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FROM THE CENTER SEAT
Sad news! Rusty Touchton, a friend of many and
a long-time member of the USS DaVinci has died at
40 of an apparent heart attack.

AUGUST 2005
coming to DaVinci events nearly a year ago for a
variety of reasons. He was missed then and is
missed now. Reminisce with me as we look back at
Rusty Touchton, crew mate and friend.

First meeting
(15 Feb 95)

Rusty and his “fro”
(21 Aug 99)

Rusty Touchton, 1964–2005
Rusty joined the DaVinci in June 1995 when we
were just a fledgling Shuttle and I knew right away
that Rusty was not your typical crewman. He could
make you laugh one moment and then make you
want to throttle him the next. But, that was Rusty.
Rusty did not own a car and depended mostly on
Randy Dunn for a lift to DaVinci events. It was
very rare that Rusty did not walk in right behind
Randy. When he did not walk in you could not help
but ask where he was and how he was doing. Yes,
you missed his presence. Rusty was a presence. He
was a big man and his reddish beard and head of
curly hair could not be missed. Rusty stopped

Friends at the pool party (25 Aug 2001)

No more “fro”! (23 Nov 02)

The R&R Squeeze #3 (04 Sep 03)
What a smile!
(17 Feb 03)

Shuttle Mission
(21 Mar 03)

A different kind of R&R squeeze!
The R&R Squeeze #1 (05 Jul 03)

The R&R Squeeze #2! (09 Aug 03)

His favorite Hooters girl (he loved her –ah– bottom)
at one of his last DaVinci events (10 July 04)
We will always remember you Rusty! Take care.

Showdown! (11 Oct 03)

THE NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
WILL BE AT THE OLIVE GARDEN!!
ON MONDAY 15 AUGUST AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE GREAT FOOD!
COME FOR THE FRIENDSHIP!

LAST LETTER TO A FRIEND

EXECUTIVELY SPEAKING

Yea, you and me Rusty go back a long time, about
20 years. I still remember Scott bringing you up
with your motorcycle and big “fro”. We were not
friends from the first but the more time we spent
together, the more we found we had in common,
music, TV, humor, sci-fi, and many other things.

The rank is bright; it shines at night....clap, clap,
clap, clap....deep in the heart of Starfleet! This
maybe was the song sung by three of our shipmates
at the Starfleet International Conference in San
Antonio, TX over the July 4th weekend. Along with
me, Joe Perry, Freddy and Connie Heller, and
Frazier Smith also attended this star spangled event,
representing the DaVinci quite well. It appears that
the IC was well attended by all of fleet, with nearly
300 in attendance! We were honored with the
presence of Vaughn Armstrong, Casey Biggs and
Richard Herd of Star Trek fame and their
"Enterprise Blues Band" performances. They
recorded a CD and we had the privilege of being the
first ones to receive copies for purchase. They were
personally numbered and signed by the stars if one
so desired.

Rusty and Randy
I remember a lot of the “inside” jokes at the times,
someone would do or say something and we both
would share a look and know the joke without
saying a word and the other would finish the joke.
You were hard for most people to take in large
doses, but I did gladly for a lone time.
You were always there to help me with my
problems with women or with life in general. We
didn’t always agree on everything but most of the
time we did. I remember us going to conventions
together and it was you who influenced me to go to
Walden Book store and join the DaVinci club. I
remember very few times we were together when
we didn’t just have a blast – we were very close, as
close as two “straights” could be. We were not like
brothers, we are brothers. I love you very much and
I know you know this.
I tried to help you help yourself. I did all I could
even though I know somehow I failed you because I
was not there when you needed me most. You
didn’t need to die alone, you deserved better and I,
no one else, failed you. I will carry on for both of us
and when someone says your name, I will smile,
maybe laugh, but with a tear in my eye. I remember
the good times and wish for more and I always will
miss you, a brother, as I did and always will.
Randy Dunn

