitting next to Connie.

Randy enjoying a cup of coffee and Jeff goes back to the buffet for seconds.
This year the USS DaVinci didn't quite make the total collection of tabs as we turned in only
87,000 but, nevertheless, I give my personal thanks to all of the crew that donated during 2013
because as we mentioned in last month's newsletter, the USS DaVinci has donated over
1,000,000 tabs in the past 11 years and that's an amazing accomplishment. After posing for the
traditional photograph and a heart-giving thank you from the RMH representative, we all
departed until we met again at Freddy's home around 2:00 PM for the main event.

The table full of tabs and the crew at the Ronald McDonald House (L-R – Martha, Connie, Joe,
Freddy, Russell, Gregory, Diane, Jeff, and Randy)
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Randy filming the turn-in activities for posterity while Russell says the final words.
About a dozen or so members of our crew were present at Freddy's home for the Pie Party.
We started out as always with the great pizza feeding frenzy and I must say that Freddy went
above and beyond with getting us Papa John's this year. I have to admit that's my favorite brand
of pizza and I surely got my share of the goodies along with a portion of Connie's homemade
blackberry cobbler (Yumm yum!).

Russell chats with the crew before the Pie Party begins.
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Connie, Ariana, & Lisa wait while Gregory, Russell, Diane and Joe, Jeff, and Martha get pizza.

And so too does Lisa, John, Joe, Lech and Ariana.

Russell and Gregory dig in while the rest of the crew enjoys their pizza in the kitchen.

And in the dining room too!
After we let everyone settle down from the meal we then proceeded to the patio where yours
truly managed to receive not one, but two pies this year. Jeff Kirkland won the honors for both
pies for getting the most tabs turned in as well as being the crewmember that pushed us over the
1,000,000-tab mark. After I did all the begging, well, pleading for mercy I stood bravely as Jeff
placed the first pie on its target with the greatest precision. Once I recouped from the first pie I
was ready for Jeff’s second one but to everyone’s surprise he auctioned that privilege. The high
bidder at $10.00 was Gregory and he got his chance for any revenge he may have been festering
by giving his CO the ol’ pie in the eye so to speak. I once again maintained my composure and
recovered completely and took home a nice Cool Whip hairdo!

Jeff prepares to deliver the pie and SMACK!

The post pie smack and the result after the pie tin is placed on Russell’s head.

Gregory readies his pie and delivers a flawless smack!

The result and subsequent howl.

Joe, our Vulcan Operations Officer, was next and Connie had the honors as she tossed her pie
gently (too gently if you ask me) into the face of our Operations Officer. He took it with honor
and as any true Vulcan took it dignity and without emotion. But, in the second picture below, is
that the faintest hint of a smile I see?

The crew anxiously awaiting Joe’s turn and Connie preparing to deliver the pie.

Smack! And the final result!
Next it was my turn to launch the whipped photon torpedo and my victim was Lech, our
steadfast Science Officer. Lech nervously stepped up and I wanted to make sure I didn't miss so
I first dressed my victim with a Cool Whip set of eyebrows, chin dab, and nose bead. I then
gave our Science Officer his piece of the pie. Lech received his due with his promise of,
“Remember, your 60th birthday is still coming up!” I look forward to it, Lech.

“So that I hit the target just right, I will put a few helpful marks on the target. First eyebrows.”

“And then on the nose and finally the chin. Okay, I am ready!”

And then – smack! The result being Lech saying a short prayer that next year he will be spared.

We actually had another pie victim for this event but Jessie was feeling ill and could not make
it so Freddy went ahead and allowed his lovely wife, Connie (who was supposed to pie Jessie)
to toss him a piece of the action and she did it quite well despite Freddy begging for mercy
(well, not really but it sound good). Some really great photos follow! Do not laugh too hard!

“Please, my love, be gentle, begs Freddy”

“Not…”

“on…”

“your…”
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“life, responds Connie!”

