DaVinci Pilot
Newsletter of the USS DaVinci, NCC-74671, Columbus, GA
Volume 18 Number 10 June 2013

A Local Chapter of Starfleet, the
International Star Trek Fan Association

USS DAVINCI STAFF ROSTER
Commanding Officer

RADM Russell Ruhland

(334) 298-3998

Executive Officer

CMDR Jessie Sutton

(706) 442-0371

Operations Officer
Community Service Officer
Finance Officer
Publications Officer
Records Officer

RADM Joe Perry
CMDR Jessie Sutton
COMM Connie Heller
ADM Freddy Heller
ADM Freddy Heller

(706) 457-9725
(706) 442-0371
(706) 392-5100
(706) 325-TREK
(706) 325-TREK

Science Officer
Computer Science Officer
Counselor
Medical Officer
Morale Officer

ENS Lech Mazur
LTJG Leiko Koone
LT Diane Ruhland
COMM Jeff Kirkland
ENS Dutch Cummings

(706) 596-9542
(706) 663-2763
(334) 298-3998
(770) 253-6474
(706) 407-9945

Engineering Officer
Communications Officer
Quartermaster
Security Chief

VACANT
ENS Todd Kes
LT Randy Dunn
VACANT

(706) 593-3598
(334) 291-0150

Cadet Corps Commander

VACANT

Starfleet Marines Commander VACANT

UPCOMING EVENTS
**17 June, Night Out at Peluso’s on Milgen Road (next to Piggly Wiggly), 7:00 PM

IT’S THE CAPTAIN CALLING
Well, the month of May certainly turned out to be an exciting one for the USS DaVinci. We
got off to a roaring start with our membership drive table at the Coca Cola Space Science
Center on Saturday, 04 May for the Free Comic Book Day event. Joe and I manned the table
while Jessie provided security at the Comic Book room and Randy took care of feeding the
masses with a food vendor table on the patio. Several individuals stopped by and spoke with us
and some showed a slight interest; however, we were not able to acquire any new members to
the crew this time. A couple of folks had their picture taken with us and through his diligent
efforts even though it rained all day long, Randy was able to secure a donation of $50.00 to the
DaVinci from the food sales. The next event at the CCSSC will be held on Sunday, 04 August.
More on that event as the date comes closer.

Randy cooking up lunch for the attendees and Russell, Jessie, and Joe at the DaVinci table.
The night out at Olive Garden on Monday, 20 May brought 21 hungry crewmembers and one
guest along for the exquisite Italian cuisine provided by our hosts. I must give special thanks to
our serving staff as they did a wonderful job of taking care of our needs at this dinner. Oh, by
the way, this night out was a uniform event and the management staff at the Olive Garden was
extremely excited by our presence at their restaurant and came to our table to speak to us for a
short time to give her personal thanks for our dressing out for dinner. We ate bread sticks and
salad and bread sticks and salad and bread sticks and, oh yes, soup too for some of our folks.
We know it would take a bit of time before the main courses arrived so we had our free meal
drawing and to her surprise, Diane won the free meal for this night out. Next came the Captain's
perks and the winners were Cara who received a Nero glass and new member John Clark who
won a Star Trek Micro Machines Ship set. There were several patrons at the restaurant who

desired to get their picture taken with some of our uniformed crew. Our servers brought the
main meals shortly thereafter and everyone enjoyed their dinners to the fullest. I wish to truly
thank everyone who came to this uniformed event and helped to make it a great success. Freddy
also managed to take home with him a whole bunch of tabs as Jeff and I added to this year's
tally to the Ronald McDonald House. Sorry, can't tell you how many but I am sure we are
getting closer to the one million tab mark with every donation.

Gloria, Richard, Whitney, and Eloise and Hal, Martha, and Jeff all wait to order their meals.

Susanne and her sister Renate and Freddy and newest member John also wait to order.
NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

PELUSO’S (MILGEN ROAD)
ON MONDAY 17 JUNE AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

Meg and Chris and Cara and Joe pose for the camera.

Martha and Jeff watch Maria eat her soup while Susanne, Renate, Joe, Cara, Diane, and Russell eat

Freddy smooching on Connie and our wonderful servers Ashley, Jasmine, and Jordan!

