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UPCOMING EVENTS
**04 May, Free Comic Book Day, Space Science Center, 10:00 AM –5:00 PM
**11 May, 8:00 AM, Adopt-A-Highway Clean-Up, Blackmon Road and East
Entrance to 80/22 (J.R. Allen North By-Pass)
**17-18 May, Membership Drive for Star Trek: Into Darkness, Carmike 15
**20 May, Night Out at the Olive Garden, 7:00 PM
**24 May, ABCDE, Red Robin, 7:00 PM

PASSAGES
Peter Duryea, the son of veteran leading man and character actor Dan Duryea, has died. He
was 74. Despite being born into the entertainment industry, the younger Duryea only worked in
a handful of feature films and appeared in fewer than two-dozen network series. With his allAmerican good looks, Peter Duryea was a natural at playing wide-eyed innocents, but he also
had considerable acting ability to go with the pretty-boy appearance -- the result was his ability
at portraying evil of the most visceral and calculating sort.

Gene Roddenberry chose him to play Jose Tyler, the junior bridge officer on the starship
Enterprise, in "The Cage," the 1964 pilot for Star Trek, a role that wasn't picked up until the
subsequent series went into production 2 years later. Jack Webb got even more impressive
results, however, by casting Duryea in villainous roles in a string of Dragnet episodes, most
notably a show entitled "The Fielder Militia," in which Duryea portrayed an eager-beaver
member of an armed and dangerous right-wing paramilitary group. During this same period, he
was portraying far more benign older teenage and college student roles on series such as Family
Affair. In feature films, Duryea's work was limited to large roles in low-budget movies such as
Catalina Caper, and small roles in major films such as The Carpetbaggers. In contrast to his
father's decades of work in film and television, the younger Duryea ceased working onscreen in
the early '70s. His appearance in the Star Trek pilot (which was later re-cut into a two-part
episode of the actual series) ensures that he is represented on home video and DVD in the 21st
century.

James "Jim" Mees a set decorator who worked on Star Trek: The Next Generation beginning
with its second season, Star Trek: Voyager, and Star Trek: Enterprise has died. He was 57.
Mees’ work on Star Trek earned him the Emmy Award and nominations for Outstanding
Individual Achievement in Art Direction for a Series: In the sixth season of TNG, a running gag
behind the scenes began: the Mees panel. Similar to the Jefferies tube of the The Original
Series, the Mees panel referred to the oft-used circuitry panels aboard the USS Enterprise-D,
painstakingly (and expensively) designed and constructed by Mees and his team. Other inuniverse terms named after Mees include Theta Mees, J. Mees and Captain James Mees.

Before working on Star Trek, he worked on numerous rock shows as an Assistant Art
Director for bands including Earth, Wind and Fire and The Beach Boys. In the late 1970s, he
began working for The Lawrence Welk Show before moving onto The Jeffersons, and
eventually Star Trek. Other credits as set decorator include the television series Gloria (1982),
One Day at a Time (1982-1984), It's Your Move (1984), The Jeffersons (1984), Who's the
Boss? (1984-1985), Valerie (1986-1987), Perfect Strangers (1986-1987), the television drama
Second Serve (1986, with Louise Fletcher, Kerrie Keane, and Alice Krige), and the
documentary Warner Bros. Celebration of Tradition (1990).
In 1995 Mees relocated to Nashville, Tennessee where he was hired to work on projects such
as commercials, furniture, theme parks, private homes, office buildings, and even a fashion
runway extravaganza for Giorgio Armani. Following his time out he moved back to California
in 1997 and started to work on the fourth season of Star Trek: Voyager.
Further work includes the television series Threshold (2005), E-Ring (2006), Vanished
(2006), Gilmore Girls (2007), Cold Case (2008), Women's Murder Club (2007-2008, starring
Linda Park), 90210 (2008-2009), Lie to Me (2009), Private Practice (2009-2010), and Bones
(2011).