SMACK!

Connie seems pleased with her effort while Freddy silently curses under his Cool Whip breath.

Very pleased, no extremely pleased (note the emotionless Vulcan playing with his iPhone)

Okay, make that ecstatic! All right enough is enough! Hum, still no reaction from Joe.
After everyone got cleaned up, we sat around in the living room for a while chatting Trek and
discussing other DaVinci-related items until things wound up around 4:30 PM. A lot of laughs
all around and loads of fun at our 9th annual Pie Party. I would like to thank all who donated
tabs throughout the year and to those who participated at the Pie Party. And a big thanks to Joe,
Lech, and Freddy (and me too) for their willingness to take a pie!

The aftermath of the pie tosses and later inside Russell discusses DaVinci news.
Eight brave crew members came to dine at McAllister's Deli on Monday, 20 January for our
monthly Night Out/Membership Meeting. The food was excellent and I particularly liked the
taste of their sandwich bread. Lech won the free meal drawing and the Captain's perks were
won by Connie who went home with a Spock t-shirt and Gregory who won a Star Trek novel he
did not already have. A fun time of food and fellowship for all!

Connie, Diane, and Russell checking out the menu and Joe ordering his meal.

Lech and Gregory waiting for their meals while Hal waits for others to be served.

Freddy and Connie pose for the camera and the crew chowing down.

Look what we won: Lech (free meal), Connie (Spock t-shirt, and Gregory (Star Trek novel)
On Friday, 31 January, the Columbus Cottonmouths will have a sci-fi night during their game
at the Civic Center and the USS DaVinci will be having a table inside the entrance along with
other organizations. This event is only a few days away and requires wearing a uniform so if
you can help out please let me know ASAP.
Dutch has a Comic Book show scheduled at the Coca Cola Space Science Center on Sunday,
23 February from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. As always, members of the DaVinci in uniform or a
DaVinci shirt receive discount admission but Dutch can use your help during this event also. If
you can assist, contact Dutch at: dutch@ccssc.org. The DaVinci will be hosting a membership
drive table and we can use you help too.
Finally, the Region 2 Summit is being held in Meridian, MS on the weekend of 7-9 March.
You can get more information at the Summit website: www.secondfleet.org/Summit2014. We
have been nominated for several awards and it would be great to see the DaVinci represented by
several of our crew this year.
That's all for this month. Warp speed ahead in 2014!
RADM Russell Ruhland
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RECORDS ROOM REPORTING
It has been quite a while since I last gave a detailed description on the organizations,
programs, and charities the USS DaVinci supports. All of these programs are an important way
that the DaVinci helps realize Gene Roddenberry’s vision of future in which poverty, hunger,
and war do not exist. Granted these programs are but a small step in that direction but a step
they are.
Ronald McDonald House
The Ronald McDonald House is a home away from home for parents whose children are
undergoing medical treat at a hospital. This treatment could last several days to several weeks
or even months. The Houses are built on the idea that parents should not have to worry about
the cost of staying near their children or where their next meal is coming from. The Ronald
McDonald House believes that it is important that the hospitalized child have the love and
support of family. Families stay at little or no cost. So how can we help? Our primary aid is
through the collection of pop tabs found on a variety of canned products. The tabs collected by
the Ronald McDonald House are then sold to a recycle center and the proceeds go to helping
pay the operating expenses of the House. In fact, the yearly tab donations are enough for all of
the utilities (gas, electric, water) to be paid in full! So when you open that can of pop or soup, or
even pet food, save the tab and when you get enough count them and turn them in at the next
DaVinci event. Tabs are not the only things you can donate to the Ronald McDonald House.
Have you ever tossed out that empty printer cartridge figuring that no one would ever have a
use for it? Next time take it to the Ronald McDonald House. They get money for each empty
cartridge. Want to help out even more? The Ronald McDonald House always needs donations
for the everyday operation of the House. Items such as bathroom tissue, paper towels, coffee,
light bulbs, cleaning items, trash bags, snack foods, the list goes on and on. For more
information on what is needed go to rmhcwga.org
Keep Columbus Beautiful
There are two ways we help this organization. The first is the annual Help-the-Hooch River
clean up, which takes place in early to mid October. The DaVinci has been involved with this
activity for 17 years. Help-the-Hooch is the largest clean up event in the Southeast. Their
mission is to protect the resources of the Chattahoochee River basin by removing all the solid
waste dropped by careless individuals. Each year the Help-the-Hooch event draws over 10,000
volunteers and removes over 100,000 pounds of litter from along its banks. We usually have a
pretty good crowd of personnel from the DaVinci help out every year. Once the work is
finished we all adjourn to Golden Park for the volunteer activity, which includes free food and a
Help-the-Hooch t-shirt (note the correct spelling this time). In conjunction with the volunteer
activities is the Watershed festival with many displays from organizations around the
Columbus/Phenix City area.