Look what we won! Diane (free meal), Cara (Nero glass), and John (Micro Machine Set)
Three days later brought the annual ABCDE (Admiral’s Birthday Celebration Dinner
Extravaganza) get together at Red Robin. We cheerfully added Jeff Kirkland to make it an
Admiral's trio dinner event as his birthday also falls in the month of May and he too holds an
Admiral’s rank. I ordered my usual onion tower which Jeff and I made short work of
immediately after its arrival to our table. We had ten crew personnel participate in this annual
event and I am gladly thankful for their attendance. The meals were fantastic and of course
Freddy, Jeff, and I received our birthday burgers and an ice cream sundae for free. If any of you
see Freddy sometime shortly in the future, just remind him, “It's a glass, Freddy!” He can fill
you in on that little quip. [Editors note: Freddy has no idea as to what Russell is talking about so
please do not ask him and it has nothing what so ever to do with his age.]

Lech and Freddy the “Guinness Brothers” and Joe and John the “Fungus Brothers”

The crew enjoying their meals and the birthday trio: Russell (59), Freddy (64), and Jeff (60)
I'll close this month with congratulations to one of our own, Rebecca Dunn, who graduated
from Central High School in Phenix City, AL on the 24th of May. Check out the picture of the
happy grad with her Dad, Randy.

CONGRATULATIONS
REBECCA!!
CLASS OF 2013

We wish Rebecca all the best in her future endeavors as she pursues a career in the field of
nursing.
Frequencies closed and warp speed ahead in 2013.
RADM Russell Ruhland

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Greetings Officers and Crewmates!
Well, the only thing to report is our attempt to clean up our Adopt-A-Highway location. I say
attempt because we did not have enough folks join Freddy, Randy, and myself on a beautiful
Saturday morning. Heck, I even brought donuts for the participants.

Jessie thanks Randy for coming and Randy and Freddy with the goodies.
I was a bit disappointed especially after Freddy told me this happens way too often. Come on
folks, show a little more gung ho attitude and come out for the next scheduled clean up (TBD). I
might even have donuts again!
CMDR Jessie Sutton

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE LUNCHEON
On 04 May the Ronald McDonald House had their annual volunteer luncheon at the Double
Tree Hotel. Freddy and Connie represented the DaVinci at this fun-filled event. It all began
upon check-in when you were given a slip of paper with a word on it. Your task was to find the
person in the room with a matching word and then find out something about that person. For
instance, Connie had “Astaire” so naturally she was searching for the person who had “Rogers.”
One person actually had “Kirk” and was looking for “Spock.” Each attendee was also given an
envelope containing a few thank-you gifts (free fruit smoothie at McDonald’s and a $10 gift
card to Texas Roadhouse). Also on the table were packets of make-your-own Smoores. Jack
Pezold, owner of 22 McDonald’s in Columbus and surrounding communities, was at the
luncheon and when he had discovered that the person who gave out the free smoothie coupons
was a bit “stingy” also gave everyone a coupon good for a free Extra Value meal! The lunch
consisted of a tuna salad sandwich on a Kaiser roll, macaroni salad, and some mixed fruit plus
tea or coffee. Following lunch there was a guest speaker, Rubye Stafford who had us break into
groups. The purpose of the groups was to dress in some provided props and attempt to get one
of the group members to laugh. Connie got hers to laugh when she started to do the Mexican hat

dance around a sombrero and Freddy, well you know Freddy, he got his to nearly die from
laughter when he began stripping in front of him! Enjoy some of the photos from the luncheon!

Connie and some of the attendees and Susan Yaksh (L) and Beth Mancini (R) from the RMH

Freddy and Connie at their table along with Jack Pezold (C) and Beth Mancini (R)

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
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ON MONDAY 17 JUNE AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

The guest speaker, Rubye Stafford, Connie with her group, and Freddy the stripping fool

STAR TREK INTO DARKNESS PREMIER
Navigator, set course for the year 2013; mark 05.17; destination: Carmike 15, Columbus,
Georgia. Pilot, detach all moorings; speed Warp 10. Don't forget to take off the parking brake
this time, pilot.
The USS DaVinci boldly journeyed to the local theater and set up a 3-table membership drive
and display for the premiere weekend of Star Trek: Into Darkness. There were brochures,
bookmarks, standard and magnetic business cards, posters, calendars, and fliers for the Coca
Cola Space Science Center. We displayed Phasers, Tricorders, stamps, tabs, copies of the
Communiqué', and the DaVinci Pilot. There were action figures of the movie characters,
DaVinci mugs, t-shirts, a static picture display, and promotional ink pens available for all the
patrons of the theater to look at and take home. All in all, the largest display and membership
drive effort we have undertaken in my entire time as a member of this fine crew.