IT’S THE CAPTAIN CALLING
Our April night out at Thibodeaux's Low Country restaurant was attended by about 16 of the
gallant DaVinci crew. I was really surprised of how delicious the food was and many great
compliments came from other members of the crew as well. We were honored by the present of
the Gaines' family, as this was their first official event for them since joining the DaVinci and
Starfleet. Two other members of their family came along for dinner and lo and behold, Freddy
took the reins once again and we now have two more new members of the DaVinci. We send a
wholehearted welcome to Lisa Frander and her mother, Eloise Gaines. I am in great hopes that
hey will also join Starfleet as well. There were a few folks that were still waiting for their orders
to arrive so I took advantage of the time and we drew for the free meal, which was won by none
other than the same Lisa, who was one of the Gaines' family guests that evening! She
immediately used the money from the free meal check, with a bit of enthusiasm from Freddy, to
join the DaVinci. The Captain's perks for April went to Randy who won a DaVinci mug, and to
Margaret, who won a 25th anniversary TNG Pez set. We decided to call it a night around 8:15
PM or so and headed back for home.

Richard, Whitney, Lisa, and Eloise at their table and Russell showing Margaret and Lech his
new magnetic DaVinci cards!
NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

OLIVE GARDEN
ON MONDAY 20 MAY AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

Joe finally gets his RADM promotion certificate and the crew at Thibodeaux’s Low Country!

Look what we won! Lisa(free meal), Randy (DaVinci cup), and Margaret (TNG Pez set)
OK now, on to other items of interest. The Free Comic Book Day event is being held at the
Coca Cola Space Science Center in Columbus, GA on Saturday, 4 May 2013 from 10:00 AM –
5:00 PM. The DaVinci will have their membership drive table set up and available to the
attendees. Admission to this event is FREE to everyone so please make it a point to come on
over and stop by for a few minutes along with checking out all the other great things planned
for this event which is being sponsored by the Columbus Book Exchange.
I should also note that we have the great and wonderful ABCDE scheduled for Friday, 24
May 2013, 7:00 PM at the Red Robin in Columbus, GA. What's the ABCDE you wonder? I'm
glad you asked that question. Since Freddy and I both have birthdays in May one day right after
the other (26th and 25th, respectively), we got together and started using our annual free Red
Robin burger for an Admiral's dinner. What happened from there is we have added another
letter to the alphabetic title every year for the last 5 years. So, ABCDE stands for: Admiral's
Birthday Celebration Dinner Extravaganza! Who knows what the other letters of the alphabet
may bring? Come and attend this glorious occasion for some fun and fellowship. HINT:
Nobody will frown if a birthday present or two shows up! Just kidding! Do whatever you want

or not; it's not an order, just a recommended option (LOL). We're both considered seniors,
although I'm only turning a bright ol' 59 and Freddy is well, just a bit older than I (64), so use
your imagination. There is a special birthday on the 15th when Jeff turns the BIG 60 years
young! We will try to have him come down for the ABCDE since he is an Admiral!
Do not forget that we will be at the premiere of Star Trek: Into Darkness on both Friday and
Saturday, 17 and 18 May, at the Carmike 15 complex in Columbus Park Crossing. The theater
manager would like to have as many folks as possible to be in uniform. So, if you are planning
on helping out and have a uniform please wear it. If you do not have a uniform wear your
DaVinci t-shirt. We will be helping out the theater collect donations for the Children’s Miracle
Network. The times currently in place are: Friday, 17 May 2013, 5:30 PM - 9:30 PM and
Saturday, 18 May 2013, 11:30 AM - 3PM (but most likely much later). I have 2 or 3 extra
uniform tops (2X) that I am willing to let you wear. They will probably fit comfortably if you
wear an XL as well. This will be a prime event for us; probably the largest membership drive
opportunity for the entire year. If you are interested let either Todd or myself know. Our
numbers are on page two above.
Frequencies closed and warp speed ahead in 2013.
RADM Russell Ruhland

