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UPCOMING EVENTS
**Free Comic Book Day at the Space Science Center, 05 May, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
**Night Out at the Olive Garden, 21 May, 7:00 PM
**Admirals Birthday Celebration Dinner Extravaganza, 24 May, Red Robin, 7:00 PM

IT’S THE CAPTAIN CALLING
Eight DaVinci crew personnel met at Carrabba’s Restaurant on 2 April for a unique birthday
celebration. Two of our members had significant but monumental changes in their age. Lech
had turned the senior “60” and Jessie to the over-the-hill “30”. Such events rarely occur
together and we celebrated in typical “gotcha” DaVinci style as both Lech and Jessie received
their birthday surprises in the way only their “gotcha” ship’s Captain knows how and the gag
gifts just kept on rolling. Lech received a “Senior’s Survival Kit” with items such as Ben Gay,
senior vitamins, the little blue pill, and other items for use into the new frontier he has entered.
Jessie received a packet of items to help her retain her youthful memories, which included
goodies such as Silly Putty, PlayDough, and Silly Bandz! The service we received was
excellent and Freddy brought enough coupons so that nearly all had a free appetizer, meal, or
dessert! We all had a wonderful time.

The birthday celebrants – Jessie and Lech!
Russell hands out the birthday gifts.
NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND
MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE AT

OLIVE GARDEN
ON MONDAY 21 MAY AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

Lech showing off just of the few items from his Senior Survival Kit!

Jessie was not exempt from the “Wrath of Russell”
Speaking of birthday celebrations, do not forget that the annual A.B.C.D.E. (Admiral’s
Birthday Celebration Dinner Extravaganza) will be held at Red Robin on Thursday, May 24th, at
7PM. In case you didn’t know what this is all about, your courageous Captain and former
Captain have birthdays that fall on the 25 May (me), and the 26 May (Freddy). We started out
with the “A.B.” part a couple of years ago and have been adding letters ever since. Reminders
will go out as the day approaches.
Our April night out at Giovanna's Pizza Restaurant in Phenix City was one of the bestattended events in quite a while. Fourteen DaVinci crewmembers and 2 guests were present to
sample the exquisite Italian cuisine or other menu items. There were several of us in uniform
that came to the restaurant early in order to have a meet and greet with the public which,
unfortunately, did not go so well but did turn a lot of heads in our direction as we said hello to
all the patrons. The food was fantastic and the fellowship during the evening was even better.

We had our new members draw for the prizes. Joe was the big winner of the free meal and good
ole “Mr. 60”, Lech, won a Star Trek Lunch Box with thermos as a special door prize.
We finished the evening around 8:00 PM but not without Fearless Freddy speaking to the 2
guests and their mother, whom we found out was a BIG Trekkie herself, and he proceeded to
sign them up! We welcome Janet Winkles, her husband Joseph, and their two kids Cara and
Christie to the DaVinci crew and we hope to see them at many events in the future. Not only
that but “new” member, Justin Whitaker, rejoined on the spot after being out of the crew for
over a year! We heard he was lost somewhere in the Delta Quadrant!

Klingon Konnie and Diane pose for a photo while Maria salutes with “Live Long and Prosper”

Freddy and Joe check out the menu while Jeff and Martha came all the way from Moreland
to join the crew for dinner! All look sharp in their uniforms!