Freddy, Frazier, Joe, and Russell at the Starfleet IC
in San Antonio, TX. Connie had to leave early.
Joe Perry received promotion to Commodore,
Connie Heller to Fleet Captain, and the undersigned
to Captain. Congratulations to all!
One of the highlights of the IC was the recreated
Enterprise bridge setting done with outstanding
accuracy and for a fee donated to charity, one could
get their picture taken on the bridge with the Star of
their choice or all three as I understand everyone
did anyway. The American Diabetes Association
was our fleet designated charity and over $5000 was
raised during the weekend. The Saturday banquet
included a fine variety of Hispanic foods and the
charity auction after dinner was hosted by the stars
and offered the usual collection of "trek-lectibles"
to the bidders. Of course, I came away from the
auction with my share of goodies. Sunday brought

the close of events and everyone said their goodbyes and tear-filled cries until we all meet again in
Philadelphia, PA next year.
Captain Russell Ruhland

OPERATIONS
In honor of the summer months (if I wanted heat,
I would have stayed in Arizona), the crew of the
USS DaVinci is hereby invited to a pool party at my
house on 13 August. It will start at noon and finish
whenever there is nobody left or I get too tired of
looking at your faces. As usual, drinks will be
provided; you might want to bring bathing attire and
towels. Directions follow:
Coming North on Veterans Parkway (South
Phenix City) turn left at Walgreens (on your left,
Chevron Station across the street from it). Travel
1.9 miles, turn right at Lokey Drive, turn left at next
street(Daisy Street), we are the third house on the
right(cream colored, remember to count house on
corner).
Coming South on Veterans Parkway turn right at
Walgreens, then follow directions for Veterans
North
Coming North (South) on I-185 - exit at Airport
Thruway (Exit 8) turn left (right) at off ramp travel
0.5 miles to Whitesville Road (4-way intersection
with barrier on south side) travel up Whitesville 0.4
miles to intersection with Veterans Parkway.
Follow directions for Veterans Parkway.
Coming West on US-80 (Freddy) Take US-80
West to Exit 4 (Veterans Parkway); travel straight
thru the intersection at the off ramp (Double
Churches Road). Travel about 1 mile, right after
you see a liquor/ice store on the right, take a left
onto Daisy Street. Travel south on Daisy Street 3
houses before a 4-way stop sign intersection. My
house is on the left.
Coming East on US-80 (North Phenix City) take
US-80 East to Exit 4, turn right and travel to the
intersection with Double Churches Road follow
directions for US-80 West.
Some of you will recognize the off ramps for US80; this is our highway cleanup area.
Please note, those of you using US-80, when you
return use the reverse of the directions opposite
from how you came. Example US-80 West travels
thru intersection coming to my house, when leaving

they turn right and travel to the other set of ramps,
US-80 East turns right to get to Double Churches
Road, when returning they travel through the
intersection.
Anybody needs further directions, contact me or
we can talk at the meeting.
[Editor’s Note: There will be pizza and a donation
jar to help defray the cost of the drinks.]
Commodore Joe Perry

FOURTH OF JULY PARTY
What can I say other than WOW, we had a great
time at our annual Fourth of July cookout! Twentyfive DaVinci personnel and their guests feasted on
the expertly prepared burgers and dogs by the
DaVinci’s resident chief, Connie Heller. Besides the
burgers and dogs there were lots of chips and homemade dips, two different kinds of potato salad,
enough coleslaw to prevent the Voyager from
leaving orbit, Randy Dunn’s famous and very
popular macaroni and cheese, grilled squash and
mushrooms, Barbara Paul’s delicious deviled eggs,
five different cakes and pies, and to top off the
meal, two different kinds of ice cream. It was good
to see Josh and Renee Ainsworth again as well as
Mike Henigan and Kelly Hilliard from the USS
Republic in Atlanta. In addition, DaVinci members
Barbara and Bill Paul drove in from Warner Robins
to enjoy the festivities.

The hungry crew digs in!
Following the meal, certificates were passed out
and promotion ceremonies were held. What makes
any chapter in Starfleet the success that it is, is its
members. Great members make a ship and members
who do not care can sink a ship. Fortunately, the
DaVinci has the former, a crew second to none in
Region 2 and second to none in Fleet! I wanted to

recognize some of these individuals for their
dedication and sometimes hard work on behalf of
the DaVinci. So, it was with great pride that I
awarded Commendations to the following
personnel: Randy Dunn, Lech Mazur, Margaret
McGillicuddy, Joe Perry, Lisa Neal, Karen
Pynenburg, Russell Ruhland, Frazier Smith, Gisela
Stephens, and Roger Wright. I also bestowed upon
Randy Dunn the DaVinci Officer of the Year
award. Randy, more than any other crew member, is
responsible for getting folks to join the DaVinci.
Most remain members and some have gone on to
other ships in Fleet. There was one long overdue
promotion as well. Frazier Smith was awarded his
second gold pip making him a Lieutenant in
Starfleet and a Captain in Starfleet Marines. Frazier
then took center stage and presented a couple of
Marine awards.