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Greetings Officers and Crewmates!
I hope all are well. We have some things up and coming Free Comic Book Day is May 4th
from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Also the Ronald McDonald House volunteer luncheon is on the
same day and our crew will be well represented by Ms Connie and Mr. Freddy. Also the movie
premiere of Star Trek: Into Darkness is coming up and we need to be in uniform so we can look
like we popped out of the movie! We will be working alongside the folks at Carmike 15 for a
good cause as well.
All right, now on to planning our roadside clean up. Can we all aim for May 11th at 8:00
AM? I'll provide the water while we clean up and then after that maybe we can figure out where
to have lunch.
Pop quiz time. Are you still saving the pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald house? If ya haven't
started yet, please do. Who knows you may be the top tab collector and get an awesome prize
from Freddy or even get to pie yours truly. Any canceled stamps around the house? Please bring
'em. I am sure there are stamp collectors out there that would like to have them. All right, if you
don't want your manufacturers’ coupons please don't throw them out. Clip 'em and bring them
to us. We can send these overseas for the military families to use and I know from first hand
experience they are grateful for them. One last thing how are the Change jars coming along?
Right before Christmas, we will collect them and nominate some one to receive the jars to help
out with their Christmas. All right, that is all from the community service officer.
Take care and I will see you soon.
CMDR Jessie Sutton

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM
All appropriate necessities chosen, packed and loaded, the Admiral's shuttle departed for
Atlanta, Georgia around 12:15 PM on Friday, 19 April 2013 and docked at Starbase Holiday
Inn for a weekend at the 3rd annual Trek Trax Convention, sponsored by Eric Watts with
assistance from the crew of the USS Republic. Check-in went smoothly except that somehow it
didn't get noted about my beautiful wife's medical situation and they tried to put us on the 5th
floor but I quickly had that error corrected. You know, it's amazing how much luggage one can
manage to fit onto a $20.00 Walmart fold-up wire carrier. We got settled into the room (on the
1st floor) and I got the laptop set up so I could get started on this article. I volunteered to help
out on staff this year and will be working at the registration table for a few hours on Saturday
morning. Later on Friday evening we wanted to have supper with the Gaines, who are
representing the USS DaVinci as well this weekend, but they had already eaten so we went to
Gillie's for a meal. Entree meals at a Sports Bar can be either exceptionally tasty or
exceptionally bad. There's really no in between. Needless to say, unfortunately, our meals were
the latter. Well, maybe not that bad; the french fries tasted pretty good and so also the salad but
my spaghetti and Diane's catfish were something to be desired. The cost wasn't too bad though
and we paid and went back to the hotel to call it a night.

Russell working at registration, the DaVinci crew at dinner, and the Miss Klingon pageant!