Welcome to the DaVinci Janet, Christie, and Carla and welcome back home Justin!
The DaVinci will be hosting a membership table at the upcoming Free Comic Book Day at
the Coca Cola Space Science Center on Saturday, 5 May from 10:00 AM to 6:00PM. Anyone
that can stop by to help with the membership drive table would be great. Come in your uniform
or your DaVinci best and we'll use you for sure. We have gained new members at the last two
Space Science Center events and I am looking for this event to do the same.
An away mission is being planned for Saturday, 12 May to attend the matinee showing of the
new Avengers movie. The movie premieres on the 4 May but with the Free Comic Book Day at
the Space Science Center on 5 May and the huge crowds that are expected, I thought it best to
have this away mission the following Saturday. We will of course go to eat at the Country's
BBQ across from Lowe’s after the movie. I do hope to see many of you in attendance at this
event. There are always some great giveaways at the movie nights so make your plans now to
attend.
RADM Russell Ruhland

COMMUNITY SERIVCE
Greetings Officers and Crew Mates!
Sorry for the long away mission I was on. I had an idea for us possibly taking a class at the
Red Cross chapter. Well that fell through the hull. The class would have been way out of budget
for all of us, so I am in talks with the American Heart Association at Columbus Tech. I will
send out an email or call and give you all a heads up when the class will be and how much it
will
cost. To be honest, I had not had time to talk to Relay for Life folks due to a conflict with my
workload. However I am determined to get a hold of them and see what we as a group can do.
Again if anyone has any ideas please tell me; I'm all ears. Before I forget please continue to
collect the pop tabs, manufacturer’s coupons, canceled stamps, and Box Tops (or Labels) for
Education. I will see you all in the next issue of the Pilot. Take care.
ENS Jessie Sutton

PASSAGES

The Trek world is saddened to learn of the passing of Warren Stevens, who died on March 27
at the age of 92, succumbing to chronic lung disease. Warren Stevens was a lanky, squarejawed actor with swept-back hair and a husky voice whose face became familiar through his
more than 100 roles on television and in movies over six decades
A veteran character actor, Stevens’ stage, film and television career spanned from the late1940’s to the late-2000’s and included everything from Actor’s Studio, Twilight Zone,
Gunsmoke, Police Woman, ER, and dozens of other shows throughout his illustrious career.

Warren Stevens as Rojan

With Jack Kelly (L) & Leslie Nielsen (C)
from “Forbidden Planet”

While Mr. Stevens would make appearances on dozens of other television series, perhaps his
best-known role was in the classic 1956 science fiction movie “Forbidden Planet.” He played
the ill-fated Doc Ostrow, who perishes at the hand of a mysterious force on the planet Altair IV,
16 light years from Earth, after his spaceship arrives to search for a long-lost colony.
Trek fans know him best as the Kelvan leader Rojan in the second-season Star Trek: The
Original Series episode “By Any Other Name.”
Mr. Stevens is survived by his wife of 43 years, the former Barbara Fletcher, and their two
sons, Adam and Mathew; and a son, Laurence, from a previous marriage, to Susan Huntington.

RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL AWAY MISSION
We had a great turnout for our second away mission to the Georgia Renaissance Festival!
Eleven DaVinci members and two guests made the trek to Fairburn, GA for an enjoyable day in
Medieval Europe. The weather was perfect, the atmosphere wonderful, and the crowds were
greater than last year’s opening day. We went on opening day to take advantage of the “buy
one, get one free” ticket offer, which by they way they do every year. We left my house around
7:00 AM and drove first to have breakfast at a fabulous Golden Corral in Newnan, GA. We
must have stayed an hour or more feasting on everything from pancakes to omelets to fried
chicken to apple pie to dip your own chocolate covered strawberries!

Some of the crew at the Golden Corral.

Jadzia, Inara, and Anya wait for the opening!

Following a very filling and satisfying breakfast we headed back down the highway to the
Fairburn exit and the Renaissance Fair. Andrea and her boyfriend Ted drove up by themselves
and linked up with us shortly before they opened the gates. Once opened, we split up into four
groups: Andrea and Ted, the Houser clan (Cami, Robbie, Jadzia, Inara, and Anya), Ariana and
her friend Madi, and finally Joe, Lech, Connie, and myself.
As we began our walk to the Jousting Tournament a kissing wench surprised us! She first
accosted me, then Joe, and then Lech. I wish I had had my camera ready because the grin on
Joe’s face was worth a million words! His Vulcan half was certainly gone when her lips met his
cheek! I asked her to reenact both kisses for posterity. After the kissing excitement had subsided
and the wench went on to fresher game, we continued to the Joust Arena for the Royal Joust!
Because we were about 30 minutes early for the joust, we decided to stop by the adjacent Oasis
Stage to listen to “Turban Legends – Stories from Afar.” It was a half hour of story telling and
comical interludes with the audience voting for their favorite storyteller – the Arab or the
Gypsy! Well worth the time; quite a nice show. Oh, and by the way, the gypsy won hands
down!