Randy holds his Officer of the Year certificate!
First he promoted Randy Dunn to the newly
allowed rank of Warrant Officer First Class (WO1)
in the Marines. He then presented to Connie Heller
a Starfleet Marine t-shirt for all the work she does
for the DaVinci (and I had a speech prepared).
After the promotions and awards wrapped up it
was time for the door prizes. The winner of the
grand prize, a framed autographed poster of Alice
Krige, went to Gisela Stephens! Other prizes went
to Todd Kes (12 inch Mugatu figure); Josh
Ainsworth, Lisa Neal, and Frazier Smith
(“Dragons” poster); and the special edition of First
Contact (Vanessa Winfield). Russell Ruhland came
through again and auctioned off a box that
contained an unknown Trek-related object. The
high bid of $30 was from Joe Perry. The box
contained a home made bottle of Blood Wine
(embossed with the Klingon symbol) from the
Starfleet International Conference in San Antonio.
Games followed the auction. Naturally, the Great

Dalmuti was played and Travis Heller, the young
upstart who put everyone to shame at the
anniversary party, was there to defend his title.
Little did the young champ know that Mike
Henigan (who fell victim to Travis in March) was
prepared and quite eager to put Travis in his place.
He did just that. It was no contest. Mike cleaned
everyone’s boots, leaving the ex-champ a bit shaken
and looking forward to the next competition.
For the first time a friendly round of poker was
organized. The six players were each given $100 in
poker chips. The game was dealer’s choice and
ranged from Texas hold ’em to draw poker. After
several rounds it was apparent that experience ruled
as three of the young players were quickly
eliminated. The over-confident pups were no match
for the cunning poker ability of your Captain. Soon,
Mike Henigan also fell out of contention, leaving
only myself and Faye Cole to battle it out for the
title of DaVinci poker champ. In a critical moment,
your Captain made a serious blunder by not noticing
that he had a straight flush versus just a plain flush
in his pile of seven cards (a wild card game). Faye
had four of a kind and took the pot. Although the
loss did not hurt your Captain financially, it did give
Faye a boost in confidence. The final hand was for
the whole ball of wax and it came down to the very
last card! Faye’s five cards showed a high pair
while your Captain’s four cards showed four clubs.
With sweat pouring from his brow, he slowly turned
over the final card! ARGGGGG! A heart! Faye
screamed with joy as she raked in all of the chips,
becoming the DaVinci’s poker champ.

“Look what I won”, says the DaVinci poker champ.
Congratulations Faye but just remember, “For
over a thousand years Roman conquerors returning

from the wars enjoyed the honor of a triumph, a
tumultuous parade. ...The conqueror rode in a
triumphal chariot, the day's prisoners walking in
chains before him. …A slave stood behind the
conqueror holding a golden crown, and whispering
in his ear, a warning, that 'all glory is fleeting’.”
(From the movie Patton, 20th Century Fox, 1970).
After his humiliating defeat at the hand of a poker
rookie, your Captain helped Russell Ruhland with
the crowning of DaVinci Game Master of the Year.
One game of SPACE: The Game was played to
have a fourth player eligible for the tournament.
That honor went to Frazier’s daughter Mandy. The
three other winners from previous monthly
tournaments were Lisa Neal, Joe Perry, and twotime champ Frazier Smith. The four contenders sat
down and played three games of SPACE. The first
person to win was the overall champ and Gamester
of the Year. Two more rounds were played to
determine the second through fourth place finishers.
Joe won the first game and title of Gamester of the
Year. Lisa came in second, Frazier came in third,
and Mandy came in fourth. The prizes were selected
by the winners from some brought by Russell. Joe
selected the Star Wars Monopoly game, Lisa the
Special Edition of Insurrection, Frazier a
photograph of your Captain at the 2005 IC in a very
unflattering pose. Naturally, I offered to autograph
it for him which he eagerly accepted. Finally,
Mandy was awarded some “better luck next time”
medals.