Saturday morning came with breakfast at Burger King and then I began my duties on staff
working at the on-site registration table. Hey, not bad, I sold four t-shirts in the first few
minutes. Nothing else since then.Oh well. Diane got a bit tired so she headed to the room for a
nap and I stayed for extra time registration. Wahoo! Sold 3 more t-shirts! Oh, sorry, didn't mean
to get so excited. I listened intensely to the panel by Voyager actor Manu Intiraymi (Icheb the
Borg) that was held in the open atrium area. As one of the younger actors in the Trek series,
Manu was very open in his conversation with the audience and I really found that to be
admirable on his part. He showed several movie trailers that he was involved with either as an
actor or directing and kept everyone laughing at his responses to their questions.
Around 5:30 PM we walked over to the dining room and had a nice evening meal with the
Gaines'. Gloria ordered a Hummus appetizer and I tried a sample for the first time. I must admit
it is a bit of an acquired taste but the black olives that came with it were great. Diane ordered a
pizza that was as big as a starship saucer section and the chef did a superb job. Of course I
helped with a few slices and the rest made a definite midnight snack. Things slowed down a bit
and we sat around awaiting the Miss Klingon Empire Pageant to start at 8:30 PM.
Five contestants made their way to the stage one by one with only the pride that a true
Klingon warrior could show. They marched, they fought, they cooked deep fried Tribbles, they
even boasted in their songs of victory and each seemed to be evenly matched in their talent but
of course only one could win the precious crown as there are no runner's up in the Klingon
world. Finally it was announced and contestant number five was declared the winner. She
gloriously wore her crown and held her trophy, as the hundreds of photos flashed liked an
explosion from a disrupter blast. Afterward we slowly rolled back to the room for some welldeserved rest to end the night's activities.
Last day. We had breakfast and a short devotional prayer meeting prior to Sunday morning's
panels. I decided to participate in a panel on Klingon religion while Diane entertained another
attendee's child with iPad games. The panel was most informative and gave me some great
insight on Klingon religious culture, considering the fact that the Klingons don't really talk
about such a thing. Well, it didn't look like there was too much more to get involved with so
after a short time of babysitting the convention game room for Mike Henigan we decided to
board the Admiral's shuttle and make the journey home. Hmmm....sounds like that might make
a good movie title: "The Journey Home." Wait a minute! I forgot! It already is! At the last
moment someone was asking for volunteers to play Klingon Family Feud to which I jumped to
the challenge but I'm sorry to say that the Federation side lost miserably.
We said our goodbyes and headed back to Phenix City, docking in at home around 4:00 PM.
We both had a wonderful time at the convention and I was quite pleased that the Gaines family
was also in attendance at this event.
Another upcoming weekend convention in the Atlanta area is Timegate, a Doctor
Who/Stargate convention scheduled for the Holiday Inn Perimeter during the weekend of 24 26 May 2013. They have a lot of confirmed guests for this event and you can find more
information by going to their website at timegatecon.org.

RENAISSANCE FAIR AWAY-MISSION
The turnout for the annual trip to the Georgia Renaissance Fair was smaller than in past years.
Six personnel attended this year’s opening Saturday and one went on Sunday. We left
Columbus around 7:00 AM and stopped for breakfast at the huge Golden Corral in Newnan
where we stuffed ourselves with the massive offering of breakfast and lunch goodies. Following
the opening of the Festival the group pretty much split up with Freddy and Joe in one group,
Connie and Ariana (in cosplay attire) in another, Meg and her friend Jeddie in a third, and Jeff,
getting separated from the group, met a friend of his and spent the day with him for a fourth
group Todd and his friends went on Sunday. Joe and I hit the usual shows (Ded Bob, Mud
Show, Turban Tales, and, of course, the Jousting) and a show new to this year’s festival, the
American Rouges, a musical act. Later in the afternoon we met up with Connie and Ariana and
went to see Larksalot the Bald, a wonderful juggling show and a Conversation with DaVinci.
We left the festival around 4:00 PM tired but having had a fun time. Check out some of the
pictures from the fun and a BIG Bajorn thanks to all who attended!

Connie and Ariana (dressed as Roxy) and Freddy and Joe at the Golden Corral

Freddy, Connie, Ariana, Joe, and Jeff and Jeddie and Meg wait for the Fair to open

Connie and Ariana test out the hanging chairs and the actors at Turban Tales

The “bad” Knight during the Queen’s Joust and the notorious Ded Bob Show

The American Rouges jamming on stage and the always “dirty” Mud Show

DaVinci demonstrates his Universal Man principle and the DaVinci crew with DaVinci!

Count ‘em – 5 juggling pins at once and balancing and juggling all at once.
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TABULATIONS
Well, the tabs are slowly coming in! The only change in the list is that Jessie has moved into
third place with a hefty donation. Again, the totals have been masked because the amount is to
remain a mystery, as the first person to donate the one-millionth tab will win a super prize
package from my collection of goodies. Also, we need to reach at least 55,000 tabs to hit the
one million tab donated! We are still a long way from 55,000 and even more from our goal of
100,000 tabs, so keep saving those tabs and you could be the big winner! Current list follows:
Starting Balance