The Kissing Wench strikes both Joe and Lech!
It was soon time for the joust and this year we sat on the opposite end of the arena as we did
last year. Then, we were the good Knight’s cheering section and I had hoped that this year we
would sit in the bad Knight’s section. That was not to be as again we ended up cheering for the
good Knight.
Following the joust we made our way to the King’s Hall stage for the Ded Bob Sho, a
hilarious audience participation puppet show (and a favorite of many). Following the Ded Bob
Sho the Nazeem Allayl Belly Dancers took the stage. Many a photograph was taken that day!

The storytellers of Turban Legends.

The good knight (L) battles the bad knight!

The Ded Bob Sho!

The Nazeem Allayl Belly Dancers!

After the belly dancers had finished, we walked around taking in as much of the sights as we
could. We then made our way to the Crown Stage to watch the Splatter Time Players, a couple
of guys who love to jump and fall into a pit of mud! Right near the end, one of the players was
going to fall about ten feet into the mud pit. I was ready with my camera when some woman
near the front decided to get closer and blocked my view. So I got up and kneeled right behind
and to her left. I should have realized what would happen when the player hit the mud pit back
first and I was way too close to the action. You guessed it – splat! I got hit with barrage of mud
but not as much as the poor woman in front of me. Remarkably my camera was unscathed! I
could not say the same for my shirt and shorts!

The Splatter Time Players get down and dirty!

Ariana poses with someone dressed as Marquise
Spinneret Mindfang (whatever that is!)

Hey! We had a blast! The DaVinci crew at
the 2012 Georgia Renaissance Festival!

Our final show was the Tortuga Twins on the Halfwit Harbour Stage. The Tortuga Twins are
a trio of guys who try to be funny but do not often succeed (in my opinion). Their show is
definitely “PG” rated and they do have an “R” rated version late in the afternoon.
After a little bit more of seeing the sights we decided to call it a day since all of us were tired
and hot. Ariana and Madi met us at the front gate around 4:00 PM and after a quick stop to get
some drinks we got back to Columbus around 5:30 PM.
If you did not go this year, make plans on going next year. You will not be disappointed!

TREKTRAX 2012
The Admiral's shuttle departed with Diane and me aboard on the afternoon of Friday, 20 April
to attend the TrekTrax Convention in Atlanta, GA. The hotel was very nice and they gave us a
ground floor room, which was even nicer. Klingons and Trekkies and vendors, oh my! This
annual convention was sponsored by the USS Republic's CO, Eric Watts, and has been dubbed
the Georgia National Klingon Konvention. Arrangements were made with the hotel staff to
have buffets available for all 3 meals at incredibly reasonable prices and the food and service
was really exceptional.
On Saturday we got to see David Orange, the “Sleepy Klingon” from Star Trek VI and Diane
got her picture taken with him. I was invited to speak at the interfaith service on Sunday
morning and co-chaired a panel about Starfleet International with Mike Henigan on Sunday
afternoon.
We ended the weekend at the Miss Klingon Beauty Pageant and got home about 7:00 PM
Sunday evening to discover that we had left one of our smaller bags in the hotel room. I called
the hotel immediately and they indeed found the bag and we shot back up to Atlanta on
Wednesday to get it. My compliments to the hotel staff on their honesty and integrity for
holding the bag for us. We had a great time and cannot wait until next year’s convention.
Check out the pictures below!