The second way we help keep Columbus beautiful is our Adopt-a-Highway program. Our
section of Columbus’ roadways is the entrance and exit ramps off exit 6 of the North Bypass
(Schomburg/Blackmon Roads). During the summer months we meet near the east ramp from
Blackmon Road around 8:00 AM. Given time we try to go out for breakfast following the clean
up. When it gets colder the time is pushed ahead 1 hour to 9:00 AM. We should clean up at
least once a month but usually try for once every few months. Quite often another group cleans
it before we can schedule a date.
Education Labels
Something we more recently started was the collection of Box Tops Education, Labels for
Education, and Project A+ labels. These items can be found on a variety of products from cereal
to soup to butter to biscuits. Look for the following and cut them out:

The labels are then turned over to a local school where they are then exchanged for money.
Each Box Top for Education label is worth 10 cents; each Label for Education is worth 1 point,
and each Project A+ label is worth 24 cents. Again, this is a simple task and requires only a pair
of scissors and a little bit of willingness on your part.
Starfleet Stampede
The Starfleet Stampede is a program where cancelled stamps are collected and sent to
Starfleet where they are sorted, packaged, and sold to stamp dealers. The money collected is
used for the various Fleet level charities as well as college scholarships. Again, this is a simple
task that only requires scissors and your time. You can even tear the stamp out if you cannot
find a pair of scissors. Which ever way you choose, try not to get to close to the stamp edge.
Overseas Coupon Program
Another one of our long running support programs is the Overseas Coupon Program or OCP.
OCP was established to help Military families stationed in various parts of the world outside the
United States. These families have no other way of obtaining manufacturer’s coupons than by
family members or programs such as the OCP. Manufacturer’s coupons are classified (for OCP
purposes) as either food (human not pet) or non-food. Coupons can be found in the Sunday
Ledger-Enquirer and the weekly Fort Benning Bayonet. This program will take a little bit of
your time for the coupons need to be cut out, sorted between food and non-food, and added up
into amounts totaling no more than $500 in each pile. On several occasions I have received
heart-felt thank-you letters from the Army Community Service (ACS) that receives our
donation. The ACS were have been sending coupons to for quite a few years sent me a letter
saying that their office was closing on 01 January. I went on line and found a Navy FSC in
Italy, which will be getting our donations. One in the amount of $3,900 has already been sent.
Last year we sent a total of $20,920 worth of coupons. I would love for us to beat that total for
this year. Beside me, only a two or three other crewmembers take the time to cut, sort, and total
coupons for this very worthy project. Please start collecting today!