PASSAGES
John Fiedler, known to Star Trek fans as Hengist,
the administrator of Argellius II who was actually
possessed by an evil entity known as Redjac, in the
Original Series episode “Wolf in the Fold” has died
of cancer. He was 80.

John Fiedler as Hengist in “Wolf in the Fold”
Fiedler was perhaps better known as the voice of
Piglet in Disney's "Winnie the Pooh" features. Fans
of The Bob Newhart Show will remember him as
Mr. Peterson, one of the TV psychologist's therapy
patients .Fiedler was known for what he called the
"milquetoast, nerd parts." He had a distinctive voice
that singled him out from the crowd. Fiedler's
movie credits include "12 Angry Men," "That
Touch of Mink," and "True Grit." His numerous TV
rolls include Gunsmoke, Bewitched, Fantasy Island
and The Twilight Zone. Fiedler's death comes mere
days after fellow "Winnie the Pooh" voice cast mate
Paul Winchell's (Tigger) passing.

ACCOLADES

The winners in the Gamester of the Year
tournament! L-R: Lisa, Mandy, Frazier, and Joe.
The rest of the time was spent in friendly
conversation as folks slowly said goodbye and went
home. It was a great affair and if you could not
attend or signed up to come and did not, you missed
a great time. I cannot wait for the “Goodbye
Summer, Hello Fall” party in September!

A BIG Bajoran thanks or congratulations go out
to:
Joe Perry for his promotion to Commodore.
Russell Ruhland for his promotion to Captain.
Connie Heller for her promotion to Fleet Captain.
Vanessa Williams for receiving a grade of
Distinction from Starfleet Academy for Officer’s
Training School (OTS). Way to go Vanessa!!
Roger Wright for his usual donation of tabs,
stamps, and coupons.
Lisa Neal for her usual overly large donation of
stamps.
Joe Perry for the exciting and large donation of
books, videos, models, and other Trek related
material!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

DVD NEWS

Many happy returns to the following DaVinci
personnel and Star Trek celebrities and events that
are celebrating birthdays or anniversaries in August!
Neil Armstrong (Astronaut)
5th
Michael Okuda (Art Supervisor)
6th
Cathrine Hicks (Dr. Gillian Taylor)
6th
Cirroc Lofton (Jake Sisko on DS9)
7th
Matt Jeffries (Set Designer)
12th
Jane Wyatt (Amanda on TOS)
12th
First Balloon Satellite (Echo One) is Launched (1960) 12th
ENS Joey Pimentel
13th
Brannon Braga (Executive Producer Enterprise)
14th
Julie Newmar (Eleen on TOS)
16th
First Trans-Atlantic Balloon Flight (1978)
17th
Harve Bennett (Producer)
17th
Gene Roddenberry (Great Bird of the Galaxy)
19th
Jonathan Frakes (CMDR William Riker on TNG)
19th
Diana Muldaur (Dr. Kathrine Pulaski on TNG)
19th
Voyager II is Launched (1977)
20th
CADET Hannah Walker
21st
Kim Catrall (Valeris from The Unexplored Country) 21st
Jennifer Lien (Kes on VOY)
24th
Mariner II is Launched to Venus (1962)
27th
LT Frazier Smith
27th
Gates McFadden (Dr Beverly Crusher on TNG)
28th
Last Crew Leaves Mir Space Station (1999)
28th
First Black American in Space (Guion Bluford 1983) 30th

Look for Star Trek: Nemesis - Special Collector's
Edition on 04 October, Star Trek: Enterprise - The
Complete Third Season" is officially slated for 20
September, and Star Trek: Enterprise - The
Complete Fourth Season should arrive on 01
November.
Sources say that Star Trek: The Complete
Animated Series is tentatively planned for DVD
release on 06 September. There will also be a new
"Star Trek: The Motion Pictures DVD Collection"
boxed set on 04 October, along with a 4-season Star
Trek: Enterprise - The Complete Series" set on 01
November.
According to the Best Buy website, the exclusive
Best Buy/Musicland Group bonus disc for "Star
Trek: Enterprise - The Complete Second Season"
will include a "Shooting 'Future Tense'" featurette,
that provides "a behind-the-scenes look at several
scenes from one day's filming. It shows the cast
rehearsing on the bridge and other sets, as well as
the director of photography Marvin Rush prepping a
difficult shoot."
Paramount has unveiled the Star Trek: Nemesis Special Collector's Edition for release on 04
October. The two-disc set rounds out the studio's
special edition treatment of the Trek films on DVD.