Russell and Mike Henigan at the Starfleet
panel on Sunday.

The winner of the Miss Klingon pageant!

Diane with David Orange, the sleepy Klingon
from Star Trek VI

FREE COMIC BOOK DAY!
On Saturday, May 5th, the Coca-Cola Space Science Center will host Free Comic Book Day
from 10:00 Am to 6:00 PM with local store sponsor, the Columbus Book Exchange. This is a
free family event that will include costumed characters, activities, door prizes, costumes, and
quick draw contests, and special superhero programming in the Omnisphere Theater! Plus, get a
FREE comic and shop for other comic book favorites on-site with the Columbus Book
Exchange's Annual Sale! Back-Issue comics will be 35% off; graphic novels 20% off, and
much more!
Event Schedule is as follows:
10:00 AM - Doors Open
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Activity: Solar Observing
11:00 AM - Activity: Comic Book Buttons
11:30 AM - Read with a Superhero!

12:00 PM - Activity: Mini-Comics
12:30 PM - Read with a Superhero!
1:00 PM - Costume Contest
2:00 PM - Quick Draw Contest
2:30 PM - Read with a Superhero!
3:00 PM - Activity: Comic Book Buttons
Please note, the center will not operate its normal theater show schedule on this day, with the
exception of the 8:00 PM laser show which will run as scheduled for $3 per person.
For more information, please call me at 706-649-1477
ENS Dutch Cummings

TABULATIONS

Well, at the April Night Out it was learned that our Master Tabber, Jeff, might have lost his
suppliers! The well may have run dry! That means we will have to work twice as hard to collect
the necessary amount of tabs to reach the 155,000-tab goal. Come on folks! We need to reach
that number tabs to hit that magical 1,000,000 total tabs donated! Still no decision as to who
else (besides the CO and XO) will get splattered next January. Here are the numbers as of press
time:
Starting Balance

107

Jessie Sutton
Freddy Heller
Tony Fleming
Russell Ruhland
Hal Stewart
Dutch Cummings
Connie Heller

16042
5573
2797
1369
125
90
74

Total

26237

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND
MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE AT

OLIVE GARDEN
ON MONDAY 21 MAY AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM
Timegate will hold its convention at the Holiday Inn-Select, Perimeter, Atlanta, GA on 25-27
May. Tickets run $40.00 from 01 January to 06 May. Guests include David Nykl (Dr. Radek
Zelenka in Stargate Atlantis); Paul Kasey (best known for monster and alien portrayals on
Doctor Who, Torchwood and The Sarah Jane Adventures); Paul Marc Davis (Trickster in the
Sarah Jane Adventures); Christian J. Simpson (best known for LT Gavin Sykes in The Phantom
Menace and as an older Fred Weasley in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire); and Nalini
Kirshan (best known for playing Barriss Offee, a Mirialan Jedi in Attack of the Clones). Check
out their web site for other guests and for more information:
http://timegatecon.org/index.htm.
ConCarolinas will have their 2012 show on 01-03 June at the Charlotte University Place,
Charlotte, NC. Current guests include writer Jack McDevitt and actor Jeffrey Combs. Check out
their web site for more information: http://www.concarolinas.org/.
Atlanta will be the site for the 2012 Sci-Fi Summer Con. The dates are 08-10 June and will be
held at the Crowne Plaza Perimeter Galleria hotel. No guests have been announced as of yet but
check out their web site for more information: http://sfscon.tripod.com/.
ImagiCon will hold their Columbus, GA convention (yes, you read that correctly!) on 22-24
June at the Columbus Trade and Convention Center on Front Avenue! No Trek guests have yet
been announced but stay tuned because Thomas and his crew will work hard to bring you a
great guest lineup! Check out http://imagicon.org/imagine20 for more information.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Many happy returns to the following DaVinci personnel, Star Trek celebrities, and events that
are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in May!
Leonardo DaVinci Dies (1519)
Astronaut Scott Carpenter
Marc Alaimo (Dukat on DS9)
First American in Space (Alan B. Shepard, Jr. 1961)
ENS Matthew Dunn
Telstar Two Communications Satellite Launched (1963)