Our three-table membership drive set up at the Carmike 15 theater complex!

Ben Wright, the theater manager created his own cardboard Into Darkness displays consisting
of the Enterprise and a bridge scene complete with Captain’s chair set up for viewing and
photographs which I naturally took full advantage of! Connie attended the event on Friday
dressed in her Klingon finest and was indeed the hit of the photograph sessions, especially with
the military personnel who came to see the movie.
Altogether, a total of 10 crewmembers came to assist on either Friday evening or Saturday or
both. Our gracious host and theater manager, Ben, assigned Daniel, one of his employees, to be
a liaison between us and the theater and Daniel chose to wear a captain's tunic from the movie,
which certainly added to the drama of the event.

Touching up Ben’s Enterprise standee and K’onnie the Klingon on the bridge

Freddy convinces Kenny Gray and his family to join the DaVinci and Carmike employee
Daniel and Russell in their movie uniforms

Dutch chats with theater manager Ben Wright and the crew on Friday (is that Boba Fett?)
The Columbus Ledger-Enquirer placed a byline in the local newspaper for us and one
individual came by to join the DaVinci just from seeing the article in the paper. My thanks to
Sandra Okamoto for her assistance in getting us some press time before the event.
Friday evening went well and we stayed until after the 7:45PM 3D movie let out and WHAM,
a barrage of folks getting out from both the 2D and 3D showings bombarded us. For the next 30
minutes everyone worked steadily on giving out information about out chapter and Starfleet and
there were some folks, including one family of seven that just could not wait to join up with our
gallant crew. If memory serves me correctly, the USS DaVinci signed on a total of 15 new
members on Friday evening.

“Movie? What Movie? I just came to join the DaVinci” and Klingon revenge!

A few of us returned to the theater on Saturday morning to set up for the afternoon. While I
spoke with folks, Randy was busily handing out freebies to everyone and Maria did quite well
on selling a few t-shirts for us. This day went rather casually for us and we signed about five or
six more new members to the crew. Maria, Randy and I stayed until the 2D & 3D movies let out
around 7:15 PM and we finally packed up and departed for the closing of the event. Overall, 22
new members were added to our roster; the largest ever at any one membership drive event.

The crew waiting to see the 3-D version and Randy chatting with a potential new member

Randy at it again and Russell chats with theater manager Ben Wright
A very special thanks goes out to all of our members that came to help us and especially to
our host, Ben Wright, during this fun-filled weekend activity. After 8 to 10 hours of work on
each of the two days, I know I was one tired ship's Captain and slept extremely well on
Saturday night.
RADM Russell Ruhland

STARFLEET 2013 IC

The 2013 International Conference (IC) will be in Dallas, TX and is getting closer by the
minute. You still have plenty of time to register if you plan on attending. We found out last
month that the IC staff has received word that Vaughn Armstrong who played Admiral
Maxwell Forrest on Enterprise will be the special guest! The dates are August 01-04 so plan
your attendance now. Go to ic2013.com for all the information you need.

TABULATIONS
Okay, seeing that I am a nice guy I will give you a little help! I have revealed the number of
tabs in the starting balance column. There are a few major changes from last month. With two
huge donations at the Oliver Garden Night Out from Jeff (who else) and Russell, the standings
have changed a bit. Jeff has taken over first place and Russell with his donation has moved into
fourth place. Also, Hal has moved ahead of Randy, Maria has moved ahead of Dutch and
Randy, and new tabbers Calvin and Cara have tossed their hats into the ring. Again, the totals
have been masked because the amount is to remain a mystery, as the first person to donate the
one-millionth tab will win a super prize package from my collection of goodies. Also, we need
to reach at least 55,000 tabs to hit the one million tab donated! We are still a long way from
55,000 and even more from our goal of 100,000 tabs, so keep saving those tabs and you could
be the big winner! Current list follows:
Starting Balance

1947

Jeff Kirkland
Connie Heller
Freddy Heller
Jessie Sutton
Russell Ruhland
Tony Fleming
Richard Howe