WELCOME ABOARD!

NIGHT OUT LOCATIONS

Welcome aboard to the following crew personnel
who have recently joined or renewed their
membership in the DaVinci (D) or Starfleet (S).

At the December Christmas party, the 2005 Night
Out locations were selected. We had some familiar
locations and some new spots as well. So without
further ado, here are the 2005 locations. Bon
appetite!

Karen Pynenburg (D)
Freddy Heller (D)
Connie Heller (D)
Travis Heller (D)
Ariana Heller (D)
Dennis Shaw (D) (S)
Barbara Paul (S)

September
October
November
December

FINANCIALLY SPEAKING
Opening Balance
Deposit
DaVinci Night Out
Closing Balance
CPT Connie Heller

324.83
145.50
4.27
466.06

El Vaquero (Phenix City)
Deorio’s
Lieutenant’s
Jason’s Deli

Congratulations to Skye Cameron, the winner of
the free dinner at the July Night Out!
THE NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
WILL BE AT THE OLIVE GARDEN!!
ON MONDAY 15 AUGUST AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE GREAT FOOD!
COME FOR THE FRIENDSHIP!

DaVINCI T-SHIRTS & POLOS

RM HOUSE NEEDED ITEMS

Although they are selling like hotcakes, we still
plenty of DaVinci shirts available for purchase. If
you do not have one, get yours before your size is
gone. The shirts run from $9.00 for S-XL and
$11.00 for XX and up. See Freddy if you want a
shirt.
During the Fourth of July cookout, several of you
commented that you would like to get a DaVinci
polo shirt. This may be a problem if the order is too
small. So, if you want a new DaVinci polo shirt,
send me the size you want and whether you want
red (operations), blue (science), or yellow
(engineering) trim on the DaVinci logo

Although The Ronald McDonald House needs
quite a variety of items, the items needed most are
listed below. Pick something from the list and bring
it with you to each meeting. This is strictly
voluntary. Thanks!

FINALLY…
Many of you do not know when your membership
in the DaVinci is due for renewal because most of
the newsletters now go out via email. If you get
your newsletter the old fashioned way, your
expiration date is on the address label. Those going
via email have no address label. So, to help those
folks out, here are your expiration dates for the
DaVinci and Starfleet:
Faye Cole
Dutch Cummings
Karen Ferris
Tony Fleming
Craig Harrison
Todd Kes
Leiko Koone
Lech Mazur
Barbara Paul
Joe Perry
George Pimentel
Karen Pynenburg
Russell Ruhland
Frazier Smith
Michael Walker
Vanessa Winfield
Susan Wood
Roger Wright

DaVinci
Mar 06
Apr 06
Sep 05
Jul 05
Aug 05
Sep 05
Oct 05
Jul 05
Jan 06
Jul 06
Jul 05
Jul 06
Aug 05
Jun 06
Mar 06
Jun 06
Apr 06
Jul 06

Starfleet

Jun 06
Aug 05
Oct 05
May 06
Aug 06
Nov 05
Jun 05
May 06
Aug 05
Jun 06
Mar 06
Jun 06
May 05

THE NEXT MEMBERSHIPMEETING WILL
BE ON 04 AUGUST AT 7:00 PM
PLEASE JOIN IN ON THE FUN!