2nd
2nd
5th
5th
6th
7th

12th
13th
14th
15th
15th
15th
16th
18th
18th
20th
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
27th
30th
29th
30th
30th
30th

CPO Lisa Neal
Wally Schirra (Mercury 7 Astronaut) Dies (2007)
Skylab is Launched (1973)
Last Mercury Flight (Gordon L. Cooper 1963)
LT Gisela Stephens
COMM Jeff Kirkland
CRMN Vincenzo Fleming
First Woman to Break Sound Barrier (Jacqueline Cochran 1953)
Apollo 10 Lifts off (Cernan, Stafford, Young 1969)
John Billingsly (Dr. Phlox on ENT)
Apollo 10 Flies within 9 Miles of Moon’s Surface (1969)
Joan Collins (Edith Keeler on TOS)
Second American in Space (Scott Carpenter 1962)
RADM Russell Ruhland
ADM Freddy Heller
Harlan Ellison (Scrip Writer)
Lee Meriwether (Lorisa on TOS)
Mariner Nine Blasts Off to Mars (1971)
Discovery Docks at the International Space Station (1999)
Michael J. Pollard (John on TOS)
Colm Meaney (Chief Miles O’Brien on DS9)
Michael Piller (Executive Producer)

MEMBERSHIPS
Many of you do not know when your membership in the DaVinci or Starfleet is due for
renewal. So to help you remember, the following lists your family expiration dates. Please note
that if your name is highlighted in RED this will be your last newsletter. If in BLUE you
membership is expired or nearing it expiration so please renew as soon as possible. Thanks!

Matt Arnold
Karen Baker
Gage Brazie
Steve Brown
Mackey Carter
Don Cotton
Dutch Cummings
Randy Dunn
Jonathan Evans
Tony Fleming
Bart Glabman

DaVinci
Jul 12
Jul 12
Jul 13
Dec 12
Mar 13
Jan 13
Jul 13
Apr 12
Dec 12
Jul 12
Jul 13

Starfleet
Jul 12

Jun 12
Dec 12
Jun 12

Ray Hannagan
Freddy Heller
John Hood
Cami Houser
Benlee Huguley
Todd Kes
Jeff Kirkland
Leiko Koone
Lech Mazur
Margaret McGillicuddy
Maria Morgan
Lisa Neal
Andrea O’Connor
Joe Perry
James Prince
Karen Pynenburg
Russell Ruhland
Park Scully
Gisela Stephens
Harold Stewart
Jessie Sutton
Darel Troby
Justin Whitaker
Janet Winkles

Jan 13
Jul 12
Mar 13
Jan 13
Feb 13
Oct 12
Oct 12
Nov 12
Jul 12
Nov 12
May 13
Jul 12
Jul 13
Jul 12
Feb 13
Jul 12
Aug 12
Mar 13
LTM
Feb 13
Nov 13
Jul 13
Apr 14
Jul 13

Jan 13
Sep 12
Mar 12
Jan 13

Aug 12
Nov 12
Nov 12
Nov 12
May 12
Mar 13
Nov 12
May 12
Aug 12
Nov 12
Apr 13
Nov 12
Apr 13

DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
The restaurants for the 2012 Night Out locations were selected at our Thanksgiving dinner
celebration. What a great list indeed! Unfortunately three of the locations chosen have since
closed: Mi Casa (March), River City Grill (June), and Capone’s (December). In their place
similar restaurants were selected.
January
February
March
April
May
June
July

McAlister’s Deli
Cook’s Place
La Nacional
Giovanni’s (Phenix City)
Olive Garden (Captain’s Choice)
Longhorn Steakhouse
Fuji Japanese Steakhouse

August
September
October
November
December

El Vaquero (Phenix City)
New China Buffet
Houlihan’s (Doubletree)
Panera Bread Company
Johnny Carino’s

Congratulations to Joe (free meal) and to Lech (Star Trek lunch box)
winners at Giovonna’s during the April Night Out

WELCOME ABOARD!

Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel who have recently joined (*) or renewed
their membership in the DaVinci (D) or Starfleet (S).
Hal Stewart (S) Justin Whitaker (D) (S*)
Janet Winkles (D*) Joseph Winkles (D*) Cara Singleton (D*) Christie Singleton (D*)

DaVINCI T-SHIRTS
There are plenty in stock in varied sizes and are available for immediate sale. Prices are very
reasonable (S-XL - $10.00; 2X - $12.00; 3X - $14.00; 4X - $15.00) and the shirts are now in
color according to Star Trek departments, those of course being red for Operations, yellow for
Engineering, and blue for Science. We do also have some shirts in the non-traditional ash gray
if you desire. Please contact Freddy for size availability. Take advantage of this unique offer
now if possible as the cost of the shirts may be going up by $2 or $3 due to economy changes.
Check out the photos BELOW:

Operations

Engineering

Science

Generic Gray

FINANCIALLY SPEAKING

Opening Balance
Night Out
Closing Balance

$104.98
$10.00
$94.98

COMM Connie Heller

ACCOLADES
A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go to:
Hal for his weekly donation of cans and stamps;
Russell for his donation of cans

TV SHOWS ON DVD
Here are some scheduled DVD releases for May:
“Invisible Man, the Complete Series” (1st)
“Chuck, Season 5” (8th)
“True Blood, Season 4” (29th)

SEARCH FOR THE 1701’S
No photos this month! Remember, the object is to take a photo of the number 1701 no matter
where or what it may be. It could be a telephone number on a billboard. It could be a street
address. It could be on a license plate. Ask your friends whether they live in Georgia, Alabama,
or elsewhere to help! Just take a photo of the 1701 and email it to me for insertion in the next
issue of the Pilot.

USS DAVINCI IN PICTURES

The following is a trip down the USS DaVinci memory lane. Each month I will show a series
of photographs from our very beginning, as the Shuttle DaVinci, up until the present time.
Many of you will remember these faces. To others they will be complete strangers. But, they
made the USS DaVinci what it is today. Enjoy! Reminisce. If you have any photographs that
you would like to see published in the Pilot, feel free to send them to me with a brief
explanation as to who is in the photo and when and where it was taken. If I get a name wrong,
please let me know! The following photographs are from 2005, our 8th Halloween get together.
Enjoy!

Fun at bobbing for apples!
Princess Leia and Death!

NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT AND
MEMBERSHIP MEETING WILL BE AT

OLIVE GARDEN
ON MONDAY 21 MAY AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP!!

Look what we have mom!

Joe at his traditional station – serving cider.

Ariana our little Princess Leia!

The evil wizard is none other than our
very own CO – Russell!
The DaVinci crew! Just who is that handsome
fellow on the far left?

FINALLY!
Scan the image on the left with your smart phone and your browser
will take you to the USS DaVinci web site.

DaVinci Web Site QR Code

CARGO BAY

Receive a $25.00 Discount On Tax Return Preparation!

Receive a Free Regular Drink with Adult Buffet Purchase!

DaVinci Members Receive a 20 % Discount!

DaVinci Members Receive a 10-15% Discount!

DaVinci Members Receive a Discount!

Purchase $5.00 Worth of Food and Get a Free Drink!
Want to put an ad in the Pilot? Just send it to me and it will go in. Does not matter what it
says, wanted, for sale, or something more personal! Deadline is the 20th of each month.

A LITTLE HUMOR AND DISMISSED!