*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****

Lech Mazur
Calvin Graley
Hal Stewart
Maria Morgan
Dutch Cummings
Randy Dunn
Cara Singleton

*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****

Total

*****

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The restaurants for the 2013 Night Out locations were selected at our Post Thanksgiving
dinner get together at the Golden Corral. What a great list indeed! We made sure that restaurants
we seem to hit every year were not chosen. The selected sites contain 7 restaurants we have
never been to and 4 we have been to only once. Then there is the annual Captain’s Choice
pilgrimage to the Olive Garden in May! Check out the list below:
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Hibachi Buffet
Jason’s Deli
Subway
Thibodeaux’s Low Country [Cajun]
Olive Garden
Peluso’s (Milgen Road)
Stevi B’s
Café Le Rue
Cannon Brew Pub
Lucky Dragon
Moe’s
PhillyOsophy [Cheesesteaks]

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Many happy returns to the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and events that
are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in June:

Star Trek III Premiers (1984)
CRMN Rosalie Grant-Nolt
Rene Auberjonois (Odo on DS9)
Zachary Quinto (Spock in Star Trek)
Anthony Montgomery (ENS Travis Mayweather on ENT)
Sally Kellerman (Dr. Elizabeth Dehner on TOS)
Surveyor I Lands on the Moon (1966)
Suzie Plakson (K’Ehleyr on TNG)
First American to Walk in Space (Ed White 1965)
CRMN Kenny Gray
First Hot-Air Balloon Flight (Montgolfier Brothers 1783)
Star Trek II Premiers (1982)
Deep Space Nine Ends (1999)
Karl Urban (Dr. Leonard McCoy in Star Trek)
CRMN Cydonna Gray
James Darren (Vic Fontaine on DS9)
Star Trek V Premiers (1989)
DeForest Kelley (Dr McCoy) Dies (1999)
Malcolm McDowell (Dr. Soran from Generations)
Probe Pioneer 10 Leaves the Solar System (1983)
Deke Slayton (Mercury 7 Astronaut) Dies (1993)
Mariner 5 Launched to Venus (1967)
Robin Curtis (Savik from Search for Spock)
John Cho (Sulu in Star Trek)
First Woman in Space (Valentina Tereshkova 1963)
First US Woman in Space (Sally Ride 1983)
First Woman to Fly Across Atlantic (Amelia Erhart 1928)
Zoe Saldana (Uhura in Star Trek)
Mariette Hartley (Zarabeth from TOS)
First Privately Funded Space Flight (SpaceShipOne 2004)
Tim Russ (LT Tuvok from VOY)
ENS Dutch Cummings
ENS Margaret McGillicuddy
Alice Krige (Borg Queen from First Contact)
Jeri Taylor (Executive Producer)
Three Soyuz Eleven Cosmonauts Die Upon Reentry (1971)

1st
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
4th
4th
4th
6th
7th
8th
8th
9th
11th
13th
13th
13th
14th
15th
16th
16th
18th
18th
19th
21st
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
28th
30th
30th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column this will be your last newsletter.
If in BLUE you membership is expired or nearing it expiration so please renew as soon as
possible. Thanks!
Name
David Belk
Gage Brazie
Steve Brown
Mandel Cabrera
James Carey
Brad Carrne
Mackey Carter
M. John Clark
Dutch Cummings
Meg Dalafave
Randy Dunn
Tony Fleming
Lisa Frander
Jeremie Fritzgerald
Karoline Garcia
Bart Glabman
Calvin Graley
Rosalie Grant-Nolt
Kenny Gray
Freddy Heller
John Hood
Cleveland Hooper
Richard Howe
Benlee Huguley
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland

DaVinci
Jul 14
Jul 13
Dec 13
Jul 13
Jul 13
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 13
Apr 14
Jul 14
Jul 13
Apr 14
Jul 14
Jul 14
Jul 13
Mar 14
Jul 14
Jul 15
Jul 13
Mar 14
Aug 13
Jun 13
Feb 13
Oct 13
Oct 13

Starfleet

Sep 13
Jun 13
May 14
Aug 13
Jun 13
Aug 13

Jul 14
Sep 13
Expired

Oct 13
Aug 13

Name
Leiko Koone
Lech Mazur
Margaret McGillicuddy
Jonathan Morgan
Maria Morgan
Cameron Mull
Lisa Neal
Kay Nepote
Andrea O'Connor
Sandra Okamoto
Joe Perry
Karen Pynenburg
Kris Reeves
Kris Rudder
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Susanne Soto
Gisela Stephens
Harold Stewart
Jessie Sutton
Darel Troby
Cory Webb
David West
Justin Whitaker
Janet Winkles