*****

Connie Heller
Freddy Heller
Jessie Sutton
Tony Fleming
Richard Howe
Lech Mazur
Russell Ruhland
Dutch Cummings
Randy Dunn
Hal Stewart
Maria Morgan

*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****
*****

Total

*****

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The restaurants for the 2013 Night Out locations were selected at our Post Thanksgiving
dinner get together at the Golden Corral. What a great list indeed! We made sure that restaurants
we seem to hit every year were not chosen. The selected sites contain 7 restaurants we have
never been to and 4 we have been to only once. Then there is the annual Captain’s Choice
pilgrimage to the Olive Garden in May! Note that the location for June has changed as Parnello’s
has closed. The new June location is Peluso’s (Milgen Road location). Check out the list below:

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Hibachi Buffet
Jason’s Deli
Subway
Thibodeaux’s Low Country [Cajun]
Olive Garden
Peluso’s (Milgen Road)
Stevi B’s
Café Le Rue
Cannon Brew Pub
Lucky Dragon
Moe’s
PhillyOsophy [Cheesesteaks]

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Many happy returns to the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and events that
are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in May:
Leonardo DaVinci Dies (1519)
Astronaut Scott Carpenter
Marc Alaimo (Dukat on DS9)
First American in Space (Alan B. Shepard, Jr. 1961)
CRMN Corey Webb
ENS Matthew Dunn
Telstar Two Communications Satellite Launched (1963)
ENS Dennis Shaw
CPO Lisa Neal
CADET Anthony Evans
Wally Schirra (Mercury 7 Astronaut) Dies (2007)
Skylab is Launched (1973)
Last Mercury Flight (Gordon L. Cooper 1963)
LT Gisela Stephens
COMM Jeff Kirkland
CRMN Vincenzo Fleming
First Woman to Break Sound Barrier (Jacqueline Cochran 1953)
Apollo 10 Lifts off (Cernan, Stafford, Young 1969)
John Billingsly (Dr. Phlox on ENT)
First Solo Flight Across the Atlantic Ocean (Charles Lindbergh 1927)
First Woman to Fly Solo Across the Atlantic Ocean (Amelia Earhart 1932)

2nd
2nd
5th
5th
5th
6th
7th
11th
12th
12th
13th
14th
15th
15th
15th
16th
18th
18th
20th
21st
21st

Apollo 10 Flies within 9 Miles of Moon’s Surface (1969)
CRMN Harry Turner
Joan Collins (Edith Keeler on TOS)
Second American in Space (Scott Carpenter 1962)
RADM Russell Ruhland
ADM Freddy Heller
Harlan Ellison (Scrip Writer)
Lee Meriwether (Lorisa on TOS)
Army Launched Two Monkeys (Able & Baker) in Suborbital Flight (1959)
Mariner Nine Blasts Off to Mars (1971)
Discovery Docks at the International Space Station (1999)
Michael J. Pollard (Jahn on TOS)
Colm Meaney (Chief Miles O’Brien on DS9)
Michael Piller (Executive Producer)

22nd
23rd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
28th
30th
29th
30th
30th
30th

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED in the DaVinci column this will be your last newsletter.
If in BLUE you membership is expired or nearing it expiration so please renew as soon as
possible. Thanks!
DaVinci
Starfleet
Gage Brazie
Jul 13
Steve Brown
Dec 13
Mandel Cabrera
Jul 13
James Carey
Ju1 13
Sep 13
Mackey Carter
Jul 14
Jun 13
Dutch Cummings
Jul 13
Meg Dalafave
Apr 14
Randy Dunn
May 13
Jun 13
Tony Fleming
Jul 13
Aug 13
Lisa Frander
Apr 14
Bart Glabman
Jul 13
Freddy Heller
Jul 13
Sep 13
John Hood
Mar 14
May 13
Cleveland Hooper
Aug 13
Cami Houser
Jan 13
Feb 14
Richard Howe
Jun 13
Benlee Huguley
Feb 13
Todd Kes
Oct 13
Oct 13
Jeff Kirkland
Oct 13
Aug 13
Leiko Koone
Nov 13
Nov 13