Other Programs?
There are many more programs in the Columbus/Phenix City/Fort Benning area that are in
need of volunteers. If you can think of some organization that we can help, no matter how large
of small, please let me know. One thing we did in 2012 that we forgot to do in 2013 was
volunteer at the annual Thanksgiving feeding the needy at the Valley Rescue Mission. It was
quite an experience for the four of us who took time out of our schedule to volunteer. I do not
plan on missing it this year.
ADM Freddy Heller

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
Well, the new rates for membership in Starfleet are in place. Effective 01 January, the new
rates listed below are in effect. Note that if you choose electronic membership(s) you will pay
substantially less.
For Electronic Memberships:
Individual - $10
Family of 2 - $15
Family of 3 - $17
Family of 4 - $19
Family of 5 - $21
Family of 6 - $23

For Paper Memberships:
Individual - $20
Family of 2 - $25
Family of 3 - $27
Family of 4 - $29
Family of 5 - $31
Family of 6 - $33

TABULATIONS
Now that all the excitement about collecting the one-millionth tab is behind us it is time to
work on the next million! Our goal for 2014 is 100,000 tabs so keep saving until it hurts and
hurts some more! There will be no carry over this year so meeting our goal will be harder than
ever! So start saving today.
Starting Balance

0000

Russell Ruhland
Freddy Heller
Hal Stewart

4370
1000
50

Total

5420

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The restaurants for the 2014 Night Out locations were selected at our Thanksgiving dinner
celebration. The selections are an interesting mix of tastes from Italian to Cajun and from
Korean to Caribbean. Five of the 12 restaurants have never hosted a Night Out and three we
have only been to once! Of course, there is always the annual Captain’s Choice pilgrimage to the
Olive Garden in May! Check out the list below:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

McAlister’s
Koreana
Carrabba’s
Country’s (Mercury Drive)
Olive Garden
Thibodeaux’s
Chilli Thai
Ezell’s (Warm Springs Road)
CiCi’s (Bradley Park)
Rose’s Caribbean
Red Robin
IHOP (Gateway)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Many happy returns to the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and events that
are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in February:
Shuttle Columbia is Lost (2003)
Brent Spiner (Data on TNG)
First Soft Landing on Moon of Manmade Object (Luna 9 1959)
First Female Pilot of Shuttle (LTC Eileen Collins 1995)
First Russian Aboard US Spacecraft (Sergei Krikalev 1994)
First Untethered Space Walk (McCandless & Stewart 1984)
Ethan Phillips (Neelix on VOY)
Jerry Goldsmith (Composer)

1st
2nd
3rd
3rd
3rd
7th
8th
10th

Philip Anglim (Vedek Beareil)
Charles E. “Chuck” Yeager (Test Pilot)
Andrew Robinson (Elim Garak on DS9)
Simon Pegg (Montgomery Scott in Star Trek)
COMM Connie Heller
CRMN Christopher Gray
LeVar Burton (LTCMDR Geordi LaForge on TNG)
Maiden Flight of the Shuttle “Enterprise” (1977)
Pluto is Discovered by Clyde W. Tombaugh in Flagstaff, AZ (1930)
Thomas Edison Received a Patent for his Phonographic Machine (1878)
First American to Orbit the Earth (John Glenn 1962)
Ranger 8 Crashes on Moon (1965)
Shuttle Columbia Test Fires Its 3 Main Engines (1981)
Gary Lockwood (LT Gary Mitchell on TOS)
Martha Hackett (Seska on VOY)
Jeri Ryan (Seven of Nine on VOY)
Majel Barrett Roddenberry (Lwaxana Troi on TNG)
CRMN Justin Anthony
Chase Masterson (Leeta the Dabo Girl on DS9)
Barbara Babcock (Voice of Loskene, Trelane’s Mother, Beta 5 Computer
Mea 3, and Philana on TOS)
Double-Helix Structure of DNA Discovered (Watson & Crick, 1953)

11th
13th
14th
14th
14th
15th
16th
18th
18th
19th
20th
20th
20th
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
27th
27th
27th
28th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column this will be your last newsletter.
If in BLUE you membership is expired or nearing it expiration so please renew soon. Thanks!
Name
David Belk
Steve Brown
Phil “Rat” Campanaro
Brad Carrne
Mackey Carter
M. John Clark
Meg Dalafave
Randy Dunn
Lisa Frander
Jeremie Fritzgerald
James “JR” Furgerson