Most Needed Items
Grocery Gift Certificates
Solid Queen Sheets
Styrofoam Cups (20oz)
Sugar
Spray Air Freshener
Trash Bags (35 gal)
Twin/Queen Mattress Pads Heavy Paper Plates
Storage/Freezer Bags
Interior Flood Lights
Swiffer Wet Sheets
Gladware Containers
Household Items
Laundry Detergent Ready to Make Desserts
Fabric Softener
Bags of Hard Candy
Bathroom Cleaner
Vegetable/Olive Oil
Pine Scented Cleaner Cake Icing
O’Cedar Mops
Cake/Brownie Mixes
Dryer Sheets
Lemonade
Sting Mops
Salad Dressing
Carpet Cleaner
Soups
Bathroom Cups
Box Dinners
Spray Starch
Brooms
Windex
409 Cleaner
Miscellaneous Items
Mailing/Scotch Tape Sewing Kit/Scissors
Copy Paper
Clasp Envelopes (9x12)
Disposable Cameras Phone Cards (15 min)
White-Out Pens
Sam’s Gift Certificates
Card Stock Paper
Clear Storage Containers
Computer Labels (Avery 5160)
AA, C, D, and 9 Volt Batteries
NOTE: They currently have a need for canned
soups, and perishable items such as bread, meats,
cheese slices, fresh fruits, and snack foods.

THE USS DAVINCI IN PHOTOS
I thought y’all would enjoy a look down memory
lane. Each month I will show a series of pictures
from our very beginning up until the present time.
Many of you will remember these faces. To others
they will be complete strangers. But, they made
what the USS DaVinci is today. Enjoy! Reminisce.

The DaVinci crew enjoying the Deep Space Nine
Mourning Party in Hunter’s Lounge in the old
Hilton downtown. Say, if you recognize the little
boy on the left or the first two folks on the left in
the back row, please let me know (06 June 1999).

JoAnne Vazquez, Steve Gordon, and Joe Perry
(back) smile for the camera.

Some of the crew waiting for the food and the
beginning of the end for Deep Space Nine (sigh).

“Look, I am not even 1 ½ years old! You cannot
expect me to watch it all the way through!” Ariana
Heller sleeps through the excitement.

Connie Heller holds Ariana, while Gisela Stephens,
Rob Anthony, Lisa Neal, and Mike Walker listen
attentively to Roger Stephens discussing Trek.
THE NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
WILL BE AT THE OLIVE GARDEN!!
ON MONDAY 15 AUGUST AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE GREAT FOOD!
COME FOR THE FRIENDSHIP!

“Yes dear, the bad Kai just met her demise.” Connie
and Travis Heller enjoying the DS9 finale.

DaVINCI STAFF ROSTER
Commanding Officer Freddy Heller

Steve Gordon shows the time to (unknown), thus
proving that the DS9 finale is indeed over!
I only had a few photos of the following events:

Alan Certo gets his Ensign pips at a membership
meeting (17 June 1999).

562-8735

Executive Officer

Russell Ruhland 298-3998

Operations Officer
Finance
Community Service
Publications

Joe Perry
Connie Heller
Tony Fleming
VACANT

Science Officer
Computer Science
Counselor
Medical
Morale

Lech Mazur
596-9542
VACANT
VACANT
Barbara Paul (478) 929-3210
VACANT

327-5888
562-8735
568-6529

Engineering Officer
Communications
Quartermaster
Security

VACANT
Gisela Stephens 689-4266
Randy Dunn
291-0150
Roger Wright
687-8052

Marine OIC

Frazier Smith

Cadet Corps Commander

VACANT

Master Chief Petty Officer

VACANT

298-5047

Interested in a position within the ship? See
Freddy or Russell at any of the DaVinci events or
give them a call.

THOUGHTS FROM THE CREW
“It is my understanding that Rusty was one of our
original crew when the DaVinci was a shuttle.
Although he did not remain with Starfleet and the
DaVinci in recent years, he will be missed.”
- Russell Ruhland
“I always enjoyed talking with Rusty. He always
was friendly and had something to say to make me
smile.”
- Tony Fleming
Astronaut Charles Duke (Apollo 16) speaks to the
fascinated Columbus State audience (22 July 1999).
THE NEXT MEMBERSHIPMEETING WILL
BE ON 04 AUGUST AT 7:00 PM
PLEASE JOIN IN ON THE FUN!

THE NEXT DAVINCI NIGHT OUT
WILL BE AT THE OLIVE GARDEN!!
ON MONDAY 15 AUGUST AT 7:00 PM
COME FOR THE GREAT FOOD!
COME FOR THE FRIENDSHIP!