J. Chris Lewis
Lech Mazur
Margaret McGillicuddy
Jonathan Morgan
Maria Morgan
Cameron Mull
Lisa Neal
Kay Nepote
Andrea O’Connor
Joe Perry
Karen Pynenburg
Russell Ruhland
Dennis Shaw
Gisela Stephens
Harold Stewart
Jessie Sutton
Darel Troby
Corey Webb
Justin Whitaker
Janet Winkles

Mar 14
Jul 13
Jul 13
Sep 13
May 14
Mar 14
Jul 13
Jul 13
Jul 14
Jul 13
Jul 13
Aug 13
Jul 13
LTM
Feb 14
Oct 14
Jul 13
May 13
Apr 14
Jul 13

Nov 13
Nov 13
Sep 13
May 13
Mar 14
Jul 13
EXPIRED
Nov 13
Jun 13
Aug 13
Jul 13
Nov 13
Apr 14
Oct 13

EXPIRED
Jul 13

WELCOME ABOARD!

Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed
their membership in the DaVinci (D) or Starfleet (S).
Meg Dalafave (D*) Benlee Huguley (D) Lisa Frander (D*) Eloise Gaines (D*)

DAVINCI T-SHIRTS
There are plenty in stock in varied sizes and are available for immediate sale. Prices are very
reasonable (S-XL - $10.00; 2X - $12.00; 3X - $14.00; 4X - $15.00) and the shirts are now in
color according to Star Trek departments, those of course being red for Operations, yellow for
Engineering, and blue for Science. We do also have some shirts in the non-traditional ash gray
if you desire. Please contact Freddy for size availability. Take advantage of this unique offer
now if possible as the cost of the shirts may be going up by $2 or $3 due to economy changes.
Check out the photos BELOW:

Operations

Engineering

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal for his weekly donation of cans and stamps;
Jessie for her donation of cans;
Randy for his donation of stamps

Science

Generic Gray

FINANCIALLY SPEAKING
Opening Balance
Night Out
Membership

$203.71
$10.00
$10.00

Closing Balance

$203.71

COMM Connie Heller

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some scheduled DVD releases for May that may interest you:
“Fringe, Season 5” (7th)
“Space 1999, Season 1 and 2” (7th)
“Tin Man (Mini-Series)” (14th)
“Teen Wolf, Season 2” (21st)
“True Blood, Season 5” (21st)
“Doctor Who, Season 7.2” (28th)

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series
of photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time.
Many of you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they
made the USS DaVinci what it is today. Enjoy! Reminisce. If you have any photographs that
you would like to see published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief
explanation as to who is in the photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong,
please let me know! Here are a couple photos from our February 2006 membership meeting and
some from the February 2006 Great Dalmuti Tournament hosted by the USS New Hope!

Connie shows her DaVinci video to Margaret, Russell, Lech, and Joe at the Ronald McDonald House

The DaVinci takes part in the USS New Hope’s Great
Dalmuti tournament. Lech thinking hard on his critical
next move.

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND MEMBERSHIP
MEETING WILL BE AT

OLIVE GARDEN
ON MONDAY 20 MAY AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

The crew of the New Hope and DaVinci

Freddy with his winning hand and the Great Dalmuti and Greater Peon pose for a parting shot

LINKS
Here are a few important web sites relevant to the DaVinci:
Starfleet Home Page:
Starfleet Region 2 Home Page:
USS DaVinci Home Page
Craig’s List:

www.sfi.org
www.region2.org
www.ussdavinci.org
http://columbusga.craigslist.org/grp

CARGO BAY

Receive $25 off Tax Preparation Fee!

Receive Free Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!
DaVinci Members Receive a Discount

Purchase $5.00 Worth of Food and Get a Free Drink!
Members Receive a 10-15% Discount!

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

I thought you would like another Wil Wheaton cutout! Hey, I did not get any complaints on the
last one! Enjoy!!
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