DaVinci Starfleet
Name
Jul 14
Lech Mazur
Dec 14
Margaret McGillicuddy
Aug 14
Maria Morgan
Jul 14
Windy Morris
Jul 14 Expired Cameron Mull
Jul 14 May 14 Gregory Newer
Apr 14
Andrea O'Connor
Jul 14
Jul 14
Sandra Okamoto
Apr 14
Joe Perry
Jul 14
Karen Pynenburg
Jul 14
Kris Reeves

DaVinci
Jul 14
Jul 14
May 14
Feb 14
Mar 14
Nov 15
Jul 14
LTM
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14

Starfleet
Nov 14
Nov 14
May 14
Mar 14
Nov 14
Expired
Nov 13
Aug 14

Whitney Gaines
Karoline Garcia
Calvin Graley
Rosalie Grant-Nolt
Kenny Gray
Freddy Heller
John Hood
Benlee Huguley
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
Everett Leonard
J. Chris Lewis

Aug 15 Feb 14
Jul 14
Mar 14 Apr 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Sep 14
Mar 14 Expired
Feb 14
Oct 14 Oct 14
Nov 14 Aug 14
Nov 15 Dec 14
Aug 14
Mar 14

Kris Rudder
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Thelma Shumpert
Susanne Soto
Gisela Stephens
Harold Stewart
Jessie Sutton
Becky Thane
Mike Walker
David West
Justin Whitaker
Janet Winkles
Alison Zamora

Jul 14
Aug 14 Aug 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Oct 14
TBD
Jul 14
LTM
Feb 14 Apr 14
Oct 14 Expired
Jul 14 Dec 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Apr 14 Dec 14
Jul 14
Sep 14
Jul 14

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
We still have a few of the old style t-shirts available so if you want one please let me know. I
will be ordering new shirts as soon as I get a rough idea as to how many folks want one. The
new ones may look something like the photos below although the background color of the logo
may match the color of the shirt.

Operations

Science

Engineering

Generic Gray

FINANCIALLY SPEAKING
Opening Balance
January Night Out
Pie party
Deposit
Postage

$462.06
$12.00
$66.09
$22.00
$18.80

Closing Balance

$387.17

COMM Connie Heller

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal Stewart for his weekly donation of cans and stamps;
Lisa Neal and Russell Ruhland for taking some great photos at the Pie Party;
Diane Ruhland for her donation of coupons.

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some scheduled DVD releases for February that may interest you:
“White Queen Mini series (4th)
“Sherlock, Season 3” (11th)
“Battlestar Galactica, Complete Epic Series” (18th)
“Game of Thrones, Season 3” (18th)
“Six Million Dollar Man, Season 5” (18th)

LINKS

Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Starfleet Home Page:
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
USS DaVinci Home Page
Craig’s List:

www.sfi.org
www.region2.org
www.ussdavinci.org
http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES
The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series
of photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time.
Many of you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they
made the USS DaVinci what it is today. Reminisce. If you have any photographs that you
would like to see published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief explanation as
to who is in the photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong, please let me
know! Okay, here are some photographs from our April 2006 membership meeting at the
Ronald McDonald House. Enjoy!

Joe, our XO reads off Russell’s certificate of appreciation while Freddy (CO) waits to present it.

One-time members Tony Fleming and Vanessa Winfield with our lost brother Frazier Smith.

Ariana, Connie, Russell, and Margaret at Golden Corral following the meeting.

Frazier and Joe and the rest of the DaVinci crew at Ryan’s.

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!
DaVinci Members Receive a Discount

Purchase $5.00 Worth of Food and Get a Free Drink!
Members Receive a 10-15% Discount!

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