DaVinci
Nov 13
Jul 13
Jul 13
Sep 13
May 14
Mar 14
Jul 13
Jul 13
Jul 14
LTM
Jul 13
Jul 13
Jul 14
Jul 14
Aug 13
Jul 14
Jul 14
LTM
Feb 14
Oct 14
Jul 13
May 13
Jul 14
Apr 14
Jul 13

Starfleet
Nov 13
Nov 13
Nov 13
Sep 13
May 14
Mar 14
Jul 13
Expired
Nov 13
Jun 13

Aug 13
Jul 14
Nov 13
Apr 14
Oct 13

Expired
Jul 13

WELCOME ABOARD!

Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed
their membership in the DaVinci (D) or Starfleet (S).
Chris Reeves (D)
Randy Dunn (D)
Mathew Dunn (D)
Rebecca Dunn (D)
Christopher Dunn (D)
Sandye Holt (D)
Maria Morgan (D)
Dennis Shaw (D) (S)
David Belk (D*)
Brad Carrne (D*)
Jeremie Fritzgerald (D*) Kim Fritzgerald (D*)
Karoline Garcia (D*)
Colton Cross (D*)
Rosalie Grant-Nolt (D*) John Grant (D*)
Kenny Gray (D*) (S*)
Cydonna Gray (D*) (S*) Kayce Anthony (D*) (S*) Carmen Gray (D*) (S*)
Christopher Gray (D*) (S*) Justin Anthony (D*) (S*) Susanne Soto (D*)
Chris Rudder (D*)
David West (D*)
Janet Raneses (D*)

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
There are plenty in stock in varied sizes and are available for immediate sale. Prices are very
reasonable (S-XL - $10.00; 2X - $12.00; 3X - $14.00; 4X - $15.00) and the shirts are now in
color according to Star Trek departments, those of course being red for Operations, yellow for
Engineering, and blue for Science. We do also have some shirts in the non-traditional ash gray
if you desire. Please contact Freddy for size availability. Take advantage of this unique offer
now if possible as the cost of the shirts may be going up by $2 or $3 due to economy changes.
Check out the photos BELOW:

Operations

Science

Engineering

Generic Gray

FINANCIALLY SPEAKING
Opening Balance
Postage/Supplies
Night Out
Sales/Cans
Membership

$203.71
$36.70
$14.00
$174.00
$160.50

Closing Balance

$487.51

COMM Connie Heller

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some scheduled DVD releases for June that may interest you:
“Falling Skies, Season 2” (4th)
“Burn Notice, Season 6” (11th)
“Body of Proof, Season 3” (18th)
“Stephen King’s The Langoliers (mini-series)” (18th)
“Stephen King’s The Stand (mini series)” (18th)

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal for his weekly donation of cans and stamps;
Jessie for her donation of cans;
Randy for his donation of stamps;
Maria for her donation of cans, coupons, stamps, and Box Tops for Education;
And heartiest congratulations to Leiko for winning a World of Warcraft contest! Blizzard
sponsors a World of Warcraft comic contest each month with the winner receiving a special
prize. Well, the May winner is our very on Computer Science Officer, Leiko Koone! She
received a hardcover copy of the World of Warcraft: Pearl of Pandaria comic for her wonderful
entry. Check it out below!

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series
of photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time.
Many of you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they
made the USS DaVinci what it is today. Enjoy! Reminisce. If you have any photographs that
you would like to see published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief
explanation as to who is in the photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong,
please let me know! Here are some photos from our February 2006 Night Out at Steak and
Shake.

James checking out some information while Russell and Randy wait to place their order.
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Connie and Joe wait for their order and Ariana and Freddy pose for a picture.

Margaret poses for a picture and our server asks, “May I take your order?”

LINKS
Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Starfleet Home Page:
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
USS DaVinci Home Page
Craig’s List:

www.sfi.org
www.region2.org
www.ussdavinci.org
http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!
DaVinci Members Receive a Discount

Purchase $5.00 Worth of Food and Get a Free Drink!
Members Receive a 10-15% Discount!

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

